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Painting from nature 
is not copying the 

object; it is realizing 
one's sensations. 

- Paul Cézanne
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Paul Cézanne is widely regarded as one of the 
greatest painters and renegades in modern 
art. For Cézanne, color was a means to build 
voluminous forms rather than airy scenes, 

as evidenced in his most famous subject: landscapes. 
In this extraordinary 1862 landscape, Paysage aux 
environs d'Aix-en-Provence, Cézanne's innovative 
approach to form is on masterful display. 

For the greatest artistic visionaries, home often 
serves as a sanctuary—a place to retreat and immerse 
themselves in the landscapes that shaped their 
identities. For Van Gogh, it was Nuenen, for Picasso, 
Málaga and for Paul Cézanne, it was Aix-en-Provence, 
his most enduring motif. Cézanne frequently 
retreated from Paris to the tranquility of Aix, and 
his affection for his home is evident in the beautiful 
simplicity of this scene. He captures the rolling 
provencial hills in the height of summer with hatched, 
parallel brushstrokes that would come to define 
Cézanne’s mature career. Though it appears fluid and 
free, the placement of paint in Cézanne’s landscapes 
is always intentional.

Cézanne portrays Aix as an idyllic, unspoiled 
landscape, reflecting rural France's intrinsic beauty. 
The seriousness of the artist’s intention is evident in 
the deeply verdant grass and trees set against a perfect 
billowing sky, creating a dramatic scene despite the 

sunny day’s serenity. The canvas brilliantly showcases 
Cézanne’s genius—abundant with green and lush 
texture, his simple yet exceptionally thick application 
of the paint creates a rich, lifelike composition. It is as 
if Cézanne was so overwhelmed by the richness of what 
he saw that he needed more than just his paintbrush to 
capture it. 

Known as the "father of us all" by luminaries such as 
Henri Matisse and Pablo Picasso, Cézanne's influence 
was both profound and far-reaching, laying crucial 
groundwork for Cubism and abstraction to take center 
stage decades later. Throughout his career, Cézanne 
maintained relationships with key contemporaries, 
including Pissarro, Monet and Renoir, yet he always 
charted his own course, never fully aligning with any 
one movement.

Every major museum in the Western world has 
works by Cézanne in their permanent collections and 
important Aix-en-Provence landscapes are held in the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Musée d'Orsay. 
In February of 2024, a previously unknown mural of 
the Aix landscape was discovered during renovations 
to Cézanne's home. A total of nine murals, all painted 
between 1859 and 1869, were transferred to canvasses 
and placed in museums across the globe, including the 
Petit Palais and Musée d’Orsay, among others. ●
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Henri Boissin, Aix-en-Provence, a gift from Maxime Conil (artist's brother-in-law), circa 1885

Mme Lilli Marquetty (née Boissin), by descent from above

Mme Bachollet (née Marquetty), Paris, by descent from above

Sale, Sotheby's London, 1 December 1982, lot 8

Insel Hombroich, Neuss

Galerie Beyeler, Basel (inv. no. 11644), acquired on 18 March 1989

Private Collection, United States, acquired from above in March 1989

Gana Art Gallery, Seoul

Sale, Sotheby's New York, 17 November 1998, lot 243 

Private Collection, Texas, acquired at above sale

Private Collection

M.S. Rau, New Orleans

PROVENANCE

"Das Tor zur Moderne: Paul Cézanne in Schweizer Sammulungen," in Du, vol. 49, no. 9, September 1989, p. 61 
(illustrated)

P. Bonafoux, Cézanne: Portrait, Paris, 1995, p. 84 (illustrated)

J. Rewald, The Paintings of Paul Cézanne, vol. 1, New York, 1996, no. 79, p. 87 (illustrated vol. 2, p. 26)

Cézanne en Provence, exh. cat. Musée Granet, Aix-en-Provence, 2006, p. 37 (illustrated fig. 12 p. 36: titled 
Paysage des environs d'Aix with incorrect ownership)

W. Feilchenfeldt, J. Warman & D. Nash, The Paintings, Watercolors and Drawings of Paul Cézanne: An Online 
Catalogue Raisonné (www.cezannecatalogue.com), no. FWN31 (illustrated)
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London, Royal Academy of Arts, Cézanne: The Early Years, 1859-1872, April - August 1988, p. 90, no. 11 
(illustrated); traveled to Paris, Musée d'Orsay, September 1988 - January 1989; Washington, D.C., The National 
Gallery of Art, January - April 1989
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Provenance
Henri Boissin, Aix-en-Provence (gift of Maxime Conil, Cézanne's brother-in-law, circa 1885);

Mme Lilli Marquetty, née Boissin (his daughter);

Mme Bachollet, née Marquetty (her daughter), Paris;

Sotheby's, London, Dec. 1, 1982, no. 8, ill.

