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Since I have been here, not a day has 

passed, I think, when I have not been 

working from morning ‘til night on 

the weavers or the peasants.

- Vincent van Gogh
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Few artists have altered the course of art 
history as profoundly as Vincent van Gogh. 
Artworks from his brief yet transformative 
Nuenen period are among the rarest and most 

coveted in his oeuvre. This extraordinary, jewel-like 
drawing, Weaver Facing Left from February 1884, 
is one such rarity—the only one of its kind still 
remaining in private hands.

By the end of 1883, van Gogh had reluctantly 
joined his family in Nuenen, where he was surprised 
to find renewed purpose and direction for his art. 
He immersed himself in the local community, 
reconnecting with his roots and becoming especially 
fascinated with the town’s highly skilled weavers. The 
artist was enthralled by the connection between these 
artisans and the imposing machines that towered over 
them, which he captures dramatically here in Weaver 
Facing Left. He noted the incredible power he sought 
to depict in one of his letters to his brother Theo:

“I’ll have a lot more hard graft on those looms—but 
in reality the things are such almighty, beautiful 
affairs—all that old oak against a grayish wall—
that I certainly believe it’s right that they should be 
painted.” (Letter no. 445)

Between January and May 1884, he produced only 
nine oil paintings and fewer than twenty drawings and 
watercolors devoted to the weavers and their looms in 
Nuenen. Of that small and pivotal group, this drawing 
is the only example still remaining in private hands, 
placing it among the rarest survivals from van Gogh’s 
Dutch years. This crucial period resulted in the artist’s 
first groundbreaking masterwork, The Potato Eaters 
(1885), one of van Gogh’s most famous canvases.

Importantly, van Gogh himself wrote about this very 
drawing in a letter to his friend Anthon van Rappard on 
March 13, 1884. He vividly recounts drawing a loom so 
imposing it seemed to take on a life of its own, with the 
weaver emerging almost like an apparition at its center:

OVERVIEW

“As far as the loom is concerned, that really is a 
study of the machine made from start to finish in the 
place itself and was difficult—because one had to sit 
so close that it was very tricky to take measurements. 
I drew the figure in after all—but I don’t want to say 
anything with it except: ‘when that black monster of 
begrimed oak with all its slats somehow shows up 
like this against the greyness in which it stands, then 
there, in the centre of it, sits a black ape or goblin or 
apparition, and clatters with those slats from early 
till late.’” (Letter no. 437)

Almost all of van Gogh’s iconic weavers reside 
in important museum collections. The Van Gogh 
Museum alone owns 10 works on paper with this 
subject, with many more belonging to the Kröller 
Müller Museum and Rijksmuseum. Most of the 
nine weaver oil paintings are also held by renowned 
institutions worldwide, including the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston, the Kröller-Müller Museum, the Neue 
Pinakothek, Munich and the Museum Boijmans Van 
Beuningen.
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Hidde Nijland, The Hague

Kunstzalen Oldenzeel, Rotterdam

H. P. Bremmer (1871-1956), The Hague, after 1915

By descent from above to his son Floris Bremmer (1902-1981), The Hague 

Private collection, The Netherlands, since circa 1980

M.S. Rau, New Orleans
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Van Gogh Museum T 020 570 52 00   
Postbus 75366 F 020 570 52 22  
1070 AJ Amsterdam www.vangoghmuseum.nl 1/1 

Geachte heer Nieuwenhuizen Segaar, 
 
Vriendelijk bedankt voor uw digitale aanvraag van 15 november 2024 voor een 
authenticiteitsonderzoek. 
 
We hebben het door u (via uw gemachtigde) aan ons voorgelegde werk, Wever naar links 
gekeerd, (Papier: Tekening, 9,50 cm x 13,00 cm), zorgvuldig bestudeerd en zijn van mening 
dat het aan Vincent van Gogh kan worden toegeschreven. Voor onze argumenten verwijzen 
wij naar het bijgevoegde rapport.   
 
Ter vermijding van misverstanden herinneren wij u eraan dat de Algemene Voorwaarden 
Authenticiteitsonderzoek van toepassing zijn. Deze voorwaarden zijn door u aanvaard bij het 
indienen van uw digitale aanvraag, en zijn te vinden op onze website. Voor de volledigheid 
zijn ze bij deze brief gevoegd.  
 
Ik hoop u hiermee voldoende te hebben geïnformeerd. 
  
