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This is quite a primitive place.  
The rocks are uncanny,  

the colors of the sea almost 
unbelievable.  

But I am utterly thrilled.

 – Claude Monet to Gustave Caillebotte, 1886
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Claude Monet is widely considered one of the 
greatest artists of all time. His revolutionary 
vision was the founding genius of the 
Impressionist movement, forever changing 

the course of modern art. In 1886, the great artist 
set out to explore the stormy seas and rocky cliffs 
of Brittany, hoping to push his groundbreaking 
techniques to new heights. Please see the photos of one 
of Monet’s stunning and rare masterpieces from this 
pivotal chapter in his career, capturing the artist at his 
most adventurous and expressive.

In September of 1886, Monet left the comforts 
of Giverny for the remote island of Belle‑Île off the 
Brittany coast. Intending only a brief stay of a week 
or so, the artist found himself utterly captivated 
by what locals called the côte sauvage—the “wild 
coast”—and extended his stay another ten weeks. 
He lived within walking distance of the most 
imposing cliffs, coves and pounding surf, chasing 
the rapidly changing light and weather with fierce 
determination. He even hired an ex-lobsterman as a 
porter, who helped strap down Monet’s canvas and 
easel each trip to protect against raging winds.

No storms in sight, this stunning painting is 
brimming with the radiant light that Monet was so 
famous for capturing. Belle-Île was situated on black 
volcanic rock, which Monet renders here with bold, 
dynamic brushstrokes and flashes of bright red, pink 
and orange. He also brings the brilliant azure of the 
Atlantic to life with a mesmerizing array of blues and 
greens. The critic Octave Mirbeau, who visited Monet 
on Belle-Île, predicted that these canvases would 

reveal “a new aspect of his talent: a formidable Monet, 
unknown until now.” Powerful and majestic, this 
canvas represents a watershed moment for the artist, 
bringing him more critical acclaim than ever before.

Monet painted only eight views of this particular 
site on Belle-Île, called La Roche Guibel, recording 
it from different angles and under different weather 
conditions. One of these eight works recently went for 
over $10 million at Christie’s in 2024. Other examples 
of Monet’s magnificent Belle-Île canvases reside in 
the world’s most prestigious museums, including the 
Musée d’Orsay, the Art Institute of Chicago, the Yale 
University Art Gallery and others.

OVERVIEW
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Michel Monet, by descent from the artist (c. 1926)

Maurice Loupias, Caulnes 

Sale, consigned by above to Palais Galliera, Paris, December 8, 1973, no. 62 (color ill. as Belle-Ile en Mer)

Private collection, France

Private collection, Switzerland

Exclusive Arts, Ltd, New York

Private collection, France

Private collection, England 

Private collection, Europe

Private collection, New York

M.S. Rau, New Orleans
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AUCTION COMPARABLES

Price Database
02 February 2026

Claude Monet
La Roche Guibel, Port-Domois
oil on canvas
Height 66.7 x Width 82.5 cm.
Height 26.26 x Width 32.48 in.
1886

16 May 2024 over 1 year ago

Christie's New York
20th Century Evening Sale – [Lot 018 B]

est. 6,000,000 - 8,000,000 USD 10,185,000 USD

↑ 27% est

Claude Monet
MARÉE BASSE AUX PETITES-
DALLES
oil on canvas
Height 60 x Width 73 cm.
Height 23.622 x Width 28.74 in.
1884

09 May 2016 over 9 years ago

Sotheby's New York
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00025]

est. 3,000,000 - 5,000,000 USD 9,882,000 USD

↑ 98% est

Claude Monet
LA MÉDITERRANÉE PAR VENT
DE MISTRAL
oil on canvas
Height 65 x Width 92.3 cm.
Height 25.591 x Width 36.339 in.
1888

19 June 2018 over 7 years ago

Sotheby's London
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00015]

est. 6,500,000 - 8,500,000 GBP 7,150,800 GBP
est. 8,561,643 - 11,195,995 USD 9,418,861 USD

Claude Monet
Antibes, le fort
oil on canvas
Height 60 x Width 81 cm.
Height 23.622 x Width 31.89 in.
1888

02 November 2011 over 14 years ago

Sotheby's New York
Impressionist and Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00009]

est. 5,000,000 - 7,000,000 USD 9,266,500 USD

↑ 32% est



15
msrau.com

AUCTION COMPARABLES

Claude Monet
L'Église de Varengeville, soleil
couchant
oil on canvas
Height 64.8 x Width 81 cm.
Height 25.512 x Width 31.89 in.
1882

04 February 2014 almost 12 years ago

Christie's London
Impressionist/Modern Evening Sale – [Lot 00016]

est. 4,000,000 - 7,000,000 GBP 5,682,500 GBP
est. 6,521,030 - 11,411,803 USD 9,263,938 USD

Claude Monet
Soleil sur la Petite Creuse
oil on canvas
Height 73 x Width 92.6 cm.
Height 28.74 x Width 36.457 in.
1889

13 November 2023 about 2 years ago

Sotheby's New York
Modern Evening Auction – [Lot 00018]

est. 7,000,000 - 10,000,000 USD 8,607,300 USD

Claude Monet
Sur la falaise à Pourville
oil on canvas
Height 60.3 x Width 81.3 cm.
Height 23.74 x Width 32.008 in.
1882

07 May 2014 over 11 years ago

Sotheby's New York
Impressionist and Modern Art Evening sale – [Lot 00010]

est. 5,000,000 - 7,000,000 USD 8,229,000 USD

↑ 18% est

Claude Monet
La Méditerranée
oil on canvas
Height 61 x Width 74 cm.
Height 24.016 x Width 29.134 in.
1888

11 November 2021 about 4 years ago

Christie's New York
20th Century Evening Sale – [Lot 0028C]

est. 4,000,000 - 6,000,000 USD 7,110,000 USD

↑ 18% est
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Claude Monet | Les Rochers de Belle-Île, la Côte sauvage
1886

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 253/4 x 32 inches | 65.5 x 81.5 cm

Musée d'Orsay 
Paris, France

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Claude Monet | Port-Domois, Belle-Isle
1887

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 251/2 x 32 inches | 64.8 x 81.3 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Yale University Art Gallery
New Haven, CT, United States



18
msrau.com

Claude Monet | Rocks at Belle-Isle, Port-Domois
1886

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 281/2 x 23 inches | 72.4 x 58.4 cm

Saint Louis Art Museum
St. Louis, MO, United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Claude Monet | Rocks at Port-Goulphar, Belle-Île
1886

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 26 x 327/8 inches | 66 x 81.8 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

The Art Institute of Chicago
Chicago, IL, United States
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Claude Monet | Rocks at Belle-Île, Port-Domois
1886

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 32 x 251/2 inches | 81.3 x 64.8 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Cincinnati Art Museum
Cincinnati, OH, United States
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Claude Monet | Rocks at Port-Coton, the Lion Rock, 
Belle-Île
1886

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 255/8 x 317/8 inches | 65 x 81 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

The Fitzwilliam Museum
Cambridge, England
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