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 A good cover has 
a distinct silhouette.

- J.C. Leyendecker
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A debonair sleuth peers through a 
stained glass window at the mysterious 
silhouette of a man in this captivating 
oil on canvas by great American 

illustrator J.C. Leyendecker. Painted for the June 
2, 1906 cover of The Saturday Evening Post, 
The Sleuth illustrates a scene from the story 
"Mortmain" by Arthur Train. An accomplished 
lawyer and writer, Train wrote dozens of 
thrilling legal stories about a fictional lawyer 
named Ephraim Tutt that were published in The 
Saturday Evening Post, and soon his heroic 
character became "the best-known lawyer in 
America." This striking cover art signaled another 
installment of Train’s Tutt chronicles printed 
within the magazine, a story that can still be 
accessed today.

Leyendecker’s masterful illustration 
encapsulates the intrigue of the story and 
showcases his renowned ability to capture the 
character of his models and convey a story 
through a single scene. Here, Leyendecker tells a 
compelling story through the inclusion of only a 
few compositional details. His debonair subject, 
Ephraim Tutt, appears in profile, connoting that 
he is turning to listen in on the conversation of the 
shadowy figure behind the stained glass window. 
Leyendecker renders Train’s Tutt figure in rich 
sartorial details, with a sumptuous cravat collar, 
bright orange gemstone tie pin and a luxurious 
mink-trimmed winter coat.

J.C. Leyendecker is credited with creating 
some of the most beloved and endearing images 
of his era that set the style and tone for entire 
generations of Americans. In 1898, Leyendecker 
produced the first of 48 covers for Collier’s 
magazine. The next year, he painted his first 

cover for The Saturday Evening Post, which was the 
beginning of a 44-year association with that esteemed 
publication. Over the course of his career, he would 
also paint covers for Life magazine, illustrations for 
a library of books and transform advertising for such 
companies as B. Kuppenheimer & Co. and Interwoven 
Socks. His remarkable and extensive oeuvre ensured 
his influence over an entire generation of young artists, 
most notably Norman Rockwell, who was vocal about 
the impact of Leyendecker on his work. Today, he 
remains one of the most beloved American illustrators 
of the early 20th century. ●

OVERVIEW
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The Saturday Evening Post, June 2, 1906, Volume 178, Issue 49
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Joseph Christian Leyendecker
Title Football Hero, Saturday Evening Post cover
Description Joseph Christian Leyendecker (American, 18741951) Beatup Boy,

Football Hero, The Saturda
Medium Oil on canvas
Year of Work 1914
Size Height 30 in.; Width 21 in. / Height 76.2 cm.; Width 53.3 cm.
Misc. Signed, Inscribed
Sale of Heritage Auctions: Friday, May 7, 2021 [Lot 67167]

American Art Signature Auction  Dallas #8043
Estimate 150,000  250,000 USD
Sold For 4,121,250 USD Premium

Joseph Christian Leyendecker
Title First Long Suit, The Saturday Evening Post cover
Description Joseph Christian Leyendecker (American, 18741951) First Long Suit,

The Saturday Evening P
Medium Oil on canvas
Year of Work 1937
Size Height 27.8 in.; Width 22.2 in. / Height 70.5 cm.; Width 56.5 cm.
Misc. Signed, Inscribed
Sale of Heritage Auctions: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 [Lot 67132]

American Art Signature® Auction #8080
Estimate 300,000  500,000 USD
Sold For 615,000 USD Premium

Joseph Christian Leyendecker
Title Town Crier, The Saturday Evening Post cover
Description Joseph Christian Leyendecker (American, 18741951) Town Crier,

The Saturday Evening Post c
Medium Oil on canvas
Year of Work 1925
Size Height 27 in.; Width 20 in. / Height 68.6 cm.; Width 50.8 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Heritage Auctions: Friday, November 4, 2022 [Lot 67207]

