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In painting, I am an 
idealist. I see only the 
beautiful in art and, for 
me, art is the beautiful.

- William-Adolphe Bouguereau
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OVERVIEW

Bouguereau's impact on the 19th-century art 
world was unparalleled. He was beloved 
by the French Academy and exhibited so 
many masterpieces that the Paris Salon 

was often nicknamed “Le Salon Bouguereau.” This 
work, entitled La fille du pêcheur (The Fisherman’s 
Daughter), is one of the greatest Bouguereau 
artworks in private hands. This extraordinary 
masterwork exemplifies the simplicity of life and the 
grandeur of Bouguereau’s universally coveted works.

More than any other artist of his generation, 
Bouguereau masterfully captured the moods and 
personalities of his subjects within settings inspired 
by the idyllic classical world. Deeply influenced by the 
great Neoclassical artist Ingres, Bouguereau’s painting 
technique exhibits an unsurpassed degree of finish 
and luminous coloration, hallmarks of his prestigious 
education at the École Royale des Beaux-Arts. His 
portraits of peasant women and children are among 
his most popular works, with La fille du pêcheur 
standing as a particularly exquisite example. 

In this composition, a young girl stands with her 
back against a historic column, with a picturesque 
fishing village in the background. In the height of 
summer and her youthful vigor, she holds a basket by 
her side, likely for collecting fish or other goods. Her 
gaze is entrancing and coy, as if the artist caught her 
in a moment of pure adolescent liveliness, possibly 
while running an errand. She appears to find the act 
of posing amusing but unnecessary, a delightful nod 
to a larger-than-life personality. From the intricate 
rendering of her dress and radiant skin to her confident 
pose, Bouguereau imbues his subject with a vitality that 
leaps off the canvas.

Unlike other artists in the 19th century who 
documented the arduous lives of peasants toiling in 
the French countryside, such as Jean-Francois Millet, 
Bouguereau romanticized them. The wonderment of 
a childhood spent in nature, running wild and free, is 

celebrated across Bouguereau's oeuvre, making him an 
exceptional commercial success in his day. Collectors 
on both sides of the Atlantic had to wait two to three 
years to purchase one of his prized paintings. In the 
19th century, no American collection would have been 
complete without a portrait by the French Academic 
master. Today, his works reside in prestigious museum 
collections such as the Musée d'Orsay, the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art and the J. Paul Getty Museum. ●
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Galerie Goupil & Cie, acquired directly from the artist, 1882

Letts, Son & Co., acquired from above, 1882

Galerie Goupil & Cie, acquired above, 1883

William Schauss, New York, acquired from above, 1883

Private Collection of Mrs. Mary Corliss

Sale, American Art Association, 8 Feb 1935, lot no. 61, with illustration as Flower Girl

Grant Art Galleries

M.S. Rau, New Orleans

PROVENANCE

Bougeureau's accounts, as Jeune fille appuyée sur une manne

Goupil, Boussod & Valadon sales register, nos. 16378 and 16520, as La fille du pêcheur

Charles Vendryès, Catalogue illustré des œuvres de W. Bouguereau, Librairie d'Art, Paris, 1885, p. 63

Amable Charles Franquet de Franqueville, "William Bouguereau" in Le Premier Siècle de l'Institut de 
France, Vol. I, J. Rothschild, Paris, 1895, p. 370 as La fille du pêcheur

Marius Vachon, W. Bouguereau, A. Lahure, Paris, 1900, p. 155

Mark Steven Walker, "A Summary Catalogue of the Paintings," in William Adolphe Bouguereau: L'art 
Pompier, New York, 1991, p. 72

Damien Bartoli and Frederick C. Ross, William Bouguereau: Catalogue Raisonné of his Painted Work, 
New York, 2010, p. 214-15, no. 1882/06 (illustrated)
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AUCTION COMPARABLES Price Database
12 June 2024

William-Adolphe Bouguereau
Chansons de printemps
oil on canvas
Height 148 x Width 99 cm.
Height 58.268 x Width 38.976 in.
1889

28 October 2019 over 4 years ago
Christie's New York
European Art Part I – [Lot 00214]

est. 2,000,000  3,000,000 USD 3,615,000 USD
↑ 20% est

William-Adolphe Bouguereau
La Charité
oil on canvas
Height 196 x Width 117 cm.
Height 77.165 x Width 46.063 in.
1878

