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[Canaletto] paints with such 
accuracy and cunning that the 

eye is deceived and truly believes 
it is the real thing it sees,  

not a painting. 

– G.P. Guarienti
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Venice is arguably the most painted city in 
the world. The effort to capture its splendor 
on canvas has captivated the greatest artists 
in history, yet one name that painted this 

city rises above all others. Giovanni Antonio Canal, 
known as Canaletto, was the first to render Venice’s 
luminous atmosphere and splendid architecture with 
such mastery. His works remain the ultimate  
Venetian paintings.

The majority of Canaletto’s works reside in 
museums; very few remain in private hands and  
even fewer come to market. In the late 1740s, 
Canaletto created six pairs of vedute, and this is  
the only pair that has survived intact. A similar  
series comparable in scale and ambition is still at 
Woburn Abbey.

While Canaletto painted numerous Venetian 
architectural views, his most sought-after 
compositions combine the iconic cityscape and its 
canals. The best ones like ours display gondolas  
and all the theatrical interplay of light and reflection. 
One of the pair depicts the Church of Il Redentore, 
an architectural triumph by Andrea Palladio and a 
defining monument of Renaissance Venice. Canaletto 
perfectly captures the Palladian ideal of harmonious 
proportion with monumental clarity. Notably, 
Canaletto rendered this scene with much forethought, 
as the preparatory drawings for this work are held in 
the British Royal Collection and the Harvard  
Art Museums. 

The second canvas presents an equally compelling 
water-and-architecture scene: the Prisons and the 
Bridge of Sighs. This composition is completely 
unique—no other versions are known. Here, warm 
golden light bathes the rusticated stonework while 
theatrical shadows play across the water's surface, 
creating a vision that transcends mere architectural 
rendering. 

Thanks to their remarkable provenance and early 
auction history (1885 and 1891), we know where these 
paintings have been since the day they were painted. 
They are also in exceptional condition with Canaletto’s 
original sight lines—precise perspective guidelines 
drawn from the vanishing point—still remaining 
visible. The pair is also illustrated in both editions of 
W.G. Constable’s definitive literature on Canaletto.

Most Canaletto works are housed in museums 
including the Metropolitan Museum of Art, National 
Gallery London, Frick Collection and British Museum. 
Works that do reach the market are rare and often 
command extraordinary prices, including a single 
Venice view realizing over $32 million in 2005.  
More recently, in 2023, a comparable pair to this one 
exceeded $12 million. The market for Old Master 
paintings remains both vibrant and resilient,  
especially for the undisputable master of Venice. 

OVERVIEW
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Probably acquired directly from the artist by Sir Richard Neave, 1st Bt (1731–1814), Dagnam Park, Essex,  
in London, late 1740s

Thence by descent in the Neave family, until sold before 1891 (presumably the paintings entered for sale  
by Sheffield H.M. Neave of 39 Bryanston Square, London, at Christie's, 27 June 1885, lots 25 and 26, the  
first painting described as The Doge’s Palace, but both withdrawn before the sale)

G.A.F. Cavendish Bentinck (1821–1891), M.P., P.C., 3 Grafton Street, London, and Brownsea Island

Posthumous sale of the above, London, Christie’s, 11 July 1891, lots 625 and 626 (as The Church of  
Santa Maria della Salute and The Bridge of Sighs), sold together for 115 guineas, to Lesser

Lesser, Bond Street, London

Willson Bros., Pall Mall, London, acquired from the above

Mr., later Sir, George Leon, Bt (1875–1947), 48 Brompton Square, London, acquired from the above

Savile Gallery, London, 1928

Mark Oliver, acquired from the above

Arthur Tooth & Sons, 31 Bruton Street, London

Private collection, by 1952

Anonymous sale, London, Christie’s, 9 December 1988, lot 40

Walpole Gallery, London, 1989

Private Collection, United States

Lampronti Gallery

Private Collection, acquired from the above in 2007

Private Collection

M.S. Rau, New Orleans

PROVENANCE

OVERV I EW
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EXHIBITED

London, Savile Gallery, Canaletto, January 1930, no. 9 (The Redentore)