Met vriendelijke groeten, 

 
Marije Vellekoop 
Hoofd Collectie en Onderzoek 
 

Bezoekadres  
Gabriël Metsustraat 8 
1071 EA  Amsterdam 

 

   
De heer J. Nieuwenhuizen Segaar 
Laan van Meerdervoort 41 
2517 HD  Den Haag 
 

  

   Datum Referentie Onderwerp 
4 februari 2025 ATR-007403 Aanvraag authenticiteitsonderzoek 
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Van Gogh Museum

Postbus 75366

1070 AJ Amsterdam

Telephone: +31 (0)20 570 52 00

Fax: +31 (0)20 570 52 22

www.vangoghmuseum.nl

Date: 4 February 2025

Reference: ATR-007403

Subject: Application for Authenticity Examination

Mr. J. Nieuwenhuizen Segaar

Laan van Meerdervoort 41

2517 HD The Hague

Dear Mr. Nieuwenhuizen Segaar,

Thank you kindly for your digital application of 15 November 2024 for an authenticity examination. 
We have carefully examined the work submitted to us (via your authorized representative), Weaver 
Facing Left (Paper: Drawing, 9.50 cm x 13.00 cm), and are of the opinion that it can be attributed to 
Vincent van Gogh. For our detailed arguments, we refer you to the enclosed report. To avoid any 
misunderstandings, we remind you that the General Terms and Conditions for Authenticity 
Examinations apply. These conditions were accepted by you upon submission of your digital 
application and are available on our website. For completeness, they are enclosed with this letter. I 
trust that this provides you with sufficient information.

Yours sincerely,

Marije Vellekoop

Head of Collection and Research

Visiting address:

Gabriël Metsustraat 8

1071 EA Amsterdam

OVERV I EW
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J.- B. de la Faille, L’oeuvre de Vincent van Gogh, catalogue raisonné, Paris/ 
Brussels 1928, p. 68, no 1124 (as “Le tisserand”)
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W. Vanbeselaere, De Hollandsche periode (1880–1885) in het werk van Vincent van 
Gogh, Amsterdam and Antwerp, 1937, p. 257, 317 and 411, no. 1124 (illustrated)
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W. Vanbeselaere, De Hollandsche periode (1880–1885) in het werk van Vincent van 
Gogh, Amsterdam and Antwerp, 1937, p. 257, 317 and 411, no. 1124 (illustrated)
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W. Vanbeselaere, De Hollandsche periode (1880–1885) in het werk van Vincent van 
Gogh, Amsterdam and Antwerp, 1937, p. 257, 317 and 411, no. 1124 (illustrated)
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J.-B. de la Faille, The works of Vincent van Gogh: His paintings and drawings, Amsterdam 
1997, no. 1124 (illustrated)
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J.-B. de la Faille, The works of Vincent van Gogh: His paintings and drawings, Amsterdam 
1997, p. 412-13, no. 1124 (illustrated)
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J.-B. de la Faille, The works of Vincent van Gogh: His paintings and drawings, Amsterdam 
1997, p. 412-13, no. 1124 (illustrated)
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Jan Hulsker, The New Complete Van Gogh, Paintings, Drawings, Sketches, Amsterdam, 
1996, p. 108-109, no. 456 (illustrated)
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Jan Hulsker, The New Complete Van Gogh, Paintings, Drawings, Sketches, Amsterdam, 
1996, p. 108-109, no. 456 (illustrated)
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Jan Hulsker, The New Complete Van Gogh, Paintings, Drawings, Sketches, Amsterdam, 
1996, p. 108-109, no. 456 (illustrated)
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Vincent van Gogh: The Letters, no. 437, March 13, 1884

LITERATURE



20
msrau.com

AUCTION COMPARABLES

Vincent van Gogh
Planteuse de betteraves
black chalk on paper
Height 46.2 x Width 52.8 cm.
Height 18.189 x Width 20.787 in.
1885

08 May 2018 almost 8 years ago

Christie's New York
The Collection of Peggy and David Rockefeller: 19th and 20th
Century Art, Evening Sale – [Lot 00017]

est. 1,800,000 - 2,500,000 USD 3,612,500 USD

↑ 44% est

Vincent van Gogh
Landschap met Lopende Vrouw
gouache, pen and brush and ink and pencil on
paper
Height 29.8 x Width 43.5 cm.
Height 11.732 x Width 17.126 in.
1883

01 March 2022 almost 4 years ago

Christie's London
20th/21st Century: London Evening Sale – [Lot 00054]

est. 800,000 - 1,200,000 GBP 1,722,000 GBP
est. 1,065,388 - 1,598,082 USD 2,293,248 USD

↑ 44% est

Vincent van Gogh
Sorrow
pencil and wash on paper
Height 46.7 x Width 30.2 cm.
Height 18.386 x Width 11.89 in.
1882

20 June 2012 over 13 years ago

Christie's London
Impressionist/Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00014]

est. 600,000 - 900,000 GBP 1,329,250 GBP
est. 944,733 - 1,417,099 USD 2,092,977 USD

↑ 48% est

Vincent van Gogh
Boerin bij de wastobbe, in een
tuin (Woman by the Wash Tub,
in a Garden)
black crayon, pen, brush and black and sepia ink
and pencil on paper
Height 32.5 x Width 26.5 cm.
Height 12.795 x Width 10.433 in.
1885

28 June 2023 over 2 years ago

Christie's London
20th/21st Century: London Evening Sale – [Lot 00036]

est. 1,200,000 - 1,800,000 GBP 1,492,000 GBP
est. 1,535,312 - 2,302,968 USD 1,885,028 USD
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EXHI BI TEDAUCTION COMPARABLES

Vincent van Gogh
La prière
charcoal and ink
Height 60 x Width 50 cm.
Height 23.622 x Width 19.685 in.
1882

