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Pair of Two Natural-Pearl Earrings 
Total weight: 8.1 grams each  
(including setting and diamonds)
Shape: Drop-shaped
Size: 10.95 x 11.05 x 14.80mm and  
10.85 x 10.90 x 14.90 mm
Circa 1790
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Certain treasures stand above all others. The French Crown Jewels belong 

to this category. Presented here is an extraordinary pair of natural pearl 

and diamond earrings that belonged to Queen Marie-Amélie, the last 

Queen of France. These earrings are among the handful of royal jewels to 

survive one of the most important jewelry collections ever assembled.
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For almost fourteen centuries, the French Crown 

Jewels were reserved exclusively for the royal 

family. Handcrafted by the finest goldsmiths of their 

age, they incorporated the world’s most precious 

gems. Preserved generation after generation, the 

collection grew as the French kingdom rose into 

the most important country in the West. No other 

royal collection rivaled its quality or magnitude.

That expansion ended abruptly in the aftermath 

of the Franco-Prussian War. Following Napoleon 

III’s abdication and the establishment of the Third 

Republic, the new government, fearful of a future 

royal ever seizing power, made the unprecedented 

decision in 1887 to sell nearly the entire collection. 

The famed quote they used to justify this sale was 

“Without a Crown, there cannot be a King.” Only 

a tiny number of the most precious jewels were 

spared as these had been kept by the royal family. 

This pair was among those treasures that remained 

with the family, never before on the market.

Natural pearls of this caliber were the most 

prized gemstones of the late eighteenth and early 

nineteenth centuries, valued well above diamonds 

for their rarity and perfection. This is evidenced 

by the record-setting result achieved by a baroque 

pearl loosely attributed to Marie Antoinette, 

which realized over $41 million. Please note that a 

baroque pearl is far more common than a perfectly 

shaped natural pearl, and matched pairs of natural 

pearls are obviously far rarer.  These earrings were 

originally crafted in the classic royal drop form, 

and later enhanced with diamonds by Mellerio dits 

Meller, the French Crown jeweler.

The earrings descended through the Bourbon-

Orléans line from Queen Amélie, one of the 

last figures of Europe’s great dynastic age. Born 

into the Bourbon and Habsburg houses, she was 

the daughter of Marie-Caroline (for whom the 

earrings were made) of Austria, Marie Antoinette’s 

beloved sister, and inherited the traditions of a 

court defined by ceremony and splendor. Fewer 

than ten jewels attributed to Queen Amélie are 

known today, including a small group of sapphires 

and pearls formerly held in the Louvre until the 

October 19, 2025 heist.



This portrait on the right depicts Queen Marie-
Amélie of France, the last Queen of the French, 
wearing these pearl earrings.

In the mid-nineteenth century, the original pearl 
drops were entrusted to Mellerio, the jeweler 
to the French Crown, who enhanced them with 
diamond settings in keeping with court taste of 
the period.

The earrings subsequently descended through 
the Bourbon-Orléans line, long regarded as  
the most legitimate dynastic claim to the  
French throne.

They are illustrated here worn by Isabelle 
d’Orléans‑Braganza, who married Henri 
d’Orléans in 1931, the great-great-grandson of 
Queen Marie-Amélie.

When recently shown these historic 
photographs, Isabelle’s grandson, Jean d’Orléans 
who is first in line for the French throne, 
reflected on  his family’s enduring connection to 
the earrings.  He recalled that his grandmother 
wore them on the most significant occasions 
and emphasized  their powerful resonance as 
tangible heirlooms of the French Crown.

The earrings are offered directly from the estate 
of Isabelle d’Orléans‑Braganza, preserving an 
unbroken lineage from the last Queen of France  
to the present head of the House of Orléans.

Queen Marie-Amélie wearing the pearl earrings,  
a gift from her mother, Marie-Caroline, sister  

to Marie Antoinette. 

These are two depictions of Isabelle 
wearing the earrings at different stages  

in her life. 
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Royal Estate, 2 November 2023

Dear Madame, 

I thank you for your message, which touched me deeply. 