Stiftung Insel Hombroich, Neuss

Sotheby's, London, Dec. 1, 1982, no. 8

Galerie Beyeler, Basel

Sotheby's, New York, May 11, 1993, no. 20, ill.; bought in

Gana Art Gallery, Seoul

Sotheby's, New York, Nov. 17, 1998, no. 243, ill.

Private collection, Texas

Sotheby's, New York, May 5, 2010, no. 41, ill.

Exhibition History
1988–89a London and traveling
Royal Academy of Arts, London, Cézanne: The Early Years 1859–1872, April 22–August 21, 1988, no.
11, ill. TRAVELED TO: Musée d'Orsay, Cézanne: les années de jeunesse 1859-1872, Paris, September
19, 1988–January 1, 1989; National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C., January 29–April 30, 1989.

Published References
Du 1989
"Das Tor zur Moderne. Paul Cézanne in Schweizer Sammlungen." Du 49, no. 9 (September 1989), p.
61, ill.

Bonafoux 1995
Bonafoux, Pascal. Cézanne: portrait. Paris: Editions Hazan, 1995, p. 84, ill.

Rewald 1996
Rewald, John. The Paintings of Paul Cézanne, A Catalogue Raisonné, 2 vols. In Collaboration with
Walter Feilchenfeldt and Jayne Warman. New York: Harry N. Abrams, 1996, no. 79, ill. vol. 2, as
Paysage aux environs d’Aix-en-Provence.

Conisbee 2006a

The Paintings, Watercolors and Drawings of  Paul Cezanne
An Online Catalogue Raisonné under the Direction of  Société Paul Cezanne (Formerly directed by Walter Feilchenfeldt, Jayne Warman and David Nash)

Catalogue entry
FWN 31

Paysage aux environs d’Aix-en-Provence
c.1865

Rewald (79): c.1865; Gowing: (London) c.1865

Oil on canvas

15 7/8 x 23 3/8 in. (40.5 x 59.5 cm)

Sotheby's, New York

Keywords

Southern France:
South (site unknown / lieu inconnu) »

Figure compositions:
figure(s) in landscape or figure
composition »

Natural motifs:
mountain(s) / montagne(s) »

Technique and Condition:
palette knife »
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Conisbee, Philip. "Cézanne's Provence." In Cézanne in Provence. Washington, D.C.: National Gallery
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London, Royal Academy of Arts, Cézanne: The Early Years, 1859-1872, April - August 1988, 
p. 90, no. 11 (illustrated); traveled to Paris, Musée d'Orsay, September 1988 - January 1989; 

Washington, D.C., The National Gallery of Art, January - April 1989
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AUCTION COMPARABLES

Paul Cézanne
L'Estaque aux toits rouges
oil on canvas
Height 65.5 x Width 81.4 cm.
Height 25.787 x Width 32.047 in.
1883�1885

11 November 2021 over 2 years ago
Christie's New York
The Cox Collection: The Story of Impressionism, Evening Sale –
[Lot ����C]

est. 35,000,000 � 55,000,000 USD 55,320,000 USD
↑ 1% est

Paul Cézanne
Vue sur L'Estaque et le
Château d'If
oil on canvas
Height 73 x Width 59.7 cm.
Height 28.74 x Width 23.504 in.
1883�1885

04 February 2015 over 9 years ago
Christie's London
Impressionist/Modern Evening Sale – [Lot 00008]

est. 8,000,000 � 12,000,000 GBP 13,522,500 GBP
est. 12,167,300 � 18,250,950 USD 20,566,539 USD

↑ 13% est

Paul Cézanne
Les toits de l'Estaque
oil on canvas
Height 60.2 x Width 73 cm.
Height 23.701 x Width 28.74 in.
1883�1885

12 May 1997 about 27 years ago
Christie's New York
The John and Frances L. Loeb Collection – [Lot 00117]

est. 8,000,000 � 10,000,000 USD 11,500,000 USD
↑ 15% est

Paul Cézanne
La Cote du Gallet, a Pontoise
oil on canvas
Height 60 x Width 75.6 cm.
Height 23.622 x Width 29.764 in.
1879�1881

12 November 1996 over 27 years ago
Sotheby's New York
Impressionist & Modern Art, Part I – [Lot 00018]

est. 10,000,000 � 10,000,000 USD 11,002,500 USD
↑ 10% est
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AUCTION COMPARABLES

Paul Cézanne
L'Aqueduc du canal de Verdon
au nord d'Aix
oil on canvas
Height 60 x Width 73.4 cm.
Height 23.622 x Width 28.898 in.
1882�1883

28 February 2023 over 1 year ago
Christie's London
20th/21st Century: London Evening Sale – [Lot 00030]

est. 6,000,000 � 9,000,000 GBP 7,159,500 GBP
est. 7,256,894 � 10,885,341 USD 8,659,288 USD