01 May 2000 about 24 years ago
Christie's New York
Nineteenth Century European Art – [Lot 00035]

est. 2,000,000  3,000,000 USD 3,526,000 USD
↑ 18% est

William-Adolphe Bouguereau
Pietà
oil on canvas
Height 222.9 x Width 149.2 cm.
Height 87.756 x Width 58.74 in.
1876

09 June 2010 about 14 years ago
Christie's New York
Old Masters & 19th Century Art Including Select Works From the
Salander O‘Reilly Galleries – [Lot 00120]

est. 1,500,000  2,500,000 USD 2,770,500 USD
↑ 11% est

William-Adolphe Bouguereau
Alma parens
oil on canvas
Height 230.5 x Width 139.7 cm.
Height 90.748 x Width 55 in.
1883

10 November 1998 over 25 years ago
Sotheby's New York
Important 19th Century European Paintings and Sculpture – [Lot
00146]

est. 2,200,000  2,600,000 USD 2,642,500 USD
↑ 2% est

William-Adolphe Bouguereau
Jeunesse
oil on canvas
Height 191 x Width 122 cm.
Height 75.197 x Width 48.031 in.
1893

23 October 2007 over 16 years ago
Sotheby's New York
19th Century European Art – [Lot 00032]

est. 2,000,000  3,000,000 USD 2,393,000 USD
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William-Adolphe Bouguereau
L'Orientale à la grenade (Girl
with a pomegranate)
oil on canvas
Height 59.6 x Width 45.7 cm.
Height 23.465 x Width 17.992 in.
1875

04 May 2012 about 12 years ago
Sotheby's New York
19th Century European Art – [Lot 00027]

est. 500,000  700,000 USD 2,322,500 USD
↑ 232% est

William-Adolphe Bouguereau
L'Amour et Psyché
oil on canvas
Height 218.7 x Width 129.2 cm.
Height 86.102 x Width 50.866 in.
1899

23 April 2010 about 14 years ago
Sotheby's New York
19th Century European Art – [Lot 00063]

est. 1,800,000  2,200,000 USD 2,210,500 USD
↑ 0% est

William-Adolphe Bouguereau
Le déjeuner du matin
oil on canvas
Height 90.8 x Width 55.9 cm.
Height 35.748 x Width 22.008 in.
1887

18 April 2008 about 16 years ago
Sotheby's New York
19th Century European Art including The Orientalist Sale – [Lot
00033]

est. 1,200,000  1,500,000 USD 2,057,000 USD
↑ 37% est

William-Adolphe Bouguereau
À la fontaine (At the fountain)
oil on canvas
Height 142 x Width 86.5 cm.
Height 55.906 x Width 34.055 in.
1897

04 November 2011 over 12 years ago
Sotheby's New York
19th Century European Art – [Lot 00042]

est. 1,000,000  1,500,000 USD 1,986,500 USD
↑ 32% est

William-Adolphe Bouguereau
La petite maraudeuse
oil on canvas
Height 124.4 x Width 70.1 cm.
Height 48.976 x Width 27.598 in.
1900

23 October 2008 over 15 years ago
Sotheby's New York
19th Century European Art including The Orientalist Sale – [Lot
00064]

est. 900,000  1,200,000 USD 1,594,500 USD
↑ 33% est

AUCTION COMPARABLES
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William-Adolphe Bouguereau
Le Livre De Prix
oil on canvas
Height 115.6 x Width 56.2 cm.
Height 45.512 x Width 22.126 in.
1901

22 May 2024 22 days ago
Sotheby's New York
19th-Century European Paintings & Works of Art, Featuring An
Independent Eye: Property from Jack Kilgore & Co. – [Lot 00067]

est. 600,000  800,000 USD 1,440,000 USD
↑ 80% est
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San Diego Museum of Art
San Diego, CA, United States

William-Adolphe Bouguereau | The Young Shepherdess
1885

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 281/2 x 62 inches | 72.4 x 157.5 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston, TX, United States

William-Adolphe Bouguereau | The Lesson
1889

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 383/16 x 243/4 inches | 97 x 62.8 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES



25
msrau.com

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Springfield Museum 
Springfield, MA, United States

William-Adolphe Bouguereau | Young Girl
1886

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 631/4 x 301/4 inches | 160.65 x 76.83 cm
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MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Metropolitan Museum of Art 
New York, NY, United States

William-Adolphe Bouguereau | Breton Brother and Sister
1871

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 507/8 x 351/8 inches | 129.2 x 89.2 cm
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William-Adolphe Bouguereau | Childhood Idyll
1900

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 401/4 x 511/2 inches | 102.23 x 130.81 cm

Denver Art Museum
Denver, CO, United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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