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Art requires philosophy, 
just as philosophy requires 
art. Otherwise, what would 

become of beauty?
- Paul Gauguin
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Early works by the legendary Paul Gauguin, 
particularly those comprising his rare still 
lifes, are rare treasures. This remarkable 
composition, entitled Fleurs dans un vase 

avec partition musicale (Flowers in a Vase with 
Musical Score), stands as an important glimpse of 
the burgeoning master’s unparalleled eye for color, 
composition and expressive brushwork.

Using an extraordinary palette of soft pastels 
and rich jewel tones, Gauguin renders the central 
bouquet in luminous splendor that emerges in 
three dimensions against the neutral background. 
The wrinkled edges of the musical score are almost 
palpable, painted with the same thick impasto that 
gives the lush blooms their lifelike energy. 

When viewing this composition, it is easy 
to see the technical proficiency that garnered 
the attention and admiration of fellow artists, 
including Camille Pissarro, Vincent van Gogh 
and Edgar Degas. It was Pissarro who persuaded 
Gauguin to submit a painting to the Salon of 
1876. Both Pissarro and Degas were so impressed 
by his work that they extended an invitation to 
Gauguin to exhibit at the Impressionist Exhibition 
of 1879 and at subsequent exhibitions thereafter. 
Even after the Impressionists held their final 
official exhibition in 1886, Gauguin maintained 
his association with Pissarro as the movement 
transitioned into Post-Impressionism.

Endowed with an exceptional sense of color and 
a fervent appreciation for life, he initially engaged 
in painting merely as a leisure activity. This 
hobby became his life’s calling in 1882, following 
the financial setback he experienced due to the 
Paris stock market crash, which resulted in the 
loss of his position as a stockbroker. Gauguin’s 
work, distinguished by its vibrant individuality, 
would go on to change the course of art history, 
and his instantly recognizable paintings are held 

in the world’s most esteemed museums and private 
collections. Early still lifes similar to this one are owned 
by the National Gallery of Art, the Philadelphia Museum 
of Art, and the Museo National Thyssen-Bornemisza, 
Madrid. Fleurs dans un vase avec partition musicale 
is accompanied by a certification from The Art 
Loss Register and is featured in the 1964 and 2002 
Wildenstein catalogues raisonnés on the artist. ●

OVERVIEW
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English Translation: 
"Victor Ségalen writes, 'Gauguin's first attempts date back to 1875.' It even seems that one could say 
from 1874, for Mr. Armand Parent, who is almost as interested in painting as he is in music, told me he 
owns in his collection a canvas by Gauguin from 1874, signed and dated by the artist himself. It is a blue 
vase containing flowers which, Mr. Parent tells me, astonishingly recalls the technique of Manet and 
Monticelli (1)."

Charles Chassé, Gauguin et le groupe de Pont-Aven, Paris, 1921, p. 64
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Georges Wildenstein, Gauguin, vol. 1, Paris, 1964, no. 9, p. 5 (illustrated)
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Basel, Kunsthalle, 1928, no. 1 (as Bunch of Flowers in Blue Vase, 1874)
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Basel, Kunsthalle, 1928, no. 1 (as Bunch of Flowers in Blue Vase, 1874)
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EXHIBITED

Berlin, Thannhauser, 1928, no. 2 (as Still life with flowers)

PAUL GAUGUIN
1848—1903

Mit Einführung von Dr. W. Barth,
Direktor der Kunsthalle in Basel

AUSSTELLUNG
IN UNSEREM BERLINER HAUS

BELLEVUESTRASSE 15
OKTOBER 1928

GALERIEN THANNHAUSER
BERLIN

Bellevuestraße 13
MÜNCHEN

LUZERN Theatinerstraße 7
Haldenstraße 11
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EXHIBITED

VERZEICHNIS DER WERKE

ÖLGEMÄLDE

ERSTER BRETONISCHER AUFENTHALT
(1874-1886)

1. FRAUENBILDNIS
2. BLUMENSTILLEBEN
3. STILLEBEN MIT KANNE UND TOMATEN 1883

4. DER WEG 1884
5. FRAU UND KIND IM WALD

6. DIE BLAUEN DÄCHER 1884
7. STRASSE 1884

8. BAUMLANDSCHAFT 1884
8a LANDSCHAFT MIT KIRCHE
9. ÄCKER MIT BÄUMEN

10. DER BACH 1885
11. LANDSCHAFT MIT KIRCHEN

12. HAUS IN BÄUMEN 1885
13. AUF DER WEIDE 1885

14. AN DER BRETONISCHEN KÜSTE 1885
15. STILLEBEN 1886

LA MARTINIQUE (1887)

16. WEG UNTER PALMEN 1887
17. MEERESUFER

18. AM WEIHER 1887
19. STILLEBEN. FRÜCHTE UND BLUMEN 1887

20. LANDSCHAFT

9

Berlin, Thannhauser, 1928, no. 2 (as Still life with flowers)
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AUCTION COMPARABLES

2 Paul Gauguin
Title Fleurs dans un vase
Description Paul Gauguin (1848-1903) Fleurs dans un vase signed

and dated 'P Gauguin 86 -’ (lower le
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work Circa 1886-1895
Size Height 23.9 in.; Width 29.1 in. / Height 60.7 cm.; Width

73.9 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Christie's New York: Tuesday, May 8, 2018 [Lot 00014]

The Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller: 19th and
20th Century Art, Evening Sale

Estimate 5,000,000 - 7,000,000 USD
Sold For 19,437,500 USD Premium

3 Paul Gauguin
Title Nature morte avec pivoines de chine et mandoline
Description Lot 110Lot 110Lot DetailsProperty from the Ambroise

Vollard CollectionPaul
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work 1885
Size Height 24.2 in.; Width 20.1 in. / Height 61.5 cm.; Width

51 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Sotheby's New York: Tuesday, May 16, 2023 [Lot 00110]

Modern Evening Auction
Estimate 10,000,000 - 15,000,000 USD
Sold For 10,445,700 USD Premium

4 Paul Gauguin
Title NATURE MORTE AUX POMMES
Description signed P Go and dated 90 (lower centre)oil on

canvas31.5 by 45.5cm.12 3/8 b
Medium oil on canvas
Year of Work 1890
Size Height 12.4 in.; Width 17.9 in. / Height 31.5 cm.; Width

45.5 cm.
Misc. Signed
Sale of Sotheby's London: Tuesday, June 21, 2016 [Lot 00011]

Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale
Estimate 2,200,000 - 2,800,000 GBP

(3,226,752 - 4,106,776 USD)
Sold For 3,397,000 GBP Premium

(4,982,399 USD)
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MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Paul Gauguin | Lilacs
1885

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 133/4 x 105/8 inches | 34.9 x 27 cm

Museo Nacional Thyssen-Bornemisza 
Madrid, Spain
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Paul Gauguin | Still Life with Peonies
1884

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 231/2 x 283/4 inches | 59.7 x 73 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

National Gallery of Art
Washington D.C., United States
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Paul Gauguin | A Vase of Flowers
1896

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 231/4 x 291/8 inches | 64 x 74 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

The National Gallery
London, England
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