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Herbin exercised 
considerable influence at 
a time so rich in artistic 

events. His paintings are 
at the origin, strong in 

their majestic presence.
- Serge Lemoine
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This bold and vivid abstract oil on canvas 
was painted by French painter Auguste 
Herbin, a pioneer in popularizing Modernist 
abstraction. Over his expansive nearly 60-

year career, Herbin rubbed shoulders with art history 
greats from Pablo Picasso to Georges Braque while 
honing his personal and innovative style. With a daring 
color palette and crisp composition, Composition sur 
le nom Herbin represents a transformative moment in 
the artist's career.

Painted in 1942, Composition sur le nom Herbin 
embodies Herbin’s fully-formed artistic aesthetic and 
stylistic tenets. He developed his “alphabet plastique” 
that same year, a synergistic visual language of color 
and form that he described in detail in his published 
book L’art non-figuratif non-objectif. Though the 
artist was highly cerebral in his process of creating art, 
this painting's magnetism is palpable. The geometric 
shapes visible in the composition — primarily 
crescents and circles — are rendered in bold oranges, 
purples and yellows on a deep blue background. 
The array of astral motifs creates a dynamic sense of 

movement, as if to capture planets orbiting around the 
central solar form.

Auguste Herbin began his artistic training at the 
École des Beaux-Arts de Lille before moving to Paris in 
1901. In the early years of his career, he experimented 
with a variety of styles, exhibiting Post-Impressionistic 
works at the Salon des Indépendants in 1906 and 
Fauvist paintings at the Salon d'Automne in 1907. 
After a brief Cubist period following his introduction 
to Pablo Picasso, Georges Braque and Otto Freundlich, 
Herbin co-founded his own artistic movement in 
the 1930s: the Abstraction-Création group in Paris. 
Devoted to encouraging abstract art as a response 
to the representational tenets of the Surrealist 
movement, then led by André Breton, Herbin served 
as the publisher and author for the group's eponymous 
art journal. Today, Herbin’s work resides in prestigious 
private collections and museums around the globe, 
including the Tate Modern in London, the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York and the Centre Pompidou in 
Paris, among others. ●
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Private Collection, North Germany, by 1967

Private Collection, Germany

M.S. Rau, New Orleans

PROVENANCE

LITERATURE

Geneviève Claisse, Herbin, Catalogue raisonné de l'oeuvre peint, Lausanne, 1993, no. 794, illustrated p. 420

OVERVIEW

EXHIBITED

Hanover, Kestner-Gesellschaft, Auguste Herbin, September-October 1967, no. 96, p. 43 (illustrated)

Dusseldorf, Kunstverein für die Rheinlande und Westfalen Grabbeplatz Kunsthalle, Auguste Herbin, 
December 1967-January 1968, no. 93 (illustrated)
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Hanover, Kestner-Gesellschaft, Auguste Herbin, September-October 1967, no. 96, p. 43 (illustrated)
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EXHIBITED
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EXHIBITED

Dusseldorf, Kunstverein für die Rheinlande und Westfalen Grabbeplatz Kunsthalle, Auguste Herbin, 
December 1967-January 1968, no. 93 (illustrated)



14
msrau.com
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Dusseldorf, Kunstverein für die Rheinlande und Westfalen Grabbeplatz Kunsthalle, Auguste Herbin, 
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EXHIBITED

Dusseldorf, Kunstverein für die Rheinlande und Westfalen Grabbeplatz Kunsthalle, Auguste Herbin, 
December 1967-January 1968, no. 93 (illustrated)
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AUCTION COMPARABLES

2 Auguste Herbin
Title Midi
Description Auguste Herbin (1882-1960)Midisigned, inscribed and

dated '"midi" Herbin 1953' (lo
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work 1953
Size Height 63.9 in.; Width 44.6 in. / Height 162.2 cm.;

Width 113.4 cm.
Misc. Signed, Inscribed
Sale of Christie's London: Wednesday, February 8, 2012 [Lot

00486]
Impressionist / Modern Day Sale

Estimate 100,000 - 150,000 GBP
(158,177 - 237,266 USD)

Sold For 157,250 GBP Premium
(248,734 USD)

3 Auguste Herbin
Title Orphée
Description Peint en 1957.signé Herbin et daté 1957 (en bas à

droite) ; titré Orp
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work 1957
Size Height 51.3 in.; Width 38.1 in. / Height 130.3 cm.;

Width 96.9 cm.
Misc. Signed, Inscribed
Sale of Sotheby's Paris: Thursday, December 8, 2011 [Lot

00021]
Art Impressionniste & Moderne

Estimate 150,000 - 200,000 EUR
(199,840 - 266,453 USD)

Sold For 180,750 EUR Premium
(240,807 USD)

4 Auguste Herbin
Title JOKER
Description Auguste HERBIN (1882-1960)« JOKER », 1947Huile sur

toile signée et datée en bas
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work 1947
Size Height 47.2 in.; Width 37.4 in. / Height 120 cm.; Width

95 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Versailles Enchères: Sunday, December 15, 2019 [Lot

00070]
Tableaux Abstraits & Contemporains Sculptures

Estimate 100,000 - 120,000 EUR
(111,197 - 133,437 USD)

Sold For 204,400 EUR Premium
(227,287 USD)
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AUCTION COMPARABLES

8 Auguste Herbin
Title Chant
Description Auguste Herbin (1882-1960)Chantsigned, dated and

titled 'Herbin 58 "chant"' (low
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work 1958
Size Height 51.3 in.; Width 38.2 in. / Height 130.3 cm.;

Width 97 cm.
Misc. Signed, Inscribed
Sale of Christie's New York: Friday, November 13, 2015 [Lot

01356]
Impressionist and Modern Day Sale

Estimate 150,000 - 200,000 USD
Sold For 185,000 USD Premium

9 Auguste Herbin
Title Printemps
Description HERBIN, AUGUSTE1882 Quiévy/France - 1960 ParisTitle:

"Printemps".Date: 195
Medium oil on wood
Year of Work 1955
Size Height 51.2 in.; Width 63.8 in. / Height 130 cm.; Width

162 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Van Ham Kunstauktionen: Monday, June 5, 2023 [Lot

00028]
Evening Sale

Estimate 70,000 - 100,000 EUR
(75,034 - 107,192 USD)

Sold For 158,400 EUR Premium
(169,793 USD)
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Auguste Herbin | Composition sur les lettres R, Be, In 
(Her = Bin) 
1942

Medium: Gouache on paper
Dimensions: 11 x 14 inches | 27.8 x 35.8 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Centre Pompidou
Paris, France
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Auguste Herbin | Synchromy in Dark Blue
1941

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 277/8 x 36 inches | 70.8 x 91.5 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Museum of Modern Art
New York, United States
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Auguste Herbin | Composition 
1940

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 455/8 x 35 inches | 115.9 x 88.9 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Philadelphia Museum of Art
Philadelphia, PA, United States
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