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Renoir may be the 
only great painter 

who has never 
painted a sad picture.

- Octave Mirabeau
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Perhaps more than any other 
Impressionist, Pierre-Auguste Renoir 
possessed a deep appreciation for the 
French landscape, which he beautifully 

expressed through his art. This oil on canvas, 
entitled Au bord de la rivière, reveals his mastery 
over the genre. It is exemplary of the artist's quest 
to capture an unspoiled vision of the French 
landscape on canvas, free from any signs of urban 
life. He highlights his native France's natural 
beauty, depicting her with a timeless, picturesque 
charm that is unchanged by the ravages of time 
and industrialization. Ambient and atmospheric, 
the work evokes harmony and tranquility that 
defines Renoir's very best landscape scenes.

Some of his boldest experimentations in light 
and color were performed in his pure landscapes. 
Free of any narrative or human element, Renoir 
was able to play freely with rough brushwork 
and vivid color palettes. Au bord de la rivière is a 
product of this experimentation. Swirling impasto 
brushwork and an unbridled color palette imbue 
this scene with the sense of impermanence that 
defined the Impressionist tradition. Brilliant pinks 
intermingle with yellows, greens and blues in 
the scene, while Renoir's quick strokes create the 
feeling of a windy day that is just coming to its end. 

It was landscapes such as this, painted en 
plein air and infused with light, that would 
eventually give the Impressionists their now-
legendary name. Following in the footsteps of 
Barbizon School artists such as Camille Corot 
and Jean-François Millet, Renoir and his fellow 
Impressionists moved from the studio to the 
countryside to conduct their artistic experiments 
with color and atmosphere. Capturing their most 
fleeting impressions in every brush stroke, the 
resulting landscapes forever changed art history.

Born in Limoges, France in 1841, Renoir 
began his career as an apprentice to a painter of 

porcelain wares. He later moved to Paris at the age of 21, 
enrolling at the prestigious École des Beaux-Arts. It was 
here, while studying under Charles Gleyre, that Renoir 
attained a tremendous appreciation for the academic 
style of painting, a quality that would last throughout 
his career. This was also the time during which he met 
Claude Monet and several other classmates, with whom 
he would later form the Impressionists. 

Working closely with Monet, Renoir began 
experimenting with the portrayal of light and its effect on 
his canvases. The youngest member of the Impressionist 
movement, Renoir recognized how a subject was 
constantly changing due to the dynamic effects of light 
on color. Relying heavily upon his academic training 
that focused on composition, line and descriptive details, 
Renoir distinguished himself among his contemporaries. 
His intuitive use of color and expansive brushstroke, 
along with an acute attention to his subject, have placed 
him among the finest painters in history. ●

OVERVIEW
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Succession Pierre-Auguste Renoir

Bernheim-Jeune, Paris (after 1919)

Raphaël Gérard, Paris, 1939

Luciano Pomini, Italy, 1974

Sotheby Parke-Bernet, London, June 26, 1984, no. 18

Sotheby's, London, December 3, 1986, no. 13

Private Collection

Christie's, New York, May 1, 1996, no. 132

Private Collection, Europe

M.S. Rau, New Orleans

Private Collection, West Virginia

M.S. Rau, New Orleans

PROVENANCE

OVERVIEW

M. Elder, Bernheim-Jeune, and A. Andre, Renoir's Atelier, San Francisco, 1989, no. 181 (illustrated)

G.P. Dauberville and M. Dauberville, Renoir: Catalogue Raisonne des Tableaux, Pastels, Dessins et Aquarelles, 
Vol. III, Paris, 2010, p. 109, no. 1872

LITERATURE



6
msrau.com

LETTER OF AUTHENTICITY 
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LETTER OF AUTHENTICITY
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G.P. Dauberville and M. Dauberville, Renoir: Catalogue Raisonne des Tableaux, Pastels, Dessins et Aquarelles, 
Vol. III, Paris, 2010, p. 109, no. 1872
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M. Elder, Bernheim-Jeune, and A. Andre, Renoir's Atelier, San Francisco, 1989, no. 181 (illustrated)
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M. Elder, Bernheim-Jeune, and A. Andre, Renoir's Atelier, San Francisco, 1989, no. 181 (illustrated)
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M. Elder, Bernheim-Jeune, and A. Andre, Renoir's Atelier, San Francisco, 1989, no. 181 (illustrated)
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AUCTION COMPARABLES Price Database
25 February 2025

Pierre-Auguste Renoir
La route à Wargemont
oil on canvas
Height 54.7 x Width 65.7 cm.
Height 21.535 x Width 25.866 in.
1879

