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Real painters 
understand with a 

brush in their hand.
- Berthe Morisot
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C elebrated for her ability to capture the 
essence of a moment, Morisot takes 
us to the sun-kissed hills of Cimiez in 
this magnificent composition entitled 

Les Aloès, Cimiez. The prepatory sketch for this 
striking painting resides in the collection of the 
Musée Marmottan Monet in Paris, underscoring 
its importance as a pivotal moment in Morisot's 
oeuvre. Les Aloès, Cimiez is an ode to the 
enchanting landscapes of the Mediterranean and 
tells a timeless tale of familial warmth.  

In the aftermath of the disbanding of the 
Impressionists after their last exhibition in 1886, 
Morisot, accompanied by her husband Eugène 
Manet and their daughter Julie, sought refuge 
in the picturesque Villa Ratti. The sojourn to 
the South of France offered the artist a bounty 
of beauty and countryside quietude to continue 
her painting. Under Morisot's delicate brush, 
the aloes of the garden come alive, seemingly 
dancing in a gentle breeze. Her palette of pastel 
blues, yellows and greens enhance the tranquility 
of the setting. Beyond the swirling leaves in the 
foreground, a slender feminine figure graces 
the threshold of the villa – perhaps the artist's 
daughter, Julie Manet. Morisot's affection for the 
balmy Mediterranean climate is clear, further 
illustrated by an 1889 letter to her sister, Edma: 
“The country is delicious; I work, I make aloes, 
orange trees, olive trees; finally, a whole exotic 
vegetation very difficult to draw.” 

Further distinguished by its prestigious 
provenance, Les Aloès, Cimiez was held in the 
private collection of the artist’s daughter, Julie 
Manet, before passing to Ernest Rouart and 
Julien Rouart. Exhibited widely, it was shown 
at the famed Galerie Durand-Ruel twice and the 
important 1907 Salon d’Automne. The painting is 
reproduced in Marie-Louise Bataille and Georges 
Wildestein’s catalogue raisonné of the artist’s 
works, as well as that of Alain Clairet. 

Born in Bourges, France, in 1841, Berthe 
Morisot came from a wealthy family. Like many 
young girls of her social class, she received private 
art lessons beginning at the age of 11. Her teacher, 
the painter Joseph Guichard, helped to introduce 
her to the Parisian art scene. Through him, 
Morisot made the acquaintances of Jean-Baptiste-

Camille Corot and Édouard Manet, both of whom would 
have a profound impact on her career and artistic style.

Morisot exhibited regularly at the Paris Salon from 
1864 to 1873 until, in 1874, she joined the Société 
Anonyme Coopérative des Artistes Peintres, Sculpteurs, 
Graveurs — the group that would become known as the 
Impressionists. They held their first exhibition that same 
year, and Morisot would go on to exhibit in all but one 
of the Impressionist shows. Today, Morisot’s drawings, 
watercolors and oils are in major museums worldwide, 
including the Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York), 
the National Gallery of Art (Washington D.C.), the Tate 
Modern (London), the Louvre (Paris) and the Musée 
d’Orsay (Paris). Because Morisot was wealthy, painting 
was a passion and not a necessity, thus her oeuvre is 
selective and her works extremely difficult to acquire. ●

OVERVIEW



5
msrau.com

Private collection of Julie Manet & Ernest Rouart

Private collection of Julien Rouart

Private collection, Paris

M.S. Rau, New Orleans
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3 Berthe Morisot
Title La femme au gant or La Parisienne
Medium Oil on Canvas
Year of Work 18851885
Size Height 25.4 in.; Width 21.4 in. / Height 64.5 cm.; Width 54.3 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Sotheby's New York: Monday, November 16, 1998 [Lot 00038]

Impressionist and Modern Art, Part I (lots 3879)
Estimate 700,000  900,000 USD
Sold For 1,652,500 USD Premium

4 Berthe Morisot
Title Fillettes à la fenêtre (Jeanne et Edma Bodeau)
Description Berthe Morisot (18411895)Fillettes à la fenêtre (Jeanne et Edma

Bodeau)stamped wi
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work 1892
Size Height 25.8 in.; Width 19.3 in. / Height 65.5 cm.; Width 49 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Christie's New York: Tuesday, November 1, 2011 [Lot 00081]

Impressionist and Modern Evening Sale
Estimate 1,200,000  1,600,000 USD
Sold For 1,538,500 USD Premium

