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One should not fear the 
sunlight because it has 
almost always served 

only to illuminate a 
miserable world.

- René Magritte
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The enigmatic paintings of René Magritte 
have become some of the most familiar 
and celebrated of the Surrealist 
movement. Among the most influential 

of the Surrealist painters of the 20th century, 
Magritte is an artist of international renown, as 
beloved for his popular appeal as he is for the 
psychological intensity of his works. The present 
oil on canvas, entitled Le carnaval du sage, was 
executed in 1947 at the height of his career, and 
it is a tour-de-force example of the haunting, 
mysterious scenes that comprise his oeuvre. 

Painted in the years following the Second 
World War, Le carnaval du sage showcases 
several recurring themes from Magritte’s oeuvre. 
Chiefly, a juxtaposition between the visible and 
the hidden is keenly felt. Throughout his career, 
Magritte explores the psychological obsession with 
revealing what is hidden, particularly with regard 
to the human face. In his Le fils de l’homme, he 
obscures the face of a man in a bowler hat with 
an apple, while his Les amants (Metropolitan 
Museum of Art) conceals the faces of two lovers 
with white sheets. In Le carnaval du sage, 
Magritte juxtaposes the blatant nudity of his 
central figure by masking her face, simultaneously 
revealing and concealing her from the viewer.

The work also incorporates two of Magritte’s 
most common tropes – the glass of water and 
the baguette. Lending the scene a strange sense 
of domesticity, they appear infinitely familiar 
and distinctly out of place, and thus heighten the 
uncanny effect of Magritte’s composition. In the 
background hovers a ghost obscured by a sheet, 
a figure which was of particular fascination to 
Magritte beginning in 1946. He once wrote to his 
fellow Surrealist Paul Nougé: "I saw in a dream an 
answer to the problem of the ghost: the traditional 
ghost draped in a sheet in a framed picture on the 
wall of a room.” As an eerie echo of the woman 
in the foreground, the ghost is a fascinating and 
enigmatic addition to the unsettling scene.

Though firmly within the realm of Surrealism, 
Le carnaval du sage also represents the artist’s 
brief adoption of a colorful, more painterly style. 
The subtle, yet sunny colors of the background of 
the work reveal the influence of the Impressionists 
on Magritte, particularly Pierre-Auguste Renoir. 
The figure herself is particularly Renoir-esque, 
evoking the burnished skin and exaggerated 

warmth of Renoir’s late colossal nudes.
As a whole, Le carnaval du sage is an undeniable 

masterpiece of Magritte’s postwar output. The work 
exemplifies the tenets of the Surrealist movement, 
presenting ordinary objects in extraordinary situations. 
Thus, Magritte successfully creates a work that is both 
infinitely fascinating and jarring in its psychological 
dissonance. It is also stunningly beautiful, with its 
brilliant color palette and statuesque nude figure. Similar 
nudes can be found in the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
(New York) and the Art Institute of Chicago.

In the same private collection for over 70 years, the 
work is fresh to the market, which has recently seen a 
revival of interest in the artist. A new record for a work 
by Magritte was achieved in November 2018 when his Le 
principe du plaisir brought $26,830,500 at Sotheby’s. 
Just one day later, his gouache L’Incendie achieved 
a remarkable $4,335,000; nearly half the size of the 
present piece, it is a far less impressive work and not 
nearly as striking. Le carnaval du sage represents a rare 
opportunity for the collector of 20th-century art to own a 
masterwork by one of the age’s most important names. ●

OVERVIEW
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Robert de Keyn, Belgium, acquired from the artist in 1947

Private collection, Netherlands

M.S. Rau, New Orleans
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René Magritte, Brussels, Editions de la Connaissance, 1954, by R. Magritte, p. 35, no. 73
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The following are digitized and translated correspondences between the surrealist 
artist René Magritte and M. de Keyn, the proprietor of an art supply store that Magritte 

regularly visited. These letters offer an insightful look into Magritte's intellectual and 
philosophical underpinnings that inspired this exceptional work of art. Magritte's words 

must have been convincing, for Keyn acquired this work soon after its completion. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
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Exposition Magritte, Brussels, Galerie Lou Cosyn, 31 May – 21 June 1947
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2 René Magritte
Title L'Empire des lumières
Description Lot 3Lot 3Lot DetailsRené Magritte1898 - 1967 L'Empire

des lumières
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work 1951
Size Height 31.6 in.; Width 25.9 in. / Height 80.3 cm.; Width