London, Arthur Tooth and Son, November–December 1952, nos 2 and 4

London, Walpole Gallery, Italian Landscapes and Vedute, 14 June – 28 July 1989,  
nos 26 and 27 (both illustrated)

OVERV I EW

K.T. Parker, The Drawings of Antonio Canaletto in the Collection of His Majesty the King at Windsor 
Castle, London 1948, p. 35, under no. 34 (The Redentore)

W.G. Constable, Canaletto: Giovanni Antonio Canal, 1697–1768, Oxford 1962 (and subsequent  
editions revised by J.G. Links), vol. I, reproduced pl. 26, no. 84 (The Prison), vol. II, p. 216-17 & 324,  
nos. 84 & 318, and p. 346-7 & 590, under nos. 317 and 775

L. Puppi, The Complete Paintings ofCanaletto, Milan 1968, nos. 257 (The Prisons) reproduced and  
258 (The Redentore)

J.G. Links, Canaletto, The Complete Paintings, London 1981, p. 80, nos. 275 (The Prisons) reproduced 
and 276 (The Redentore)

A. Corboz, Canaletto. Una Venezia immaginaria, Milan 1985, vol. II, p. 662, nos. P 357-358,  
both reproduced

C. Crawley in K.T. Parker, The Drawings of Antonio Canaletto in the Collection of Her Majesty  
the Queen at Windsor Castle, with an Appendix to the Catalogue by Charlotte Crawley, Bologna 1990,  
p. 169, under no. 34 (The Redentore)

J.G. Links, A Supplement to W.G. Constable’s Canaletto: Giovanni Antonio Canal 1697–1768, London 
1998, p. 9 & 31–32, reproduced (The Redentore), pl. 269

C. Beddington, Canaletto in England. A Venetian Artist Abroad, 1746–1755, exhibition catalogue, New 
Haven, 2006, p. 169, both reproduced

Canaletto à Venise, exhibition catalogue, Paris 2012, p. 138, no. 39

LITERATURE
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OVERV I EW

Both paintings entered for sale by Sheffield H.M. Neave of 39 Bryanston Square, 
London, at Christie’s, London, 27 June 1885, lots 25 and 26, the first painting 

described as The Doge’s Palace, but both withdrawn before the sale
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Both paintings entered for sale by Sheffield H.M. Neave of 39 Bryanston Square, 
London, at Christie’s, London, 27 June 1885, lots 25 and 26, the first painting 

described as The Doge’s Palace, but both withdrawn before the sale
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Posthumous sale of G.A.F. Cavendish Bentinck (1821–1891), London, Christie’s, 
11 July 1891, lots 625 and 626 (as The Church of Santa Maria della Salute and 

The Bridge of Sighs), sold together for 115 guineas, to Lesser
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Posthumous sale of G.A.F. Cavendish Bentinck (1821–1891), London, Christie’s, 
11 July 1891, lots 625 and 626 (as The Church of Santa Maria della Salute and 

The Bridge of Sighs), sold together for 115 guineas, to Lesser
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Anonymous sale, London, Christie’s, 9 December 1988, lot 40
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Anonymous sale, London, Christie’s, 9 December 1988, lot 40
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Anonymous sale, London, Christie’s, 9 December 1988, lot 40
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Anonymous sale, London, Christie’s, 9 December 1988, lot 40
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W.G. Constable, Canaletto: Giovanni Antonio Canal, 1697–1768, Oxford 1962, 
vol. I, reproduced pl. 26, no. 84 (The Prison)