Paul Cézanne
La côte Saint-Denis à Pontoise
oil on canvas
Height 65.4 x Width 54.2 cm.
Height 25.748 x Width 21.339 in.
1877

15 May 2017 about 7 years ago
Christie's New York
Impressionist and Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot ����A]

est. 5,000,000 � 7,000,000 USD 8,647,500 USD
↑ 24% est

Paul Cézanne
La Côte du Galet, à Pontoise
oil on canvas
Height 60 x Width 75.6 cm.
Height 23.622 x Width 29.764 in.
1879�1881

06 November 2000 over 23 years ago
Phillips New York
Impressionist & Modern Art - Part I – [Lot 00013]

est. 8,000,000 � 10,000,000 USD 8,527,500 USD

Paul Cézanne
Ferme en Normandie, été
(Hattenville)
oil on canvas
Height 65.1 x Width 81.1 cm.
Height 25.63 x Width 31.929 in.
1882

02 February 2016 over 8 years ago
Christie's London
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00020]

est. 4,500,000 � 6,500,000 GBP 5,122,500 GBP
est. 6,478,548 � 9,357,903 USD 7,374,748 USD

Paul Cézanne
Ferme en Normandie,été
(Hattenville)
oil on canvas
Height 65 x Width 81 cm.
Height 25.591 x Width 31.89 in.
1882

24 June 1997 about 27 years ago
Sotheby's London
Impressionist and Modern Art, Part I (Property from the Collection
of Charles Tabachnik) - Sale LN���� – [Lot 00009]

est. 1,800,000 � 2,500,000 GBP 3,081,500 GBP
est. 2,995,506 � 4,160,426 USD 5,128,141 USD

↑ 23% est
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AUCTION COMPARABLES

Paul Cézanne
Marronniers et ferme du Jas
de Bou�an
oil on canvas
Height 49.5 x Width 65 cm.
Height 19.488 x Width 25.591 in.
1876

06 May 2014 about 10 years ago
Christie's New York
Impressionist and Modern Art Evening Sale including Property
from the Estate of Edgar M. Bronfman – [Lot 00012]

est. 4,000,000 � 6,000,000 USD 4,645,000 USD

Paul Cézanne
Village derrière les arbres, Ile
de France
oil on canvas
Height 55.5 x Width 46 cm.
Height 21.85 x Width 18.11 in.
1879

18 June 2007 about 17 years ago
Christie's London
Impressionist and Modern Art (Evening Sale) – [Lot 00035]

est. 2,000,000 � 2,500,000 GBP 2,260,000 GBP
est. 3,964,222 � 4,955,278 USD 4,479,571 USD

Paul Cézanne
La rivière
oil on canvas
Height 50 x Width 61 cm.
Height 19.685 x Width 24.016 in.
1881

22 June 2011 about 13 years ago
Sotheby's London
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00020]

est. 1,500,000 � 2,500,000 GBP 2,505,250 GBP
est. 2,420,135 � 4,033,559 USD 4,042,029 USD

↑ 0% est

Paul Cézanne
Entrée de ferme, rue Rémy, à
Auvers-Sur-Oise
oil on canvas
Height 61.5 x Width 50.5 cm.
Height 24.213 x Width 19.882 in.
1873

05 February 2007 over 17 years ago
Sotheby's London
Impressionist Evening – [Lot 00053]

est. 1,500,000 � 2,000,000 GBP 1,700,000 GBP
est. 2,939,700 � 3,919,601 USD 3,331,661 USD

Paul Cézanne
La mer à l'Estaque
oil on canvas
Height 39.2 x Width 47 cm.
Height 15.433 x Width 18.504 in.
1878�1879

09 November 2023 8 months ago
Christie's New York
20th Century Evening Sale – [Lot 043 B]

est. 3,000,000 � 5,000,000 USD 3,196,000 USD
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Paul Cézanne | Coin de rivière
Circa 1865

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 13 x 161/8 inches | 33 x 41 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

The Barnes Foundation
Philadelphia, PA, United States
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MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Kunstmuseum Basel
Basel, Switzerland

Paul Cézanne | La route
Circa 1871

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 231/2 x 285/8 inches | 59.5 x 72.7 cm
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MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Paul Cézanne | Grove at Jas de Bouffan
Circa 1871

Medium: Oil on cardboard
Dimensions: 143/8 x 215/8 inches | 36.5 x 55 cm

Hiroshima Museum of Art
Hiroshima, Japan
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MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Paul Cézanne | Paysage de la campagne d'Aix 
à la tour de César
Circa 1862

Medium: Oil on paper mounted on canvas
Dimensions: 71/2 x 12 inches | 19.2 x 30.5 cm

Musée d'Orsay
Paris, France 
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