The memory of my grandmother has always remained very vivid for me and for my family. 

Seeing her portrait again in the photographs you sent me—particularly those in which she appears wearing her preferred 

earrings, notably in Palermo at the time of her wedding or even on the front page of certain newspapers—moved me greatly. 

They were always part of her attire for important family and public occasions. 

Thank you for this brief return to a past that is emotional, historic and deeply familial. 

Yours sincerely,

With my warmest regards,

Jean, Count of Paris
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SSEF AP P E NDIX LE TTE R
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 SSE F RE PORT
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LA BORATOIRE  FRANÇAIS  
D E GE MMOLOGIE  RE PORT
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Morel, Bernard, Les Joyaux de la Couronne de France (Paris: Fonds Mercator, 1988), 327.

LITE RATURE
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Morel, Bernard, Les Joyaux de la Couronne de France (Paris: Fonds Mercator, 1988), 327.

LITE RATURE
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FAMILY  HISTORY
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FAMILY  TRE E
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FR E NCH CROWN JE WE LS 
A U CTION COMPARAB LE S

Marie Antoinette Pearl 

	- 15.90 × 18.35 × 25.85 mm
	- Comparable pearlof similar specifications: $500,000
	- Loosely attributed through an inventory note by Archduchess Marie Anne of Austria and  

Princess Elie de Bourbon-Parme
	- Sold for $41 million, representing a 7,100% premium over comparable pearls  

without provenance

Marie Antoinette Pink Diamond 

	- 10.38-carat Fancy Purple-Pink diamond
	- Comparable diamond of similar specifications: $1.4 million
	- Provenance described by Christie’s as “believed to have belonged to Marie Antoinette,” 

based on family lineage.
	- Sold for $13.98 million, representing a 900% premium over a comparable ring  

without provenance

Empress Eugénie’s Diamond Bow Brooch 

	- Old mine- and old European-cut diamond openwork bow (approx. 4,000 small dia-
monds), mounted in silver-topped gold, circa 1855

	- Comparable brooch of similar specifications: $550,000
	- Sold to the Louvre for a reported $10 million, representing a 1,900% premium over  

a comparable brooch without provenance

Napoleon I Diamond Brooch 

	- Central 13-carat old mine-cut oval diamond with an additional 6 carats in the  
surrounding stones

	- Comparable brooch of similar specifications: $200,000
	- Described as “traditionally said to have belonged to Napoleon I,” based on inventory 

references and contextual evidence
	- Sold for $4.4 million, representing a 2,100% premium over a comparable brooch with-

out provenance

Queen Marie-Amélie’s Pearl Earrings 

	- Pair of 14.9 mm natural saltwater drop pearls with an old mine-cut diamond surround
	- Comparable earrings of similar specifications: $800,000
	- Ironclad provenance confirmed by inventory records, documented direct descent from 

the original owner and period family photographs and portraits
	- Priced at $7.95 million, representing a 990% premium over comparable earrings  

without provenance
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MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Queen Marie-Amélie’s Sapphire Set 

	- This set consists of a tiara, a necklace, a pair of earrings, two small brooches, one large brooch, a comb and two 
bracelets. Each jewel is mounted in gold and set with Ceylon sapphires, every stone encircled by diamonds.

	- On October 19, 2025, the necklace, tiara and one earring from the set were stolen from the Louvre Museum, 
along with five additional objects. 
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MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Marie Louise Diadem 

	- This historic jewel originally created in 1810 as part of an elaborate parure by the Parisian court jeweller  
Marie-Étienne Nitot for Empress Marie Louise of Austria, the second wife of Napoleon I of France. It was  
commissioned as a wedding gift from Napoleon and formed the centrepiece of a set that also included a  
necklace, earrings, comb and belt buckle. 
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Please see a video of our CEO, Bill Rau, speaking about the extraordinary 

significance of these earrings. Never before have we had the opportunity 

to offer French Crown jewels of this caliber, and such an opportunity is 

unlikely to arise again.
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