LITERATURE
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LITERATURE

W.G. Constable, Canaletto: Giovanni Antonio Canal, 1697–1768, Oxford 1962, vol. I, 
reproduced pl. 26, no. 84 (The Prison)
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W.G. Constable, Canaletto: Giovanni Antonio Canal, 1697–1768, Oxford 1962, vol. II, 
p. 216-17 & 324, nos. 84 & 318, and p. 346-7 & 590, under nos. 317 and 775

LITERATURE
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LITERATURE

W.G. Constable, Canaletto: Giovanni Antonio Canal, 1697–1768, Oxford 1962, 
vol. II, p. 216-17 & 324, nos. 84 & 318
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W.G. Constable, Canaletto: Giovanni Antonio Canal, 1697–1768, Oxford 1962, 
vol. II, p. 216-17 & 324, nos. 84 & 318
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LITERATURE

W.G. Constable, Canaletto: Giovanni Antonio Canal, 1697–1768, Oxford 1962, 
vol. II, p. 216-17 & 324, nos. 84 & 318
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L. Puppi, The Complete Paintings of Canaletto, Milan 1968, nos. 257 (The Prisons) 
reproduced and 258 (The Redentore)
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L. Puppi, The Complete Paintings of Canaletto, Milan 1968, nos. 257 (The Prisons) 
reproduced and 258 (The Redentore)
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L. Puppi, The Complete Paintings of Canaletto, Milan 1968, nos. 257 (The Prisons) 
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L. Puppi, The Complete Paintings of Canaletto, Milan 1968, nos. 257 (The Prisons) 
reproduced and 258 (The Redentore)
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A. Corboz, Canaletto. Una Venezia immaginaria, Milan 1985, vol. II, 
p. 662, nos. P 357-358, both reproduced
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A. Corboz, Canaletto. Una Venezia immaginaria, Milan 1985, vol. II, 
p. 662, nos. P 357-358, both reproduced
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A. Corboz, Canaletto. Una Venezia immaginaria, Milan 1985, vol. II, p. 662, 
nos. P 357-358, both reproduced
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J.G. Links, A Supplement to W.G. Constable’s Canaletto: Giovanni Antonio Canal 
1697–1768, London 1998, p. 9 & 31–32, reproduced (The Redentore), pl. 269

LITERATURE
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LITERATURE

J.G. Links, A Supplement to W.G. Constable’s Canaletto: Giovanni Antonio Canal 
1697–1768, London 1998, p. 9 & 31–32, reproduced (The Redentore), pl. 269
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LITERATURE

J.G. Links, A Supplement to W.G. Constable’s Canaletto: Giovanni Antonio Canal 
1697–1768, London 1998, p. 9 & 31–32, reproduced (The Redentore), pl. 269
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J.G. Links, A Supplement to W.G. Constable’s Canaletto: Giovanni Antonio Canal 
1697–1768, London 1998, p. 9 & 31–32, reproduced (The Redentore), pl. 269
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C. Beddington, Canaletto in England. A Venetian Artist Abroad, 1746–1755, 
exhibition catalogue, New Haven, 2006, p. 169, both reproduced
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C. Beddington, Canaletto in England. A Venetian Artist Abroad, 1746–1755, 
exhibition catalogue, New Haven, 2006, p. 169, both reproduced
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C. Beddington, Canaletto in England. A Venetian Artist Abroad, 1746–1755, 
exhibition catalogue, New Haven, 2006, p. 169, both reproduced
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LITERATURE

Canaletto à Venise, exhibition catalogue, Paris 2012, p. 138, no. 39
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Canaletto à Venise, exhibition catalogue, Paris 2012, p. 138, no. 39
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EXHIBITED

London, Walpole Gallery, Italian Landscapes and Vedute, 14 June – 28 July 1989,  
nos 26 and 27 (both illustrated)
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EXHI BI TED

London, Walpole Gallery, Italian Landscapes and Vedute, 14 June – 28 July 1989,  
nos 26 and 27 (both illustrated)
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London, Walpole Gallery, Italian Landscapes and Vedute, 14 June – 28 July 1989,  
nos 26 and 27 (both illustrated)
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London, Walpole Gallery, Italian Landscapes and Vedute, 14 June – 28 July 1989,  
nos 26 and 27 (both illustrated)
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AUCTION COMPARABLESPrice Database
10 June 2025

Canaletto
Venice, the Grand Canal,
looking north-east from
Palazzo Balbi to the Rialto
Bridge
oil on canvas
Height 86.5 x Width 138.5 cm.
Height 34.055 x Width 54.528 in.