14 May 1997 over 28 years ago

Christie's New York
Impressionist and Modern Paintings, Drawings and Sculpture,
Part I – [Lot 00027]

est. 500,000 - 700,000 USD 1,800,000 USD

↑ 157% est

Vincent van Gogh
OLD MAN PRAYING
pencil and brush and ink on paper
Height 66.1 x Width 52.9 cm.
Height 26.024 x Width 20.827 in.
1882

04 February 2016 about 10 years ago

Sotheby's London
Impressionist & Modern Art Day Sale – [Lot 00343]

est. 300,000 - 500,000 GBP 1,085,000 GBP
est. 437,254 - 728,756 USD 1,581,402 USD

↑ 117% est

Vincent van Gogh
View from the window of
Vincent's studio
pen and ink and pencil on paper
Height 20.7 x Width 13.5 cm.
Height 8.15 x Width 5.315 in.
1883

05 February 2014 about 12 years ago

Sotheby's London
Impressionist, Modern & Surrealist Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00007]

est. 150,000 - 200,000 GBP 962,500 GBP
est. 244,578 - 326,104 USD 1,569,378 USD

↑ 381% est

Vincent van Gogh
Sien's mother's house seen
from the back yard
pen and ink and pencil heightened with white
gouache on paper
Height 29.3 x Width 45.8 cm.
Height 11.535 x Width 18.031 in.
1882

10 October 2024 over 1 year ago

Bonhams London
20th/21st Century Art Evening Sale – [Lot 0012A]

est. 800,000 - 1,200,000 GBP 1,137,400 GBP
est. 1,044,250 - 1,566,375 USD 1,484,662 USD

Vincent van Gogh
Paysanne au bassin dans un
jardin
charcoal, pen, brush and black and sepia ink and
pencil on paper
Height 33 x Width 26.4 cm.
Height 12.992 x Width 10.394 in.
1885

05 November 2013 over 12 years ago

Christie's New York
Impressionist & Modern Evening Sale – [Lot 00003]

est. 1,000,000 - 1,500,000 USD 1,445,000 USD
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EXHI BI TEDAUCTION COMPARABLES

Vincent van Gogh
Woman by the wash tub in the
garden
chalk, pen, ink and pencil
Height 32 x Width 26.4 cm.
Height 12.598 x Width 10.394 in.
1885

09 May 2007 almost 19 years ago

Christie's New York
Impressionist and Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00020]

est. 900,000 - 1,200,000 USD 1,272,000 USD

↑ 6% est

Vincent van Gogh
Aardappelrooier
black chalk on paper
Height 27.4 x Width 21.7 cm.
Height 10.787 x Width 8.543 in.
1885

30 June 2021 over 4 years ago

Christie's London
20th/21st Century: London Evening Sale – [Lot 00052]

est. 300,000 - 500,000 GBP 862,500 GBP
est. 414,193 - 690,321 USD 1,190,804 USD

↑ 73% est

Vincent van Gogh
Planteuse des betteraves
charcoal w/white heightening
Height 45 x Width 52.1 cm.
Height 17.717 x Width 20.512 in.
1885

09 May 2007 almost 19 years ago

Christie's New York
Impressionist and Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00002]

est. 600,000 - 800,000 USD 1,160,000 USD

↑ 45% est

Vincent van Gogh
MAN WITH AN AXE ON HIS
SHOULDER
pencil watercolor and pencil on paper
Height 46 x Width 23.4 cm.
Height 18.11 x Width 9.213 in.
1882

21 June 2016 over 9 years ago

Sotheby's London
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00018]

est. 400,000 - 600,000 GBP 725,000 GBP
est. 586,682 - 880,023 USD 1,063,361 USD

↑ 21% est
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Vincent van Gogh | Sketch of a Weaver
January - August 1884

Medium: Pen and ink on paper
Dimensions: 5 x 73/4 inches | 12.5 x 19.5 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Van Gogh Museum
Amsterdam, The Netherlands
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Vincent van Gogh | Weaver
January - August 1884

Medium: Pencil, pen and ink, watercolor, on paper
Dimensions: 12 x 153/4 inches | 30.5 x 40 cm

EXHI BI TEDMUSEUM COMPARABLES

Van Gogh Museum
Amsterdam, The Netherlands



25
msrau.com

Vincent van Gogh | Weaver
Januray 1884

Medium: Pencil, pen and ink, on paper
Dimensions: 103/4 x 157/8 inches | 27.2 x 40.3 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Van Gogh Museum
Amsterdam, The Netherlands
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Vincent van Gogh | Weaver
December 1883 - June 1884

Medium: Pencil, pen in black ink, black chalk, and transparant watercolor on laid paper
Dimensions: 87/8 x 111/2 inches | 22.5 x 29.3 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Kröller Müller Museum 
Otterlo, The Netherlands
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Vincent van Gogh | Figures in Front of a Loom
April - May 1884

Medium: Pen and brush in black/brown ink on wove paper
Dimensions: 4 x 51/4 inches | 10.3 x 13.3 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Kröller Müller Museum 
Otterlo, The Netherlands
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