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Art is not a luxury, but 
a necessity. It is the 

expression of thought, the 
voice of human dignity 

and freedom. 
– Maximilien Luce
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during which he enrolled in the Académie Suisse and 
the studio of Carolus-Duran at the École des Beaux-
Arts where he first studied painting. It was also during 
this time that he was greatly influenced by leading 
artists of the avant-garde, forging life-long friendships 
with masters including Camille Pissarro, Paul Signac 
and Georges Seurat. These influences shaped his 
unique approach to depicting landscapes, urban 
scenes and working-class subjects, and his work often 
incorporated subtle social commentary. Today, his 
works are held in prestigious institutions, including 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Musée 
d'Orsay, among many others. 

Maximilien Luce was a pivotal figure in 
Post-Impressionist painting, mastering 
the scientific color theories and 
deconstructed brushwork that defined 

the Neo-Impressionist movement. In this intimate 
pastel, entitled Femme mettant ses bas, Luce's 
innovative approach to color and form is on  
full display, with its luminous palette and richly 
textured surface.  

Distinct from his contemporaries, Luce was known 
for his depictions of ordinary, working-class themes, 
rather than bourgeois subjects. In this work, he 
captures a woman in the simple act of dressing, 
elevating the scene with dynamic color and mark 
making. His sophisticated application of layered 
pastels conveys both the sensuality of the moment 
and the tactile quality of fabric, while demonstrating 
his exceptional ability to utilize contrasting colors to 
create depth and emotional resonance.

This composition demonstrates Luce's mastery of 
Pointillist techniques, which he developed alongside 
Georges Seurat and Paul Signac, as well as his 
distinctive interpretation of these principles. With its 
bold yet delicate cross-hatching, Femme mettant ses 
bas is a significant example of Luce's singular artistic 
vision within the Neo-Impressionist movement.

Born in Paris in 1858, Luce was initially trained as a 
woodcarver at the École des Arts Décoratifs, eventually 
finding work with an engraver in London. He returned 
to Paris in 1879 to begin a four-year military service, 
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Sale, Hôtel Drouot, Paris, 13 December 1982, lot 124

Galerie Odermatt-Cazeau, Paris (by November 1987)

Galerie Rienzo, New York (2000)

Private Collection, Massachusetts

M.S. Rau, New Orleans
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AUCTION COMPARABLESPrice Database
17 February 2025

Maximilien Luce
Nu se coi�ant
oil on canvas
Height 65 x Width 46 cm.
Height 25.591 x Width 18.11 in.
1889

04 December 2020 about 4 years ago
Christie's New York
Impressionist & Modern Art Day Sale – [Lot 00784]

est. 200,000 � 300,000 USD 500,000 USD
↑ 67% est

Maximilien Luce
FEMME NUE ASSISE DE TROIS
QUARTS
oil on canvas
Height 55 x Width 46 cm.
Height 21.654 x Width 18.11 in.
1901

05 April 2016 almost 9 years ago
Artcurial
Impressionniste & Moderne dont école de Paris 1905�1939 – [Lot
00023]

est. 25,000 � 35,000 EUR 386,200 EUR
est. 28,483 � 39,876 USD 440,013 USD

↑ 1003% est

Maximilien Luce
Femme nue aux bras relevés
derrière la tête
oil on cardboard
Height 33.8 x Width 24.8 cm.
Height 13.307 x Width 9.764 in.
1890

30 May 2012 over 12 years ago
Artcurial
Art moderne 1 – [Lot 00008]

est. 40,000 � 60,000 EUR 125,355 EUR
est. 49,633 � 74,450 USD 155,546 USD

↑ 109% estPrice Database
17 February 2025

Maximilien Luce
Femme se coi�ant, vue de dos
oil on canvas
Height 55.5 x Width 38 cm.
Height 21.85 x Width 14.961 in.
1900

31 May 2012 over 12 years ago
Artcurial
art moderne 2 – [Lot 00112]

est. 15,000 � 20,000 EUR 100,571 EUR
est. 18,541 � 24,721 USD 124,315 USD

↑ 403% est

Maximilien Luce
La cuisinière
oil on panel
Height 41 x Width 26.5 cm.
Height 16.142 x Width 10.433 in.
1892

25 June 2002 over 22 years ago
Sotheby's London
Impressionist & Modern Art (Day Sale) – [Lot 00243]

est. 30,000 � 40,000 GBP 56,165 GBP
est. 45,031 � 60,042 USD 84,306 USD

↑ 40% est

Price Database
17 February 2025

Maximilien Luce
马克西米安·卢斯油画
oil on board
Height 46 x Width 37 cm.
Height 18.11 x Width 14.567 in.

19 December 2017 about 7 years ago
China Guardian Auctions Co., Ltd.
名人手迹 签名收藏(LOT 6201--6318) – [Lot 06229]

est. 150,000 � 350,000 CNY 483,000 CNY
est. 22,711 � 52,992 USD 73,129 USD

↑ 38% est
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Maximilien Luce | Portrait d'homme
Circa 1892

Medium: Oil on cardboard
Dimensions: 117/8 x 10 inches | 32 x 25.2 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Musée d'Orsay 
Paris, France



22
msrau.com

Chrysler Museum of Art 
Norfolk, Virginia

Maximilien Luce | The Footbath
1894

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 31 x 38 inches | 78.7 x 96.5 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Maximilien Luce | Le vagabond
18901

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 393/8 x 32 inches | 100 x 81.5 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Kröller Müller Museum 
Otterlo, The Netherlands
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Maximilien Luce | Morning, Interior
1890

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 251/2 x 317/8 inches | 64.8 x 81 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

The Metropolitan Museum of Art
New York, NY, United States
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