65.7 cm.
Cat. Rais. Sarah Whitfield and Michael Raeburn; David Sylvester
Misc. Signed
Sale of Sotheby's New York: Tuesday, May 16, 2023 [Lot 00003]

The Mo Ostin Collection Evening Auction
Estimate 35,000,000 - 55,000,000 USD
Sold For 42,273,000 USD Premium

4 René Magritte
Title LE PRINCIPE DU PLAISIR
Description René Magritte 1898 - 1967 LE PRINCIPE DU PLAISIR

Signed magritte (upper left); titled "
Medium Oil on canvas
Year of Work 1937
Size Height 28.7 in.; Width 21.5 in. / Height 73 cm.; Width

54.5 cm.
Misc. Signed, Inscribed
Sale of Sotheby's New York: Monday, November 12, 2018 [Lot

00035]
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale

Estimate 15,000,000 - 20,000,000 USD
Sold For 26,830,500 USD Premium

12 René Magritte
Title Le Domaine d’Arnheim
Description Lot 9Lot 9Lot DetailsRené Magritte1898 - 1967 Le

Domaine d’Arnheim
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work 1949
Size Height 39.3 in.; Width 32 in. / Height 99.7 cm.; Width

81.3 cm.
Cat. Rais. Sarah Whitfield and Michael Raeburn; David Sylvester
Misc. Signed
Sale of Sotheby's New York: Tuesday, May 16, 2023 [Lot 00009]

The Mo Ostin Collection Evening Auction
Estimate 15,000,000 - 25,000,000 USD
Sold For 18,948,300 USD Premium

AUCTION COMPARABLES
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14 René Magritte
Title La Vengeance
Description René Magritte (1898-1967)La Vengeancesigné 'Magritte'

(en bas à gauche); inscrit
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work 1936
Size Height 21.5 in.; Width 25.8 in. / Height 54.5 cm.; Width

65.5 cm.
Misc. Signed, Inscribed
Sale of Christie's Paris: Wednesday, June 30, 2021 [Lot 00108]

20th/21st Century: Collection Francis Gross
Estimate 6,000,000 - 10,000,000 EUR

(7,110,689 - 11,851,150 USD)
Sold For 14,552,500 EUR Premium

(17,246,386 USD)

15 René Magritte
Title L'art de la conversation
Description Property from a Private Belgian CollectionRené

Magritte1898 - 1967L'ar
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work 1950
Size Height 19.1 in.; Width 23.7 in. / Height 48.4 cm.; Width

60.2 cm.
Misc. Signed, Inscribed
Sale of Sotheby's Paris: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 [Lot 00006]

Modernités
Estimate 9,000,000 - 12,000,000 EUR

(10,429,946 - 13,906,594 USD)
Sold For 12,459,300 EUR Premium

(14,438,869 USD)

18 René Magritte
Title LE BANQUET
Description Signed Magritte (lower left); titled and dated "Le

Banquet" 1955 (on the reverse)Oil
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work Circa 1955-1957
Size Height 29.7 in.; Width 47.6 in. / Height 75.5 cm.; Width

121 cm.
Misc. Signed, Inscribed
Sale of Sotheby's New York: Tuesday, November 14, 2017 [Lot

00036]
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale

Estimate 12,000,000 - 18,000,000 USD
Sold For 13,626,000 USD Premium

AUCTION COMPARABLES



40
msrau.com

René Magritte | The White Race
1937

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 317/8 x 235/8 inches | 81 x 60 cm

Art Institute of Chicago
Chicago, IL, United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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René Magritte | Black Magic
1945

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 311/8 x 225/8  inches | 79 x 59 cm

Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium
Brussels, Belgium

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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René Magritte | Les valeurs personnelles
1952

Medium: Oil on canvas 
Dimensions: 311/2 x 393/8 inches | 80.01 x 100.01 cm

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art
San Francisco, CA, United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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René Magritte | Le viol
1945

Medium: Oil on canvas 
Dimensions: 251/2 x 193/4 inches | 65.3 x 50.4 cm

Centre Pompidou
Paris, France

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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René Magritte | The False Mirror
1929

Medium: Oil on canvas 
Dimensions: 211/4 x 317/8 inches | 54 x 80.9 cm

Museum of Modern Art
New York, United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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René Magritte | The Eternally Obvious
1948

Medium: Oil on canvas mounted on board 
Dimensions: 78 x 24 inches | 198.1 x 61 cm

Metropolitan Museum of Art 
New York, United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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