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Gauguin gives me courage 
to imagine.

- Vincent van Gogh
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Paul Gauguin is one of the masters of art 
history. His transformative vision broke the 
rules of painting and changed the course of 
modern art. With only approximately 125 

paintings still in private hands (compared to Renoir’s 
2,000), Gauguin’s limited works rarely come to 
market, and when they do, they command the highest 
prices. This extraordinary floral still life by this great 
genius of Western art was painted on the cusp of his 
artistic revolution.

Perhaps more than any other year, 1882 was a 
crucial turning point in Gauguin’s life. He had begun 
painting seriously about a decade earlier alongside 
his friend and mentor Camille Pissarro, but it wasn’t 
until the French stock market crashed in 1882 that 
Gauguin lost his job as a broker and turned fully 
toward his artistic aspirations. At the invitation 
of Pissarro, Gauguin began exhibiting with the 
Impressionists, as he was already experimenting with 
his more expressive color and flattened forms, as 
evidenced here in Bouquet de fleurs. This beautiful 
painting embodies the fascinating tension of this 
moment for Gauguin—showing a traditional floral 
subject rendered with bold brushwork and electric 
color that moved beyond Impressionism’s soft palette.

This magnificent work also has an impressive 
provenance. It was acquired directly from Gauguin by 
a friend in Rouen and remained in France until the 
1960s, when the esteemed American philanthropist 
Paul Mellon purchased it for his world-renowned 
collection. In 1968, Bouquet de fleurs was sold by 
Wildenstein & Co. to another American collection, 
where it has remained ever since, cherished for more 
than 50 years. Accompanied by its 2024 Wildenstein 
certificate and slated for inclusion in their upcoming 

OVERVIEW

digital catalogue raisonné, Bouquet de fleurs is a 
remarkable example of Gauguin’s legacy.

The market for Gauguin's flowers remains 
exceptionally limited. A floral still life from this same 
pivotal year (though much smaller than ours) realized 
$1.62 million at Christie's in 2022, more than 300% 
over its estimate, and a slightly larger example from 
1883 exceeded $3 million in 2018. Gauguin's work is 
central to the collections of many of the world’s most 
esteemed museums, and similar early still lifes are 
held in prestigious permanent collections, including 
the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Museo National 
Thyssen-Bornemisza, Madrid and the National Gallery 
of Denmark.
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M. Haslauer, Rouen, acquired from the artist (November 1884)

M. Roussel, Rouen, acquired from above (1932)

Mme Roussel, Rouen, by descent (c. 1945-46)

Vaumousse, Paris, acquired from above (September 1948)

Dr. Boidin, Paris, acquired from above

Robert Schmit, Paris, acquired from above

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mellon, Upperville, Virginia, acquired from above (March 1966)

Wildenstein & Co. Inc., New York, acquired from above (July 1968)

Leonard Sheriff, New York, acquired from above (1968)

Leonard Sheriff and Yolanda [Castro] Sheriff, New York (until circa 1990)

Yolanda [Castro] Sheriff Joseph, New York

Margaret Sheriff, Albuquerque, by descent (circa 2014)

M.S. Rau, New Orleans

PROVENANCE
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Georges Wildenstein, Gauguin, 1964, no. 79, p. 32, illustrated (as Vase rond et tasse à thé, dated 1882)

Lee van Dowski, Die Wahrheit über Gauguin, 1973, no. 30e, p. 251 (as Vase et tasse à thé) 

Daniel Wildenstein, Gauguin: A Savage in the Making; Catalogue Raisonné of the Paintings (1873-1888), 2002, 
p. 26 (as Flowers (W79))

LITERATURE

Paris, Musée Jacquemart-André, Cent chefs-d'œuvre prêtés par les plus grands amateurs de Paris, Summer 
1961, no. 71 (as Fleurs)

EXHIBITED
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Georges Wildenstein, Gauguin, 1964, no. 79, p. 32, illustrated (as Vase rond et 
tasse à thé, dated 1882)