11 November 2021 over 3 years ago
Christie's New York
20th Century Evening Sale – [Lot ����C]

est. 3,000,000 � 5,000,000 USD 4,830,000 USD

Pierre-Auguste Renoir
La Seine à Argenteuil
oil on canvas
Height 54.8 x Width 65.7 cm.
Height 21.575 x Width 25.866 in.
1888

11 May 2023 almost 2 years ago
Christie's New York
20th Century Evening Sale – [Lot 067 A]

est. 1,000,000 � 1,500,000 USD 4,527,000 USD
↑ 202% estPrice Database

25 February 2025

Pierre-Auguste Renoir
Pierre-Auguste Renoir 皮耶・
奧古斯特・雷諾瓦 | Un Jardin à
Sorrente 索倫托的花園
oil on canvas
Height 67 x Width 82 cm.
Height 26.378 x Width 32.283 in.
1881

05 April 2024 11 months ago
Sotheby's Hong Kong
Modern & Contemporary Evening Auction – [Lot 01525]

est. 12,000,000 � 16,000,000 HKD 24,347,500 HKD
est. 1,532,841 � 2,043,788 USD 3,110,070 USD

↑ 52% est

Pierre-Auguste Renoir
Sur la falaise
oil on canvas
Height 54.1 x Width 65.1 cm.
Height 21.299 x Width 25.63 in.
1879

07 March 2024 12 months ago
Christie's London
20th / 21st Century: London Evening Sale – [Lot 00057]

est. 1,500,000 � 2,500,000 GBP 1,855,000 GBP
est. 1,919,140 � 3,198,567 USD 2,373,336 USD

Pierre-Auguste Renoir
LA PROMENADE AU BORD DE
LA MER (LE BOIS DE LA
CHAISE NOIRMOUTIER)
oil on canvas
Height 66.2 x Width 81.4 cm.
Height 26.063 x Width 32.047 in.
1892

14 May 2019 almost 6 years ago
Sotheby's New York
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00053]

est. 1,200,000 � 1,800,000 USD 2,360,000 USD
↑ 31% est
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AUCTION COMPARABLES Price Database
25 February 2025

Pierre-Auguste Renoir
UN JARDIN À SORRENTE
oil on canvas
Height 67 x Width 82 cm.
Height 26.378 x Width 32.283 in.
1881

21 June 2016 over 8 years ago
Sotheby's London
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00013]

est. 1,000,000 � 1,500,000 GBP 1,385,000 GBP
est. 1,466,705 � 2,200,058 USD 2,031,387 USD

Pierre-Auguste Renoir
Route à Berneval
oil on canvas
Height 50.2 x Width 61.3 cm.
Height 19.764 x Width 24.134 in.
1880

08 May 2013 almost 12 years ago
Sotheby's New York
Impressionist & Modern Art Day Sale – [Lot 00439]

est. 1,000,000 � 1,500,000 USD 1,925,000 USD
↑ 28% est

Pierre-Auguste Renoir
Paysage avec figures
oil on canvas
Height 46.3 x Width 55.2 cm.
Height 18.228 x Width 21.732 in.
1890

05 November 2014 over 10 years ago
Christie's New York
Impressionist & Modern Evening Sale – [Lot 00009]

est. 1,000,000 � 1,500,000 USD 1,925,000 USD
↑ 28% est

Pierre-Auguste Renoir
La grande allée à Varengeville
oil on canvas
Height 65.8 x Width 54.6 cm.
Height 25.906 x Width 21.496 in.
1888�1890

25 June 2024 8 months ago
Sotheby's London
Modern & Contemporary Evening Auction, including the Ralph I.
Goldenberg Collection – [Lot 00038]

est. 1,000,000 � 1,500,000 GBP 1,440,000 GBP
est. 1,267,427 � 1,901,140 USD 1,825,095 USD

Pierre-Auguste Renoir
Le Châlet de Blanche Pierson
à Pourville
oil on canvas
Height 54 x Width 65.1 cm.
Height 21.26 x Width 25.63 in.
1882

02 May 2012 almost 13 years ago
Sotheby's New York
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00056]

est. 1,500,000 � 2,000,000 USD 1,762,500 USD
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Pierre-Auguste Renoir | Lakeside Landscape
Circa 1889

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 181/2 x 23 inches | 47 x 58.2 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

The National Gallery
London, England
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Pierre-Auguste Renoir | Hills around the Bay of Moulin 
Huet, Guernsey
1883

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 181/8 x 253/4 inches | 46 x 65.4 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Metropolitan Museum of Art 
New York, United States
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Pierre-Auguste Renoir | The Seine at Chatou
1881

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 287/8 x 363/8 inches | 73.3 x 92.4 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Museum of Fine Arts
Boston, MA, United States
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