Sotheby's London
Old Master Paintings (Evening Sale) – [Lot 00047]

est. 6,000,000 � 8,000,000 GBP 18,600,000 GBP
est. 10,541,110 � 14,054,813 USD 32,677,442 USD

↑ 133% est

Canaletto
The Bucintoro at the Molo,
Venice, on Ascension Day
oil on canvas
Height 152.1 x Width 137.5 cm.
Height 59.882 x Width 54.134 in.

Christie's London
The Champalimaud Collection (Evening Sale) – [Lot 00020]

est. 4,000,000 � 6,000,000 GBP 11,432,000 GBP
est. 7,042,253 � 10,563,380 USD 20,126,760 USD

↑ 91% est

Canaletto
Venice (pair)
oil on canvas
Height 46.5 x Width 77.1 cm.
Height 18.307 x Width 30.354 in.

Sotheby's London
Old Master & British Paintings Evening Sale including Three
Victorian Masterpieces from the Leverhulme Collection – [Lot
00039]

est. 8,000,000 � 12,000,000 GBP 9,602,500 GBP
est. 13,086,864 � 19,630,296 USD 15,708,326 USD

Canaletto
The Molo, Venice from The
Bacino di San Marco
oil on canvas
Height 68.8 x Width 112.7 cm.
Height 27.087 x Width 44.37 in.

Christie's London
Old Master & British Paintings - Evening Sale – [Lot 00051]

est. 4,000,000 � 6,000,000 GBP 8,461,875 GBP
est. 6,067,961 � 9,101,942 USD 12,836,582 USD

↑ 41% est

Canaletto
Venice: The Mouth of the Grand
Canal from the East; and The
Molo, with the Piazzetta and
the Doge’s Palace, from the
Bacino
oil on canvas
Height 47 x Width 78.4 cm.
Height 18.504 x Width 30.866 in.

Christie's London
Old Masters Part I – [Lot 00011]

est. 8,000,000 � 12,000,000 GBP 9,740,000 GBP
est. 10,062,893 � 15,094,339 USD 12,251,572 USD

Canaletto
The Grand Canal, Venice,
Looking South-East from San
Stae to the Fabbriche Nuove di
Rialto
oil on canvas
Height 47 x Width 77.8 cm.
Height 18.504 x Width 30.63 in.

Christie's New York
Visionary: The Paul G. Allen Collection Part I – [Lot 00055]

est. 2,500,000 � 3,500,000 USD 11,840,000 USD
↑ 238% est

Canaletto
The Campo Santi Giovanni e
Paolo, Venice, with the west
end of the church and the
Scuola di San Marco
oil on canvas
Height 47 x Width 77.8 cm.
Height 18.504 x Width 30.63 in.

Christie's London
Important Old Master Pictures – [Lot 00104]

est. 3,000,000 � 4,000,000 GBP 7,703,750 GBP
est. 4,366,176 � 5,821,568 USD 11,211,977 USD

↑ 93% est

Canaletto
A VIEW OF THE MOLO FROM
THE BACINO DI SAN MARCO
WITH THE PIAZETTA
oil on canvas
Height 48.5 x Width 80.5 cm.
Height 19.094 x Width 31.693 in.

