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There is only one true 
Impressionist in the 
whole revolutionary 
group—and that is 

Mademoiselle  
Berthe Morisot. 

- Art critic Paul Mantz, 1877
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OVERVIEW

Berthe Morisot is not only one of the most 
important women artists in history; she 
is believed by many historians to be the 
most important female artist of all time. 

Morisot transcended societal norms simply by being 
an artist in the mid-19th century, but she didn’t stop 
there. Morisot was also a founding member of the 
Impressionists and the only woman at its beginning. 
This oil on canvas, Baigneuses (The Bathers), reflects 
Morisot at her most liberated and inventive, with its 
radiant color, fluid brushwork and intimate setting 
coalescing into a mesmerizing masterwork. 

Painted in the spring of 1892, this remarkable 
work features Jeanne Fourmanoir, one of Morisot’s 
favorite models, bathing in the tranquil pond on 
the grounds of the Château du Mesnil—a sprawling 
property in Juziers, France purchased by Morisot and 
her husband Eugène Manet just a few months earlier. 
Morisot perfectly renders the quiet seclusion of the 
moment and the lushness of the château’s environs 
in her signature palette of rich blues and greens 
complemented by soft pinks. The Bathers captures 
not only the tender beauty of its subjects but also a 
pivotal moment in Morisot’s artistic evolution.

This painting is emblematic of the increasingly 
expressive, sensual quality that emerged in Morisot’s 
work during this period. Art historians have noted 
that when she reached her 50s, the artist likely felt 
a newfound sense of freedom from the expectations 
of her male counterparts. Departing from her earlier 
focus on friends and family, Morisot boldly tackles 
a subject frequently depicted by men in The Bathers 
and infuses it with her dynamic sense of femininity, 
independence and introspection. Propelled by her 
use of the professional model Jeanne Fourmanoir—
who was introduced to Morisot through her fellow 
Impressionists Renoir and Zandomeneghi—Morisot 
explores the intimate connection between the female 
body and the natural world and pushes the boundary 
between observation and abstraction through a 
brilliant interplay of light and color. 

Showing in all but one of the important 
Impressionist exhibitions in Paris, Morisot was 
integral to this history-defining movement and one 
of the leading artists of her day. Born in Bourges, 
France, in 1841, Berthe Morisot came from a wealthy 
family. Like many young girls of her social class, she 
received private art lessons beginning at the age of 11. 
Her teacher, the painter Joseph Guichard, helped to 
introduce her to the Parisian art scene. Through him, 
Morisot made the acquaintances of Jean-Baptiste-
Camille Corot and Édouard Manet, both of whom 
would have a profound impact on her career and 
artistic style.

Since her death in 1895, Morisot has been the focus 
of endless scholarship and exhibitions, including a 
major retrospective at The Barnes Foundation in 2019 
that traveled to the Musée National des Beaux-Arts 
du Québec, the Dallas Museum of Art and the Musée 
d’Orsay. The majority of Morisot’s works are held in 
prestigious museum collections worldwide, including 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the 
Tate Modern in London, the Musée du Louvre and the 
Musée d’Orsay in Paris. 
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Marcel Midy, Paris (acquired in 1950)

Private collection, by descent from above

M.S. Rau, New Orleans

PROVENANCE

M. Angoulvent, Berthe Morisot, Paris, 1933, p. 145, no. 532

M.-L. Bataille and G. Wildenstein, Berthe Morisot, Catalogue de peintures, pastels et aquarelles, Paris, 1961, p. 
43 and p. 292, no. 302 (illustrated, fig. 311)

A. Clairet, D. Montalant and Y. Rouart, Berthe Morisot, Catalogue raisonné de l'œuvre peint, Montolivet, 1997, p. 
362, no. 306 (illustrated, p. 263)

LITERATURE

Paris, Galerie Bernheim, Réunion d'œuvres par Berthe Morisot, June-July 1922, no. 49

Paris, Galerie Charpentier, Plaisirs de la campagne, June 1954, no. 128

Paris, Musée Jacquemart-André, Berthe Morisot, March-April 1961, no. 82

EXHIBITED
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M.-L. Bataille and G. Wildenstein, Berthe Morisot, Catalogue de peintures, pastels et aquarelles, 
Paris, 1961, p. 43 and p. 292, no. 302 (illustrated, fig. 311)
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M.-L. Bataille and G. Wildenstein, Berthe Morisot, Catalogue de peintures, pastels et aquarelles, 
Paris, 1961, p. 43 and p. 292, no. 302 (illustrated, fig. 311)
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M.-L. Bataille and G. Wildenstein, Berthe Morisot, Catalogue de peintures, pastels et aquarelles, 
Paris, 1961, p. 43 and p. 292, no. 302 (illustrated, fig. 311)
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M.-L. Bataille and G. Wildenstein, Berthe Morisot, Catalogue de peintures, pastels et aquarelles, 
Paris, 1961, p. 43 and p. 292, no. 302 (illustrated, fig. 311)
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A. Clairet, D. Montalant and Y. Rouart, Berthe Morisot, Catalogue raisonné de l'œuvre peint, 
Montolivet, 1997, p. 362, no. 306 (illustrated, p. 263)
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A. Clairet, D. Montalant and Y. Rouart, Berthe Morisot, Catalogue raisonné de l'œuvre peint, 
Montolivet, 1997, p. 362, no. 306 (illustrated, p. 263)
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A. Clairet, D. Montalant and Y. Rouart, Berthe Morisot, Catalogue raisonné de l'œuvre peint, 
Montolivet, 1997, p. 362, no. 306 (illustrated, p. 263)
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Paris, Galerie Charpentier, Plaisirs de la campagne, June 1954, no. 128
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Paris, Galerie Charpentier, Plaisirs de la campagne, June 1954, no. 128
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Paris, Musée Jacquemart-André, Berthe Morisot, March-April 1961, no. 82

