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I'm going to show 
you the orgies of 
color I'm working 

on at the moment.
- Edgar Degas 

On his Russian Dancers series, 1899
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OVERVIEW

Edgar Degas’s dancers need very little 
introduction — no artist has better 
captured the female body in fervent 
motion. This exceptionally rare pastel, 

entitled Ukrainian Dancers, is by far the stand-out 
work of the artist’s famed series on these traditional 
folk dancers. Published in important literature and 
exhibited widely, this artwork is a testament to 
Degas’s singular status as art history’s master of the 
dancing female form.

Ukrainian Dancers exemplifies Degas' 
extraordinary ability to portray the dynamic energy 
of dancers, as it bursts with countless layers of 
luminous color and ethereal vibrancy. The artist's 
masterful, bold use of pastel in this composition is a 
hallmark of his work of the 1890s, when he turned 
to this expressive medium for greater spontaneity. 
Out of the 18 works in his Russian Dancers series of 
1899, our pastel is a shining beacon of color, texture 
and dynamism. As the masterpiece of the series, it 
was prominently featured in its own room in the 
groundbreaking 2017 exhibition Degas: ‘Russian 
Dancers’ and the Art of Pastel at the J. Paul Getty 

Museum. Many of the other pastels and sketches 
from this important series are housed in prestigious 
museums, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
and the National Gallery, London. 

Degas became enthralled with these Ukrainian 
peasant dancers during his frequent visits to Parisian 
cabarets, where lively folk performances were popular 
after the French and Russian Empire Alliance in 
1894. For Degas, these dancers offered an intriguing 
contrast to his graceful, restrained ballerinas. Our 
pastel practically vibrates with the unique vitality 
and visceral exuberance that the artist saw in these 
dancers, expressed in his emphatic line work and bold 
color palette. The thatched cottage on the horizon 
lends an authentic touch to the lush pastoral scene 
where Degas sets this dancing trio.

Ukrainian Dancers emphasizes Degas’s 
unending search for new modes of expression and 
experimentation that characterized his later works like 
this one. Purchased originally by the artist’s brother 
René de Gas at the first-ever Atelier Degas sale in 1918, 
this work has had an illustrious history ever since, 
being published and exhibited across the globe. ●
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Atelier Degas: 1st Atelier Degas Sale, 1918, acquired there by the artist’s brother

René de Gas (1845-1921); his estate sale, 1927

Dieterle, Paris

Albert Sancholle Henraux (1881-1953), Paris

Private collection, Paris

Sam Salz (ca. 1894-1981), New York

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander M. Lewyt, New York, acquired from above 1953

Private collection

Private collection, acquired from Wildenstein, New York, 2008
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J. Manet, Journal (1893-1899): Sa jeunesse parmi les peintres impressionnistes et les hommes de lettres, 
Paris, 1979, p. 238, entry of Saturday, July 1, 1899 [English ed., Growing up with the Impressionists: The 
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Context within His Late Period (1885-1908)” (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Ohio State University), 1987, 
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R. Thomson, “The Degas Exhibition in Ottawa and New York,” Burlington Magazine, CXXXI, No. 1033, 
April 1989, p. 295
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Degas's The Russian Dancers and the Art of Pastel 5.5.15 2 of 5DEG Labels FINAL 3
Reproduction Restricted. This drawing and its 
contents are the property of the J. Paul Getty 
Museum, Exhibition Design Department. The 
use of same in whole or part does not include

 the right to reproduce or publish without ex-
press authority in writing from the J. Paul Getty 
Museum, Exhibition Design Department.

It is the responsibility of the manufacturer/
fabricator/ contractor to verify all dimensions 
and report any discrepancies to the J. Paul Getty 
Museum prior to commencement of work. © 2014 J. Paul Getty Trust

Russian Dancers
1899

Edgar Degas
French, 1834–1917
Pastel on tracing paper

This extraordinary pastel is a testament to Degas’s 
ability to rise to new challenges toward the end of 
his career. In a departure from his well-known 
depictions of ballet, Degas produced a dazzling 
series portraying the unfamiliar steps of Ukrainian 
folk dance. In this work, considered to be the 
masterpiece of the series, Degas’s virtuosic han-
dling of pastel achieves a harmony of color and 
texture that captures the dynamism and vitality of 
dance. 

