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Great things are 
done by a series 
of small things 

brought together.
- Georges Seurat
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Entitled Le mouillage à Grandcamp, this 
exceptional oil on panel was painted by 
Georges Seurat at a pivotal moment in 
both his artistic development and in art 

history. Hailing from the earliest stages of the Neo-
Impressionist movement, the colorful and avant-
garde seascape is a testament to the utter freedom of 
creativity the artist enjoyed at this important point in 
his career.

Now known as Pointillism, Seurat’s revolutionary 
technique was based on the theory of optical mixture 
by the division of tones. While spending the summer 
of 1885 in Grandcamp, a small fishing village in 
Normandy, Seurat embarked on a series of marine 
paintings, including this magnificent work, that fully 
expressed his new theories on light, color, perception 
and optics. It was through these small works that he 
perfected Pointillism. Though Seurat’s belief he could 
scientifically apply complementary colors to create 
harmony and emotion in art was highly controversial 
at the time, it is regarded today as one of the most 
innovative movements in history.

Le mouillage à Grandcamp is an exceptional 
illustration of this burgeoning movement, depicting a 
sea of mosaic-like blue, green and yellow brushstrokes. 
The distant buildings are secondary to the overall 
painterly effect, appearing to fade into the line of the 
horizon. Seurat often allowed the warm brown tone of 
his panels to show through as background color, and 
here the sand lends the work a deep compositional 
unity. The overcast sky is brought to life by a profusion 
of light, one of Seurat’s virtuosic abilities, and the 
electric sea appears smoldering with light.

Seurat’s sojourn in Grandcamp was the turning 
point in his style. So refreshed by the trip, when Seurat 
returned to Paris following his travels, he once again 
turned to his composition A Sunday Afternoon on La 
Grande Jatte. This time he applied the techniques he 
had developed in Grandcamp, and the result was art 
history’s greatest Pointillist masterpiece. Coveted by 
collectors and connoisseurs alike, Seurat's important 
1885 Normandy coast scenes have been collected 
by numerous important museums, including New 
York's Museum of Modern Art, London's Tate and the 
National Gallery of Australia in Canberra. ●

OVERVIEW
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Alfred Vallotton, Paris
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Private collection
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1 Seurat Georges
Title Le SaintCyrien
Description Georges Seurat (18591891)Le SaintCyrienoil on cradled panel6 x 9

¾
Medium oil on cradled panel
Year of Work 1884
Size Height 6 in.; Width 9.8 in. / Height 15.2 cm.; Width 24.8 cm.
Sale of Christie's New York: Thursday, May 13, 2021 [Lot 0005B]

20th Century Evening Sale
Estimate 2,500,000  3,500,000 USD
Sold For 4,350,000 USD Premium

2 Seurat Georges
Title Paysage, homme assis (Etude pour Un dimanche aprèsmidi à l'Ile de

la Grande Jatte )
Description GEORGES SEURAT (18591891)Paysage, homme assis (Etude pour

Un dimanche aprèsmidi
Medium oil on panel
Year of Work 18841885
Size Height 6.2 in.; Width 9.6 in. / Height 15.7 cm.; Width 24.5 cm.
Sale of Christie's New York: Thursday, May 12, 2022 [Lot 0048C]

20th Century Evening Sale
Estimate 2,000,000  3,000,000 USD
Sold For 4,140,000 USD Premium

3 Seurat Georges
Title Le chenal de Gravelines: Petit Port Philippe
Medium Oil on Panel
Size Height 6.3 in.; Width 9.9 in. / Height 15.9 cm.; Width 25.1 cm.
Sale of Sotheby's New York: Wednesday, May 1, 1996 [Lot 00034]

Impressionist and Modern Art, Part I.
Estimate 2,000,000  3,000,000 USD
Sold For 2,752,500 USD Premium

4 Seurat Georges
Title Paysage avec cheval
Description oil on panel6¼ x 9.7/8 in. (16 x 25.2 cm.)Painted circa
Medium oil on panel
Year of Work Circa 18821883
Size Height 6.3 in.; Width 9.9 in. / Height 16 cm.; Width 25.2 cm.
Sale of Christie's London: Tuesday, February 4, 2014 [Lot 00024]

Impressionist/Modern Evening Sale
Estimate 600,000  800,000 GBP

(978,154  1,304,206 USD)
Sold For 1,202,500 GBP Premium 

(1,960,384 USD)
5 Seurat Georges

Title Femmes assises (Étude pour un dimanche aprèsmidi à l'ile de la
grande jatte)

Medium oil on panel
Year of Work Circa 18841886
Size Height 6.1 in.; Width 9.8 in. / Height 15.6 cm.; Width 25 cm.
Sale of Sotheby's London: Monday, February 5, 2007 [Lot 00056]

Impressionist Evening
Estimate 900,000  1,200,000 GBP

(1,763,820  2,351,760 USD)
Sold For 972,000 GBP Premium 

(1,904,926 USD)
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Georges Seurat | Ruines à Grandcamp
1885

Medium: Oil on panel
Dimensions: 61/8 x 97/8 inches | 15.7 x 25 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Musée d'Orsay
Paris, France
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Georges Seurat | Paysage rose
1879

Medium: Oil on panel
Dimensions: 61/2 x 10 inches | 16.5 x 25.5 cm

Musée d'Orsay
Paris, France 

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Georges Seurat | The Gardener
1882-1883

Medium: Oil on wood
Dimensions: 61/4 x 93/4 inches | 15.9 x 24.8 cm

Metropolitan Museum of Art 
New York, United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Georges Seurat | Final Study for “Bathers at Asnières”
1883

Medium: Oil on panel
Dimensions: 61/4 x 97/8 inches | 15.8 x 25.1 cm

Art Institute of Chicago
Chicago, IL, United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Georges Seurat | Study for “Bathers at Asnières”
1883-4

Medium: Oil on wood panel
Dimensions: 63/16 x 913/16 | 15.7 x 24.9 cm

The Cleveland Museum of Art
Cleveland, OH, United States 

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Georges Seurat | Sunset
1881

Medium: Oil on panel
Dimensions: 6 x 93/4 inches | 15.2 x 24.8 cm

Bristol Museum of Art
Bristol, United Kingdom

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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