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MEDIUM

Bronze with brown patina
DATED

Conceived in 1884; cast between 1905 and 1910

DIMENSIONS

20 1/4″ high x 26″ wide x 13″ deep (51.8 x 67 x 31.6 
cm)

SIGNED

“Rodin” (on base), with Barbedienne foundry mark
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“He who thinks of sculpture thinks 
of Rodin first.”

— RAINER MARIA RILKE, 1903
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L’Éternel Printemps
AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFETIME CAST

One of the most important artists in history, Auguste Rodin is 
hailed as the father of modern sculpture. His revolutionary 
works captured the depth of human emotion like no other, 
stunning in the intensity of their expression and technique. 
Please see the photos of an extraordinary lifetime cast of one of 
Rodin’s most famous bronzes, L’Éternel Printemps (The Eternal 
Spring).

Conceived at the height of his career in 1884, this sculpture 
tells the age-old narrative of forbidden love. It was originally 
intended for his pivotal Gates of Hell commission, as it depicts 
the affair of Francesca da Rimini and Paolo Malatesta, who 
famously appear in Dante’s Inferno for their transgression. 
Highlighting the lovers’ bliss rather than their ultimate 
punishment, Rodin felt the bronze was too sensual and 
removed it from his Gates of Hell . He chose to create this 
stand-alone version that would become one of his most 
acclaimed and beloved works.

Rodin’s technical mastery was unmatched in his day, and by the 
turn of the century he was regarded as the best sculptor since 
Michelangelo. His composition is dynamic from every angle, 
utilizing negative space in the arch of the woman’s back and 
her lover’s outstretched arm to create movement and feeling. 
This bronze still has its original lovely, warm brown patina, a 
perfect complement to the lovers’ warm embrace. The pair 
seems happily frozen in time, and the title, The Eternal Spring , 
shows Rodin’s intention to leave their amorous pose forever 
uninterrupted.

After exhibiting this sculpture at the Salon of 1897 to rave 
reviews, Rodin awarded its casting to the Barbedienne foundry. 
Our work is from Barbedienne’s exclusive second reduction, 
meaning it is the second largest of the four versions they 
produced. This sculpture was also importantly cast when Rodin 
still personally approved the finished bronzes and was 
completed between 1905-1910.

As one of Rodin’s most iconic works, most versions of this 
sculpture reside in important museum collections, including the 
Musée Rodin, Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston. It is also responsible for setting Rodin’s 
highest auction record ever, when a marble version achieved 
$20.4 million at Sotheby’s in 2016.

DATED

Conceived 1884; this cast 
1905–1910

SIGNED

“Rodin” (on base), with 
Barbedienne foundry mark

DIMENSIONS

20 1/4″ high x 26″ wide x 13″ deep (51.8 x 67 x 31.6 cm)
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Provenance
CHAIN OF OWNERSHIP

Private collection, Argentina, acquired in the 1910s

Private collection, France

M.S. Rau, New Orleans

Private collection, Texas

M.S. Rau, New Orleans

The Comité Auguste Rodin records the work’s earliest provenance as a private collection in Argentina, acquired in the 1910s by family 
tradition. The chain of ownership above is that certified by the Art Loss Register, 15 August 2025.

5



Inscriptions & Casting
MARKS

Signed “Rodin” on the right side, at the rear of the mound

Foundry mark “F. Barbedienne. Fondeur” on the left side

Letter “S” struck on the edge of the base, corresponding to a foundry workshop active circa 1905–1910

THE BARBEDIENNE EDITION

On 6 July 1898 Rodin agreed a renewable ten-year publishing contract with the Leblanc-Barbedienne foundry 
covering Le Baiser and L’Éternel Printemps , in several sizes and unlimited quantity. A plaster taken from a 
marble was entrusted to the foundry, which produced reductions using the Achille Collas mechanical reduction 
process that Barbedienne held under patent.

To the initial edition of L’Éternel Printemps in sizes of 64 cm, 40 cm and 25 cm, Leblanc-Barbedienne added a 
52 cm reduction in 1900 — the second in order of size. It was produced until 1918 in an estimated 32 to 33 
examples. Rodin received a 20% royalty on these sales; the original invoices are held in the archives of the 
Musée Rodin.

CATALOGUE CRITIQUE

The Comité Auguste Rodin has recorded the work in its archives for inclusion in the forthcoming Catalogue 
Critique de l’Oeuvre Sculpté d’Auguste Rodin , in preparation at the Galerie Brame & Lorenceau under the 
direction of Jérôme Le Blay, under the number 2018-5711B.
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Comité Auguste Rodin
Letter from the Comité Auguste Rodin, signed by François Lorenceau and Jérôme Le Blay, recording the bronze under number 
2018-5711B.
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Comité Auguste Rodin — Translation
English translation of the preceding letter.
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Art Loss Register
Certificate dated 15 August 2025 · ALR Ref: S00262093
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Museum Comparable

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York
Eternal Spring

Modeled ca. 1881, carved 1907 — Marble — On view in Gallery 800
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Museum Comparable

Musée Rodin, Paris
Eternal Springtime

Marble — On view at the Musée Rodin, Paris
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Museum Comparable

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
Eternal Springtime

Modeled about 1881; cast about 1916–17 — Bronze — 62.86 cm (24 3/4 in.) · Acc. 1993.50
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Auction Comparables
Five works in marble and bronze by Rodin depicting the same subject. Records per the artnet Price Database.

L’ÉTERNEL PRINTEMPS
1884 — Marble — Height 66.6 cm (26.22 in.)
Sotheby’s New York — Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale, Lot 17 — 9 May 2016

$20,410,000

Éternel printemps, premier état, taille originale — variante type C
1884 — Bronze — Height 66.7 cm (26.26 in.)
Sotheby’s London — Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale, Lot 19 — 3 February 2015

$2,911,813

L’éternel printemps, premier état
1884 — Bronze with brown patina — Height 63.5 cm (25 in.)
Christie’s New York — Impressionist and Post-Impressionist Art Evening Sale, Lot 24 — 8 May 2000

$1,766,000

Éternel printemps, premier état, taille originale, variante type A
1883 — Bronze — Height 63.7 cm (25.08 in.)
Sotheby’s London — Modern & Contemporary Evening Auction, Lot 17 — 4 March 2025

$1,603,461

L’éternel printemps, second état, 1ère réduction
1884 — Bronze — Height 66.5 cm (26.18 in.)
Sotheby’s London — Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale, Lot 4 — 19 June 2012

$1,210,083
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