LITERATURE



8
msrau.com

LITERATURE

Georges Wildenstein, Gauguin, 1964, no. 79, p. 32, illustrated (as Vase rond et 
tasse à thé, dated 1882)
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Lee van Dowski, Die Wahrheit über Gauguin, 1973, no. 30e, p. 251 (as Vase et tasse à 
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Daniel Wildenstein, Gauguin: A Savage in the Making; Catalogue Raisonné of the 
Paintings (1873-1888), 2002, p. 26 (as Flowers (W79))
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Daniel Wildenstein, Gauguin: A Savage in the Making; Catalogue Raisonné of the 
Paintings (1873-1888), 2002, p. 26 (as Flowers (W79))
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AUCTION COMPARABLES

Price Database
17 April 2025

Paul Gauguin
Fleurs dans un vase
oil on canvas
Height 60.7 x Width 73.9 cm.
Height 23.898 x Width 29.094 in.
1886�1895

08 May 2018 almost 7 years ago
Christie's New York
The Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller: 19th and 20th
Century Art, Evening Sale – [Lot 00014]

est. 5,000,000 � 7,000,000 USD 19,437,500 USD
↑ 178% est

Paul Gauguin
Nature morte avec pivoines de
chine et mandoline
oil on canvas
Height 61.5 x Width 51 cm.
Height 24.213 x Width 20.079 in.
1885

16 May 2023 almost 2 years ago
Sotheby's New York
Modern Evening Auction – [Lot 00110]

est. 10,000,000 � 15,000,000 USD 10,445,700 USD

Paul Gauguin
Deux vases de fleurs et un
éventail
oil on canvas
Height 99.5 x Width 64 cm.
Height 39.173 x Width 25.197 in.
1885

25 June 2008 almost 17 years ago
Sotheby's London
Impressionist and Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00014]

est. 1,500,000 � 2,000,000 GBP 3,513,250 GBP
est. 2,956,247 � 3,941,663 USD 6,924,024 USD

↑ 76% est

Paul Gauguin
Dahlias et mandoline
oil on canvas
Height 47.8 x Width 57.3 cm.
Height 18.819 x Width 22.559 in.
1883

15 May 2018 almost 7 years ago
Christie's New York
Impressionist and Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot ����A]

est. 1,200,000 � 1,800,000 USD 3,132,500 USD
↑ 74% est
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AUCTION COMPAR ABLES

Paul Gauguin
FLEURS DANS UN PANIER
oil on canvas
Height 45.3 x Width 53.5 cm.
Height 17.835 x Width 21.063 in.
1880�1885

19 June 2018 almost 7 years ago
Sotheby's London
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00029]

est. 1,000,000 � 1,500,000 GBP 2,290,000 GBP
est. 1,317,175 � 1,975,763 USD 3,016,332 USD

↑ 53% est

Paul Gauguin
Mona Mona, savoureux
oil on canvas laid on board
Height 35 x Width 45 cm.
Height 13.78 x Width 17.717 in.
1901

02 November 2010 over 14 years ago
Sotheby's New York
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00036]

est. 2,500,000 � 3,500,000 USD 2,994,500 USD

Paul Gauguin
Pour faire un bouquet
oil on canvas
Height 54 x Width 65.1 cm.
Height 21.26 x Width 25.63 in.
1880

29 June 1999 almost 26 years ago
Christie's London
Impressionist & Nineteenth Century Art – [Lot 00009]

est. 700,000 � 1,000,000 GBP 1,706,500 GBP
est. 1,104,623 � 1,578,033 USD 2,692,914 USD

↑ 71% est
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Paul Gauguin | Still Life with Flowers
1882

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 221/2 x 271/5 inches | 57 x 70 cm

National Gallery of Denmark
Copenhagen, Denmark

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Paul Gauguin | Still Life with Peonies
1884

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 231/2 x 283/4 inches | 59.7 x 73 cm

National Gallery of Art
Washington D.C., United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Philadelphia Museum of Art
Philadelphia, PA, United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Paul Gauguin | Still Life with Moss Roses in a Basket
Circa 1884-85

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 1911/16 x 247/8 inches | 50 x 63.2 cm
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MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Paul Gauguin | Lilacs
1885

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 133/4 x 105/8 inches | 34.9 x 27 cm

Museo Nacional Thyssen-Bornemisza 
Madrid, Spain
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