6 Berthe Morisot
Title Devant la toilette
Medium oil on canvas
Size Height 25.5 in.; Width 21.3 in. / Height 64.8 cm.; Width 54 cm.
Misc. Stamped
Sale of Sotheby's New York: Wednesday, May 9, 2007 [Lot 00126]

Impressionist and Modern Art Day Sale
Estimate 400,000  600,000 USD
Sold For 1,160,000 USD Premium

8 Berthe Morisot
Title Petite fille à l'oiseau
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work 1891
Size Height 25.6 in.; Width 21.3 in. / Height 65.1 cm.; Width 54 cm.
Misc. Stamped
Sale of Sotheby's New York: Thursday, November 8, 2007 [Lot 00123]

Impressionist & Modern Art Day Sale
Estimate 800,000  1,200,000 USD
Sold For 937,000 USD Premium

9 Berthe Morisot
Title Jeune femme relevant ses cheveux
Description signed 'Berthe Morisot' (lower right)oil on canvas25½ x 21¼ in. (65 x

54 cm.)P
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work 1894
Size Height 25.6 in.; Width 21.3 in. / Height 65 cm.; Width 54 cm.
Misc. Stamped
Sale of Christie's London: Wednesday, June 25, 2014 [Lot 00315]

Impressionist/Modern Day Sale
Estimate 200,000  300,000 GBP

(339,673  509,510 USD)
Sold For 506,500 GBP Premium 

(860,224 USD)
1 0 Berthe Morisot

Title ALICE GAMBY DANS LE SALON
Description Berthe Morisot1841  1895ALICE GAMBY DANS LE SALONStamped

Berthe Morisot (l
Medium Oil on canvas
Year of Work 1890
Size Height 26.7 in.; Width 20 in. / Height 67.7 cm.; Width 50.8 cm.
Misc. Stamped
Sale of Sotheby's New York: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 [Lot 00161]

Impressionist & Modern Art Day Sale
Estimate 400,000  600,000 USD
Sold For 836,000 USD Premium
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20 Berthe Morisot
Title La Jatte de lait
Description Property of Thomas and Lore FirmanBerthe Morisot1841

- 1895La Jatte de
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work 1890
Size Height 21.6 in.; Width 22.1 in. / Height 54.9 cm.; Width

56.2 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Sotheby's New York: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 [Lot

00117]
Modern Day Auction

Estimate 800,000 - 1,200,000 USD
Sold For 1,381,000 USD Premium

24 Berthe Morisot
Title Fillettes à la fenêtre, Jeanne et Edma Bodeau
Medium Oil on Canvas
Year of Work 1892-1892
Size Height 25.8 in.; Width 19.3 in. / Height 65.5 cm.; Width

49 cm.
Misc. Stamped
Sale of Christie's New York: Tuesday, November 11, 1997 [Lot

00117]
Impressionist and Modern Paintings, Drawings and
Sculpture - Part I - Sale 8772

Estimate 1,200,000 - 1,600,000 USD
Sold For 1,212,500 USD Premium

29 Berthe Morisot
Title JULIE MANET A LA PERRUCHE
Medium Oil on Canvas
Year of Work 1890-1890
Size Height 33 in.; Width 21.8 in. / Height 83.8 cm.; Width

55.3 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Sotheby's New York: Thursday, May 17, 1990 [Lot

00001]
IMPRESSIONIST AND MODERN PAINTINGS AND
SCULPTURE PART I

Estimate 700,000 - 900,000 USD
Sold For 1,045,000 USD Hammer
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Berthe Morisot | Aloès, Villa Ratti
1889

Medium: Pastel on paper
Dimensions: 121/4 x 173/4 inches | 31 x 45 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Musée Marmottan Monet 
Paris, France
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Berthe Morisot | Forêt de Compiègne
1885

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 251/2 x 213/8 inches | 64.77 x 54 cm

Art Institute of Chicago
Chicago, IL, United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Berthe Morisot | La leçon dans le jardin
1886

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 239/16 × 283/4 inches | 59.8 x 73 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Denver Art Museum
Denver, CO, United States
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Berthe Morisot | Les Foins à Bougival
1883

Medium: Oil on canvas 
Dimensions: 195/8 x 24 inches | 50 x 61 cm

Musée Marmottan Monet 
Paris, France

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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