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What would life be if 
we had no courage to 

attempt anything?
- Vincent van Gogh
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Vincent van Gogh remains one of the most 
iconic and influential artists in history. His 
rare works that reflect his personal world 
are in museums worldwide. Still Life with 

Two Sacks and a Bottle captures a pivotal moment in 
his journey, created during a period of introspection 
and reconnection with his roots. Featuring wine and 
tobacco—two of van Gogh’s cherished indulgences—
the painting offers an intimate glimpse into his life, 
revealing the emotional depth and raw brilliance that 
define his legacy.

By 1883, van Gogh returned to his family’s home in 
Nuenen, where, despite strained relationships with 
his parents and a sense of isolation, he discovered 
a renewed sense of purpose and direction in his art. 
Nuenen’s rural environment and connection to Dutch 
artistic traditions allowed him to explore new subjects 
and reconnect with his heritage. This transformative 
period ultimately culminated in The Potato Eaters 
(1885), one of his most celebrated works.

In this period, van Gogh mostly dedicated himself 
to studying still lifes—a foundational genre in the 
history of art. As he taught painting to local students to 
support himself, he found opportunities to reinterpret 
the traditional still life, infusing his works with his 
emerging personal style. In a letter to his brother 
Theo, he expressed excitement about teaching still life 
to villagers as his technique was improving, hinting 
at his innovative approach. For van Gogh, still lifes 
were more than technical exercises—they embodied 
his artistic ambition. This work, with a brighter, more 
vibrant palette than most from the period, features two 
of his cherished comforts: tobacco and wine. These 
simple indulgences brought warmth and familiarity 
to a young artist navigating the struggles of his career, 
offering fleeting joy in his pursuit of greatness.

OVERVIEW

This painting offers a unique opportunity for a 
private collector to acquire a pivotal work from van 
Gogh’s important Dutch period—a crucial example of 
his relentless drive for artistic evolution. Interest in 
van Gogh's Nuenen works is considerable; for instance, 
Head of a Woman, a smaller painting from the same 
period, was recently acquired by the Noordbrabants 
Museum in the Netherlands for $9.34 million.

Born the son of a pastor in Groot-Zundert in the 
southern Netherlands, van Gogh was unsuccessful in 
several ventures in his early life. In 1880, he decided 
to study art, and in 1886 he traveled to Paris to join 
his brother Theo, who was managing Goupil’s gallery. 
There, van Gogh studied with Fernand Cormon and 
met such Impressionists as Camille Pissarro, Pierre-
Auguste Renoir, Claude Monet and Paul Gauguin, 
who would play a key role throughout van Gogh's life. 
Though his death ended a brief career devoid of artistic 
acclaim, van Gogh has since been exalted as one of the 
greatest artists of all time. 
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AUCTION COMPARABLES
Price Database

26 December 2024

Vincent van Gogh
Deux crabes
oil on canvas
Height 47 x Width 61 cm.
Height 18.504 x Width 24.016 in.
18881889

21 June 2004 over 20 years ago
Sotheby's London
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00005]

est. 1,200,000  1,500,000 GBP 5,157,600 GBP
est. 2,196,490  2,745,613 USD 9,440,516 USD

↑ 244% est

Vincent van Gogh
Nature Morte: Vase Aux
Glaïeuls 靜物：花瓶與菖蘭
oil on canvas
Height 51.2 x Width 38.8 cm.
Height 20.157 x Width 15.276 in.
1886

09 October 2021 about 3 years ago
Sotheby's Hong Kong
Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 01020]

est. 70,000,000  100,000,000 HKD 71,006,000 HKD
est. 8,991,997  12,845,710 USD 9,121,224 USD

Vincent van Gogh
A pair of shoes
oil on canvas
Height 37.5 x Width 41.5 cm.
Height 14.764 x Width 16.339 in.
18861887

07 November 2006 about 18 years ago
Sotheby's New York
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening – [Lot 00024]

est. 8,000,000  12,000,000 USD 8,976,000 USD

Vincent van Gogh
Knotberken
oil on canvas laid down on panel
Height 42.8 x Width 58.6 cm.
Height 16.85 x Width 23.071 in.
1884

11 November 2021 about 3 years ago
Christie's New York
20th Century Evening Sale – [Lot ����C]

est. 4,000,000  6,000,000 USD 7,344,500 USD
↑ 22% est

Vincent van Gogh
Nature morte, vase avec
oeillets
oil on canvas
Height 41 x Width 32 cm.
Height 16.142 x Width 12.598 in.
1890

24 June 2003 over 21 years ago
Christie's London
Impressionist and Modern Art (Evening Sale) – [Lot 00054]

est. 3,000,000  5,000,000 GBP 4,261,250 GBP
est. 4,983,037  8,305,062 USD 7,077,989 USD

Vincent van Gogh
NATURE MORTE: VASE AUX
GLAÏEULS
oil on board laid down on canvas
Height 51.2 x Width 38.8 cm.
Height 20.157 x Width 15.276 in.
1886

14 November 2016 about 8 years ago
Sotheby's New York
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00008]

est. 5,000,000  7,000,000 USD 5,862,500 USD
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Vincent van Gogh | Still Life with Earthenware  
and Bottles
1885

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 153/4 x 221/8 inches | 40.1 x 56.3 cm

Van Gogh Museum
Amsterdam, The Netherlands

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Vincent van Gogh | Still Life with Cabbage and Clogs
1881

Medium: Oil on paper on panel
Dimensions: 133/8 x 215/8 inches | 34 x 55 cm

Van Gogh Museum
Amsterdam, The Netherlands

EXHI BI TEDMUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Vincent van Gogh | Still Life with Jars
1885

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 133/8 x 17 inches | 33.8 x 43.1 cm

Kröller Müller Museum 
Otterlo, The Netherlands

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Vincent van Gogh | Still Life
1884

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 153/4 x 221/4 inches | 40 x 56.5 cm

Norton Simon Museum
Pasadena, CA, United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Vincent van Gogh | Still Life with Potatoes
1886

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 181/2 x 221/2 inches | 47 x 57 cm

Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen
Rotterdam, The Netherlands

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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