Sotheby's New York
Old Master Paintings – [Lot 00100]

No estimate received 11,000,000 USD
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AUCTION COMPARABLES

Canaletto
Venice: The Mouth of the Grand
Canal from the East; and The
Molo, with the Piazzetta and
the Doge’s Palace, from the
Bacino
oil on canvas
Height 47 x Width 78.4 cm.
Height 18.504 x Width 30.866 in.

Christie's London
Old Masters Part I – [Lot 00011]

est. 8,000,000 � 12,000,000 GBP 9,740,000 GBP
est. 10,062,893 � 15,094,339 USD 12,251,572 USD

Canaletto
The Grand Canal, Venice,
Looking South-East from San
Stae to the Fabbriche Nuove di
Rialto
oil on canvas
Height 47 x Width 77.8 cm.
Height 18.504 x Width 30.63 in.

Christie's New York
Visionary: The Paul G. Allen Collection Part I – [Lot 00055]

est. 2,500,000 � 3,500,000 USD 11,840,000 USD
↑ 238% est

Canaletto
The Campo Santi Giovanni e
Paolo, Venice, with the west
end of the church and the
Scuola di San Marco
oil on canvas
Height 47 x Width 77.8 cm.
Height 18.504 x Width 30.63 in.

Christie's London
Important Old Master Pictures – [Lot 00104]

est. 3,000,000 � 4,000,000 GBP 7,703,750 GBP
est. 4,366,176 � 5,821,568 USD 11,211,977 USD

↑ 93% est

Canaletto
A VIEW OF THE MOLO FROM
THE BACINO DI SAN MARCO
WITH THE PIAZETTA
oil on canvas
Height 48.5 x Width 80.5 cm.
Height 19.094 x Width 31.693 in.

Sotheby's New York
Old Master Paintings – [Lot 00100]

No estimate received 11,000,000 USD

Canaletto
The Piazza San Marco, Venice,
looking east towards the
basilica
oil on canvas
Height 62.2 x Width 95.3 cm.
Height 24.488 x Width 37.52 in.

Christie's New York
Visionary: The Paul G. Allen Collection Part I – [Lot 00024]

est. 5,000,000 � 7,000,000 USD 10,466,000 USD
↑ 50% est

Canaletto
Venice, the entrance to the
Grand Canal, with the Church
of Santa Maria Della Salute
seen from the Piazzetta (+
Venice, a view of the Church of
SS. Giovanni E Paolo and the
Scuola di San Marco, with t
oil on canvas
Height 82 x Width 65.5 cm.
Height 32.283 x Width 25.787 in.

Sotheby's London
Old Master Paintings Evening Sale – [Lot 00075]

est. 1,500,000 � 2,000,000 GBP 4,724,500 GBP
est. 3,098,533 � 4,131,377 USD 9,759,347 USD

↑ 136% est

Canaletto
Venice, the Piazza San Marco
looking east towards the
basilica
oil on canvas
Height 58.5 x Width 92 cm.
Height 23.031 x Width 36.22 in.

Sotheby's London
Old Master & British Paintings Evening Sale – [Lot 00011]

est. 5,000,000 � 7,000,000 GBP 5,458,500 GBP
est. 7,850,525 � 10,990,736 USD 8,570,419 USD

Canaletto
Venice, the Molo from the
Bacino di San Marco with the
Piazzetta and the Palazzo
Ducale
oil on canvas
Height 48.5 x Width 80.5 cm.
Height 19.094 x Width 31.693 in.

Sotheby's London
Old Master Paintings including the Henle Collection (lots 1�97) –
[Lot 00097]

est. 4,000,000 � 6,000,000 GBP 5,061,500 GBP
est. 6,736,274 � 10,104,412 USD 8,523,913 USD
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AUCTION COMPARABLES

Canaletto
The Piazza San Marco, Venice,
looking east towards the
basilica
oil on canvas
Height 62.2 x Width 95.3 cm.
Height 24.488 x Width 37.52 in.

