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The purpose of 
art is washing 

the dust of daily 
life off our souls.

- Pablo Picasso
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P icasso’s prolific career has been marked by 
many grand love affairs, both romantic, 
intellectual and creative. Beyond his 
lovers like Olga Khoklova and Dora Maar 

and his intellectual muses like Georges Braque 
and Gertrude Stein, Picasso’s greatest love and 
inspiration was perhaps a humble instrument: 
the guitar. Whether it be the Old Guitarist 
from his early blue period, his groundbreaking 
series of three-dimensional guitar sculptures 
from his nascent explorations in Cubism, or his 
explorations with color and biomorphic shapes in 
his Mandolin and Guitar, the guitar is an elusive 
calling card for modern art’s greatest genius. 

In Guitare sur un guéridon, Picasso intertwines 
his signature guitar and a bowl of fruit. These 
two elements are playfully brought together and 
skillfully anchored on the tabletop by a square 
positioned at the center of the composition. 
The result is a captivating and harmonious 
arrangement that showcases Picasso's artistic 
ingenuity in blending these everyday objects into a 
visually striking and cohesive composition. 

This rare gouache was created during the 
pivotal summer of 1920. During this time, 
Picasso lived in Juan-les-Pins, a small coastal 
resort town in the South of France away from the 
confines of the city and the fallout of World War 
I. With this newfound freedom, Picasso entered 
an exciting and innovative creative period and 
began to interrogate the connections between 
Neoclassicism and Cubism. He created a series 
of gouache paintings characterized by their 
flat, geometric nature, sinuous contours and 
strikingly vivid colors. Though not a complete 
departure from his previous Cubist works, this 
series showcased the influence of the Surrealists, 
especially the biomorphic subconscious 
explorations of Joan Miró, upon Picasso’s oeuvre. 
While the breadth of his creativity grew, he 
returned to a familiar motif — the guitar — with a 
renewed sense of vigor and excitement. 

In Guitare sur un guéridon the sinuous lines 
of the guitar mirror the sensuous lines of the 
female form — the other most prevalent subject 
in Picasso's oeuvre. This beautiful and colorful 
gouache work illustrates the seminal movement in 
Picasso's oeuvre from Analytic Cubism toward the 

evolved sensual, biomorphic style that would characterize 
Picasso's later works. Similar gouaches from this time 
can be found in the permanent collections of the Solomon 
R. Guggenheim Museum in New York and the National 
Gallery of Art in Washington D.C.

Born in 1881 in Málaga, Spain, Picasso spent his 
childhood studying drawing and painting under his 
father, Jose Ruíz, who taught at the local art school. 
Picasso spent a year at the Academy of Arts in Madrid, 
before traveling to Paris in 1900. Landing in the center 
of the European art world, Picasso began to mingle in the 
company of other artists, quickly establishing himself as 
a critical figure in the thriving Parisian art scene. Pushing 
the boundaries of his own creativity throughout his long 
career, Picasso devoted himself to artistic production. The 
result was one of the richest and most important oeuvres 
in art history. ●
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Back of painting with exhibition labels
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Pablo Picasso | Seated Man
1915-16

Medium: Watercolor and gouache on off-white wove paper
Dimensions: 113/8 x 87/8 inches | 28.9 × 22.5 cm

Metropolitan Museum of Art 
New York, United States
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14
msrau.com

Pablo Picasso | Pierrot and Harlequin (recto)
1920

Medium: Pen, black ink and gouache on folded cream paper
Dimensions: 103/4  x 83/8 inches | 27.3 x 21.3 cm

National Gallery of Art
Washington D.C., United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Pablo Picasso | Man with Guitar
1915-16

Medium: Watercolor, gouache, resin and graphite on white wove paper 
Dimensions: 121/4 x 91/2 inches | 31.1 × 24.1 cm

Metropolitan Museum of Art 
New York, United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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