Lent by a private collection

L.2015.70

Waiting 
About 1882

Edgar Degas
French, 1834–1917
Pastel on paper

A young ballet dancer bends forward to massage 
her ankle, while her somberly dressed older com-
panion sits silently beside her on a bench. They 
appear to be waiting, perhaps for an audition or 
its outcome. The two figures are a study in con-
trasts: the athletic dancer dressed in a dazzling 
costume reflects the glamour and artifice of the 
stage, while the darkly clad, bent figure represents 
the drabness of everyday life. Delicately blended 
strokes are combined with bold hatching and em-
phatic slashes; pink, blue, and creamy tones de-
scribe the dancer in contrast to the severe form of 
the older woman.

The J. Paul Getty Museum, owned jointly with the 
Norton Simon Art Foundation, Pasadena

83.GG.219

Los Angeles, The J. Paul Getty Museum, Degas: Russian Dancers and the Art of the Pastel, 
May 19, 2015 – October 11, 2015 and May 3, 2016 to October 23, 2016 (on loan through 29 April 2017)
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1 Edgar Degas
Title Danseuse au repos
Description Executed circa 1879.Signed Degas (lower right)Pastel and gouache

on
Medium pastel and gouache
Year of Work Circa 1879
Size Height 23.2 in.; Width 25.2 in. / Height 59 cm.; Width 64 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Sotheby's New York: Monday, November 3, 2008 [Lot 00014]

Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale
Estimate No Estimate Received
Sold For 37,042,500 USD Premium

2 Edgar Degas
Title Danseuse au repos
Medium Gouache and Pastel
Year of Work 1879­1879
Size Height 23.2 in.; Width 25.2 in. / Height 59 cm.; Width 64 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Sotheby's London: Monday, June 28, 1999 [Lot 00004]

Impressionist and Modern Art
Estimate 5,000,000 ­ 7,000,000 GBP

(7,911,392 ­ 11,075,949 USD)
Sold For 17,601,500 GBP Premium 

(27,850,474 USD)
3 Edgar Degas

Title Danseuses à la barre
Description Edgar Degas (1834­1917)Danseuses à la barresigned and indistinctly

inscribed 'Dega
Medium pastel, gouache and charcoal
Year of Work Circa 1880
Size Height 25.9 in.; Width 20 in. / Height 65.8 cm.; Width 50.7 cm.
Misc. Signed, Inscribed
Sale of Christie's London: Tuesday, June 24, 2008 [Lot 00009]

Impressionist and Modern Art Evening Sale
Estimate 4,000,000 ­ 6,000,000 GBP

(7,857,002 ­ 11,785,504 USD)
Sold For 13,481,250 GBP Premium 

(26,480,554 USD)
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Edgar Degas | Ukrainian Dancers
Circa 1899

Medium: Pastel and charcoal on tracing paper laid onto millboard
Dimensions: 283/4 x 231/4 inches | 73 x 59.1 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

The National Gallery
London, England
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MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Edgar Degas | Russian Dancers
Circa 1899

Medium: Pastel on tracing paper mounted on cardboard
Dimensions: 241/2 x 243/4 inches | 62.2 x 62.9 cm

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
Houston, TX, United States
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MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Edgar Degas | Dancers in Ukrainian Dress
1899

Medium: Charcoal and pastel, on tracing paper, mounted on cardboard
Dimensions: 243/4 x 251/2 inches | 62.9 x 64.8 cm

Metropolitan Museum of Art 
New York, United States
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Edgar Degas | Dancer in Ukrainian Dress
1899

Medium: Pastel over charcoal on tracing paper
Dimensions: 243/8 x 18 inches | 61.9 x 45.7 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Metropolitan Museum of Art 
New York, United States



msrau.com |  504-826-8856