American Art Signature® Auction #8099
Estimate 120,000  180,000 USD
Sold For 423,000 USD Premium

Joseph Christian Leyendecker
Title Thanksgiving, 16281928: 300 Years (Pilgrim and Football Player),

The Saturday Evening Post cover, November 24, 1928
Description JOSEPH CHRISTIAN LEYENDECKER (American, 1874

1951)Thanksgiving, 16281928: 300 Years
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work 1928
Size Height 28.3 in.; Width 21 in. / Height 71.8 cm.; Width 53.3 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Heritage Auctions Texas: Saturday, May 2, 2015 [Lot 68068]

American Art Signature Auction
Estimate 100,000  150,000 USD
Sold For 365,000 USD Premium

Joseph Christian Leyendecker
Title Summer, The Saturday Evening Post cover
Description Joseph Christian Leyendecker (American, 18741951) Summer, The

Saturday Evening Post cover
Medium Oil on canvas
Year of Work 1927
Size Height 26.5 in.; Width 19.5 in. / Height 67.3 cm.; Width 49.5 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Heritage Auctions: Friday, November 5, 2021 [Lot 67159]

American Art Signature® Auction #8058  Session 1
Estimate 200,000  300,000 USD
Sold For 325,000 USD Premium

Joseph Christian Leyendecker
Title Playing Hooky, The Saturday Evening Post cover
Description Joseph Christian Leyendecker (American, 18741951) Playing Hooky,

The Saturday Evening Pos
Medium Oil on canvas
Year of Work 1914
Size Height 30.3 in.; Width 21 in. / Height 76.8 cm.; Width 53.3 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Heritage Auctions: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 [Lot 67133]

American Art Signature® Auction #8080
Estimate 200,000  300,000 USD
Sold For 300,000 USD Premium

Joseph Christian Leyendecker
Title 1919, The Saturday Evening Post cover
Description Signed lower right: JCLeyendecker
Medium Oil on canvas
Year of Work 1918
Size Height 27 in.; Width 19 in. / Height 68.6 cm.; Width 48.3 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Heritage Auctions Texas: Friday, May 3, 2019 [Lot 68095]

American Art
Estimate 100,000  150,000 USD
Sold For 275,000 USD Premium

Joseph Christian Leyendecker
Title New Year’s Baby Hitching to War, The Saturday Evening Post

unpublished cover
Description Joseph Christian Leyendecker (American, 18741951) New Year's

Baby Hitching to War, The Sa
Medium Oil on canvas
Year of Work 1943
Size Height 31 in.; Width 24 in. / Height 78.7 cm.; Width 61 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Heritage Auctions Texas: Wednesday, July 1, 2020 [Lot 68163]

American Art Signature Auction  Dallas #8007
Estimate 60,000  80,000 USD
Sold For 275,000 USD Premium

Joseph Christian Leyendecker
Title Fourth of July, The Saturday Evening Post cover
Description Joseph Christian Leyendecker (American, 18741951) Fourth of July,

The Saturday Evening Po
Medium Oil on canvas
Year of Work 1911
Size Height 28 in.; Width 20.5 in. / Height 71.1 cm.; Width 52.1 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Heritage Auctions: Friday, May 12, 2023 [Lot 67059]

Diverse Visions: Important Works by American Masters Signature®
Auction #8113

Estimate 200,000  300,000 USD
Sold For 275,000 USD Premium

AUCTION COMPARABLES
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J.C. Leyendecker | Great War Victory illustration for 
The Saturday Evening Post
1918

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 27 x 197/8 inches | 68.6 x 50.4 cm 

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Smithsonian American Art Museum
Washington, D.C., United States
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J.C. Leyendecker | At Tea
Circa 1920

Medium: Gouache on cardboard with light tan wove paper facing  
Dimensions: 135/8 x 14 inches | 34.6 x 35.6 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Metropolitan Museum of Art 
New York, United States
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