Christie's New York
Visionary: The Paul G. Allen Collection Part I – [Lot 00024]

est. 5,000,000 � 7,000,000 USD 10,466,000 USD
↑ 50% est

Canaletto
Venice, the entrance to the
Grand Canal, with the Church
of Santa Maria Della Salute
seen from the Piazzetta (+
Venice, a view of the Church of
SS. Giovanni E Paolo and the
Scuola di San Marco, with t
oil on canvas
Height 82 x Width 65.5 cm.
Height 32.283 x Width 25.787 in.

Sotheby's London
Old Master Paintings Evening Sale – [Lot 00075]

est. 1,500,000 � 2,000,000 GBP 4,724,500 GBP
est. 3,098,533 � 4,131,377 USD 9,759,347 USD

↑ 136% est

Canaletto
Venice, the Piazza San Marco
looking east towards the
basilica
oil on canvas
Height 58.5 x Width 92 cm.
Height 23.031 x Width 36.22 in.

Sotheby's London
Old Master & British Paintings Evening Sale – [Lot 00011]

est. 5,000,000 � 7,000,000 GBP 5,458,500 GBP
est. 7,850,525 � 10,990,736 USD 8,570,419 USD

Canaletto
Venice, the Molo from the
Bacino di San Marco with the
Piazzetta and the Palazzo
Ducale
oil on canvas
Height 48.5 x Width 80.5 cm.
Height 19.094 x Width 31.693 in.

Sotheby's London
Old Master Paintings including the Henle Collection (lots 1�97) –
[Lot 00097]

est. 4,000,000 � 6,000,000 GBP 5,061,500 GBP
est. 6,736,274 � 10,104,412 USD 8,523,913 USD

Canaletto
The Grand Canal, Venice,
looking east from the Campo di
San Vio, with the Palazzo
Corner, barges and gondolas
oil on canvas
Height 46.5 x Width 76.8 cm.
Height 18.307 x Width 30.236 in.

Christie's New York
Important Old Master Paintings – [Lot 00030]

est. 2,500,000 � 3,500,000 USD 6,602,500 USD
↑ 89% est

Canaletto
The Grand Canal, Venice
oil on canvas
Height 47 x Width 78.2 cm.
Height 18.504 x Width 30.787 in.

Christie's London
Old Master & British Pictures (Evening Sale) – [Lot 00046]

est. 3,000,000 � 5,000,000 GBP 3,849,250 GBP
est. 4,458,314 � 7,430,524 USD 5,720,389 USD

Canaletto
Venice, a view of the churches
of the Redentore and San
Giacomo, with a moored man-
of-war, gondolas and barges
oil on canvas
Height 60 x Width 94.5 cm.
Height 23.622 x Width 37.205 in.

Sotheby's New York
Important Old Master Paintings and Sculpture – [Lot 00058]

est. 5,000,000 � 7,000,000 USD 5,682,500 USD
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Canaletto | Venice: The Molo with the Prisons and  
the Doges' Palace
1743

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 237/8 x 377/8 inches | 60.3 x 95.8 cm

Royal Collection Trust
London, England

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Manchester Art Gallery 
Manchester, England

Canaletto | The Church of the Redentore, Venice
Circa 1740

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 24 x 371/4 inches | 61 x 94.5 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Canaletto | Le Môle, vu du bassin de San Marco
Circa 1730-55

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 181/2 x 317/8 inches | 47 x 81 cm

The Louvre
Paris, France

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Canaletto | The Grand Canal, Venice, Looking South 
toward the Rialto Bridge
1730s

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 181/4 x 301/2 inches | 46.4 x 77.5 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

The Metropolitan Museum of Art
New York, NY, United States
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Canaletto | Entrance to the Grand Canal from the  
Molo, Venice
1742-44

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 45 x 60 inches | 114.5 x 153.5 cm

National Gallery of Art
Washington, D.C., United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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