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Gauguin interests 
me very much as a 
man — very much.

- Vincent van Gogh on Paul Gauguin
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Paul Gauguin revolutionized the art world 
by transcending the naturalism that 
dominated 19th-century art, opting for an 
emotive use of color, form and symbolism. 

As a leading Post-Impressionist, most of his works 
now reside in esteemed museums worldwide. 
Paysage montagneux exemplifies Gauguin’s 
groundbreaking technique and is a tribute to his 
enduring genius.

Though inspired by the principles of 
Impressionist visionaries such as Cézanne, Monet, 
Pissarro and Degas, Gauguin was never one to 
follow the status quo. This unique composition 
is a testament to Gauguin's expertise in color 
harmonies and painterly brushstrokes, all 
employed with the artist's signature innovations. 
Painted in Pontoise in the summer of 1882, 
Paysage montagneux, or Mountain landscape, 
captures a secluded mountain trail framed by 
vibrant foliage. Rather than capturing the sky 
naturalistically lit by sunset hues, Gauguin paints 
billowing green and blue clouds, contrasting 
greatly with vivid flora that appears to be lit by 
a warm waning afternoon sun. Departing from 
precision to better represent a distinctive sensory 
experience, this captivating composition turns the 
conventional landscape painting on its head. 

Originally a successful stockbroker and an early 
aficionado of Impressionist works, Paul Gauguin 
entered the art world through his association with 
Camille Pissarro. Blessed with a unique sense of 
color and zest for life, he originally painted only 
as a hobby, yet transformed this pastime into his 
life’s work in 1882, when the Paris stock market 
crash cost him his job. Paysage montagneux was 
painted the summer of that fruitful and pivotal 

year. Although he had no formal artistic education, 
Gauguin was invited to exhibit in the Impressionist 
exhibitions of 1880, 1881 and 1882. Over time, his innate 
talent led him to develop an avant-garde style marked 
by abstract shapes and a compressed sense of space. 
Gauguin's pioneering sensibilities had a lasting impact, 
inspiring a new generation of artists to adopt his unique 
blend of passion, energy and compositional balance.

Gauguin’s works are currently held in the world’s most 
esteemed museums and private collections. Similar, 
though less vibrant, landscape compositions are held 
in the permanent collections of the Louvre, the Museo 
National Thyssen-Bornemisza, Madrid, the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, and the National Gallery of Art in 
Washington D.C. ●
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Sale, Brussels, May 4, 1925, lot 58

Sale, Galerie Georges Petit, Paris, May 30-31, 1927, lot 34

Mr. and Mrs. Dalzell Hatfield, Los Angeles

Sale, Christie’s, New York, November 10, 1987, lot 12

Sale, Sotheby’s, New York, November 17, 1998, lot 29

Private collection, New York

M.S. Rau, New Orleans

Private collection, Florida

M.S. Rau, New Orleans 

PROVENANCE

Georges Wildenstein, Paul Gauguin, Paris, 1964, no. 74, illustrated p. 31

La Jolla Art Center, Great French Paintings, 1870-1910, June 15 - July 26, 1956, no. 6
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LETTER OF AUTHENTICITY 
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Georges Wildenstein, Paul Gauguin, Paris, 1964, p. 31, no. 74
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Georges Wildenstein, Paul Gauguin, Paris, 1964, p. 31, no. 74
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Georges Wildenstein, Paul Gauguin, Paris, 1964, p. 31, no. 74
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EXHIBITED

GREAT FRENCH PAINTINGS 
1870-1910 

Archives C E·N TE R I N LA J OLLA 5 

La Jolla Art Center, Great French Paintings, 1870-1910, June 15 - July 26, 1956, no. 6
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EXHIBITED

La Jolla Art Center, Great French Paintings, 1870-1910, June 15 - July 26, 1956, no. 6
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EXHIBITED

La Jolla Art Center, Great French Paintings, 1870-1910, June 15 - July 26, 1956, no. 6
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EXHIBITED

La Jolla Art Center, Great French Paintings, 1870-1910, June 15 - July 26, 1956, no. 6
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AUCTION COMPARABLES
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Paul Gauguin | Brittany Landscape
1888

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 28 x 351/4 inches | 71.12 x 89.53 cm

National Gallery of Art
Washington D.C., United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES



18
msrau.com

Paul Gauguin | Street in Rouen
1884

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 283/4 x 361/4 inches | 73.02 x 92.07 cm

Museo Nacional Thyssen-Bornemisza 
Madrid, Spain

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Paul Gauguin | Entrance to the Village of Osny
1882-1883

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 235/8 x 285/8 inches | 60 x 72.7 cm

Museum of Fine Arts
Boston, MA, United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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