EXHI BI TED



18
msrau.com

Paris, Musée Jacquemart-André, Berthe Morisot, March-April 1961, no. 82
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Paris, Galerie Bernheim, Réunion d'œuvres par Berthe Morisot, June-July 1922, no. 49
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Paris, Galerie Bernheim, Réunion d'œuvres par Berthe Morisot, June-July 1922, no. 49
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Price Database
18 December 2024

Berthe Morisot
Jeune femme relevant ses
cheveux
oil on canvas
Height 65 x Width 54 cm.
Height 25.591 x Width 21.26 in.
1894

25 June 2014 over 10 years ago
Christie's London
Impressionist/Modern Day Sale – [Lot 00315]

est. 200,000  300,000 GBP 506,500 GBP
est. 339,673  509,510 USD 860,224 USD

↑ 69% est

Berthe Morisot
JEUNE FEMME SE LEVANT
(MILLE. EUPHRASIE)
oil on canvas
Height 67.9 x Width 64.8 cm.
Height 26.732 x Width 25.512 in.
1886

25 June 1990 over 34 years ago
Christie's London
Impressionist and Modern Paintings and Sculpture – [Lot 00018]

est. 130,000  160,000 GBP 495,000 GBP
est. 224,952  276,864 USD 856,549 USD

↑ 209% est

Berthe Morisot
La cruche d'eau
oil on canvas
Height 65.2 x Width 54.5 cm.
Height 25.669 x Width 21.457 in.
1893

08 December 2021 about 3 years ago
Sotheby's Paris
Collection de Monsieur et Madame Robert Schmit, Œuvres
choisies, Session I (Online Auction) – [Lot 00005]

est. 600,000  800,000 EUR 678,000 EUR
est. 679,578  906,104 USD 767,923 USD

Berthe Morisot
La jatte de lait
oil on canvas
Height 55.3 x Width 56.5 cm.
Height 21.772 x Width 22.244 in.
1890

11 November 1999 about 25 years ago
Sotheby's New York
Impressionist & Modern Art (Part I) – [Lot 00119]

est. 500,000  700,000 USD 607,500 USD

AUCTION COMPARABLES
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Berthe Morisot
Nu de dos
oil on canvas
Height 55.3 x Width 46.2 cm.
Height 21.772 x Width 18.189 in.
1885

19 June 2013 over 11 years ago
Christie's London
Impressionist/Modern Day Sale – [Lot 00315]

est. 300,000  500,000 GBP 337,875 GBP
est. 469,630  782,717 USD 528,921 USD

Berthe Morisot
Berthe Morisot et sa fille
devant une fenêtre
oil on canvas
Height 68.2 x Width 50 cm.
Height 26.85 x Width 19.685 in.
1887

21 October 2021 about 3 years ago
Christie's Paris
Paris Avant-garde – [Lot 00206]

est. 250,000  350,000 EUR 437,500 EUR
est. 291,036  407,450 USD 509,313 USD

↑ 25% est

Berthe Morisot
Le Flageolet
oil on canvas
Height 56.4 x Width 87.5 cm.
Height 22.205 x Width 34.449 in.
1890

21 October 2021 about 3 years ago
Christie's Paris
Paris Avant-garde – [Lot 00204]

est. 150,000  250,000 EUR 412,500 EUR
est. 174,621  291,036 USD 480,209 USD

↑ 65% est

Berthe Morisot
Jeune fille aux épaules nues
pastel
Height 55.9 x Width 45.8 cm.
Height 22.008 x Width 18.031 in.
1885

15 November 1989 about 35 years ago
Christie's New York
Impressionist & Modern Drawings & WCs – [Lot 00005]

est. 200,000  300,000 USD 440,000 USD
↑ 47% est

AUCTION COMPARABLES
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Berthe Morisot | Reclining Nude Shepherdess
1891

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 225/8 x 34 inches | 57.5 x 86.4 cm

Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum 
Madrid, Spain

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Berthe Morisot | The Bath
1885-86

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 361/4 x 287/8 inches | 92.1 x 73.3 cm

The Clark Art Institute
Williamstown, MA, United States

MUSEUM COMPAR ABLES
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Nelson Atkins Museum of Art
Kansas City, MO, United States

Berthe Morisot | Under the Orange Tree
1889

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 211/2 x 257/8 inches | 54.61 x 65.72 cm

MUSEUM COMPAR ABLES
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Berthe Morisot | Sur un banc au bois de Boulogne
1894

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 15 x 213/4 inches | 38.2 x 55.3 cm

Musée d'Orsay
Paris, France 

MUSEUM COMPAR ABLES
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Berthe Morisot | Girl in a Boat with Geese
Circa 1889

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 253/4 x 211/2 inches | 65.4 x 54.6 cm

National Gallery of Art
Washington, D. C., United States

MUSEUM COMPAR ABLES
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