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The first time I went to see 
the sculptor Brancusi in his 

studio, I was more impressed 
than in any cathedral. 

Coming into Brancusi’s 
studio was like entering 

another world. 
– Man Ray, 1963
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Constantin Brancusi was by far one of the 
most important artists of the 20th century. 
Celebrated as the father of modern sculpture, 
his visionary works revolutionized modern 

art with a new language of purity and profound 
simplicity. This is one of his rarest and most iconic 
sculptures, Le Nouveau-Né (The Newborn), which 
perfectly embodies Brancusi’s groundbreaking genius.

Born into a family of farmers in Romania, Brancusi 
was a sculptural prodigy from an early age—famous 
in his town for fashioning a violin using only found 
materials. After training in Bucharest, the young 
artist set out for Paris in 1904, legendarily making 
the journey entirely on foot with nothing but a 
backpack. By 1907, he had secured the most coveted 
apprenticeship in sculpture: a position in the studio 
of Auguste Rodin. Brancusi lasted just one month, 
declaring that “nothing grows in the shade of great 
trees.” From that point on, he charted an entirely 
independent course that would change art  
history forever.

Brancusi was the first artist to free sculpture from its 
need to depict reality. He focused instead on capturing 
the pure essence of things and the natural beauty of 
materials such as stone and bronze. Our sculpture 
is one of Brancusi’s earliest and most important 
motifs in one of his most coveted materials: The 
Newborn in highly polished bronze. The egg-like form 
has only subtle suggestions of a nose and mouth—
communicating not the appearance of an infant, 
but evoking the very concept of a newborn and the 
profound potential of the future. The reflective surface 
comes to life with every movement of the viewer, 
dissolving the boundary between the artwork and  
its environment. 

This sculpture was cast posthumously by Brancusi’s 
chosen heirs, fellow Romanian artists Natalia 
Dumitresco and Alexandre Istrati. In the 1970s and 
80s, the artists—who were devoted companions 
of Brancusi and are now buried alongside him—
created very few posthumous casts of Brancusi’s 

most important works from his original plasters. Our 
sculpture is the first of just eight examples of The 
Newborn cast in 1971 by Dumitresco and Istrati.

Examples of this iconic sculpture, both lifetime and 
posthumous versions, are extraordinarily rare. All but 
one of the examples made during Brancusi’s lifetime 
are in important museums—including the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, the Centre Pompidou and the Museum 
of Modern Art—and no example of The Newborn 
has ever come to auction. Other Brancusi works 
posthumously cast by Dumitresco and Istrati have 
achieved impressive results at auction, selling for 
between $4 and $7 million in recent years.

Beyond its artistic importance, this sculpture also 
comes with significant provenance. It was acquired 
directly from the artist’s estate by Madame Georges 
Pompidou. Georges Pompidou served as President of 
France from 1969 to 1974, and the couple was among 
the most important champions of contemporary art 
in Europe, founding the world-renowned Centre 
Pompidou in 1977, which houses Europe’s largest 
collection of modern and contemporary art. The 
Pompidou also serves as the permanent home of 
Brancusi’s studio, which the sculptor bequeathed to 
the French state in 1956.

OVERVIEW
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The estate of the artist

Mme Georges Pompidou, France, acquired from the above 

Alain Pompidou, France, acquired from the above

Private collection, acquired from the above, 2019

Private collection, Connecticut

M.S. Rau, New Orleans

PROVENANCE

OVERV I EW

EXHIBITED

Paris, Artcurial, Hommage au president Georges Pompidou. Un homme de culture, 1987, p. 18, illustrated 
in color

Paris, Maison des Arts Georges Pompidou, "Autour d'une collection," le President et Madame Georges 
Pompidou, 1994, n.p., illustrated in color

Musée d'Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, Passions privées: collections particulières d'art moderne et 
contemporain en France, 1995-1996, cat. A 50-3, pp. 434-435, illustrated in color
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OVERV I EW

M. M., "Constantin Brancusi: a Summary of Many Conversations," The Arts, July 1923, p. 20, marble 
illustrated (titled Sculpture)

Exh. Cat., New York, The Brummer Gallery, Brancusi, 1926, nos. 5 and 36, marble illustrated

Albert Dreyfus, "Constantin Brancusi", Cahiers d'Art, vol. 2, 1927, pp. 70 and 72, marble illustrated

Exh. Cat., New York, The Museum of Modern Art, Cubism and Abstract Art, 1936, no. 17, pp. 116-17 and 
205, fig. 106, another cast illustrated (dated 1915, and catalogued as brass)

Christian Zervos, Histoire de l'art contemporain, Paris, 1938, p. 323, marble illustrated

Exh. Cat., New York, Museum of Modern Art, Art in Progress. A Survey Prepared for the Fifteenth Anni-
versary of the Museum of Modern Art, New York, 1944, p. 136, another cast illustrated

W. R Valentiner, Origins of Modern Sculpture, New York, 1946, p.161, fig. 136, another cast illustrated

Michel Seuphor, L'Art abstrait, ses origines, ses premiers maîtres, Paris, 1949, p.78, marble illustrated

Andrew C. Ritchie, Sculpture of the Twentieth Century, New York, 1952, p. 111, another cast illustrated in 
color

Alfred H. Barr Jr., Masters of Modern Art, New York, 1954, p.125, another cast illustrated in color

Exh. Cat., Philadelphia Museum of Art, The Louise and Walter Arensberg Collection, 1954, no. 9, marble 
illustrated

P. G. Adrian, "Constantin Brancusi", Goya, Madrid, 1956, no. 13, p. 237, marble illustrated

Christian Zervos, Constantin Brancusi. Sculptures, peintures, fresques, dessins, Paris, 1957, p. 49, marble 
illustrated

David Lewis, Constantin Brancusi, London, 1957, figs. 9 and 10, other casts illustrated

Pierre Gueguen, "Meditation sur l'oeuvre brancusien", Aujourd'hui, Paris, 1957, no. 12, p. 10, marble illus-
trated

Carola Giedion-Welcker, Constantin Brancusi, Basel and Stuttgart, 1958, p.63, marble illustrated in a 
photograph

Ionel Jianou, Brancusi, London, 1963, pp. 99-100, fig. 35, marble illustrated

Mircea Deac, Constantin Brancusi, Bucharest, 1966, p. 54, marble illustrated

George Heard Hamilton, Painting and Sculpture in Europe, 1880-1940, Harmondsworth, 1967, pp. 462-3 
and 601, fig. 273, marble illustrated

Sidney Geist, Brancusi. A Study of the Sculpture, New York, 1968, no. 87, pp.48-49 and 221, another cast 
illustrated

Exh. Cat., New York, Solomon R Guggenheim Museum, Constantin Brancusi 1876 -1957, A Retrospective 
Exhibition, 1969, pp. 19 and 70-71, other casts illustrated

RELATED LITERATURE
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OVERV I EW

RELATED LITERATURE

Sidney Geist, Brancusi. The Sculpture and Drawings, New York, 1975, cat. 101 and 135, pp. 69, 99, 181 
and 184, other casts illustrated

Marielle Tabart and Isabelle Monod-Fontaine, Brancusi Photographer, New York, 1977, figs. 34 and 35, 
another cast illustrated in a photograph of the artist's studio

Exh. Cat., New York, Sidney Janis Gallery 1982, Brancusi + Mondrian, no. 5, another cast illustrated

Radu Varia, Brancusi, New York, 1986, pp. 152-155, other casts illustrated in color

Pontus Hulten, Natalia Dumitresco & Alexandre Istrati, Brancusi, London, 1988, no. 86, no. T1, p. 289, 
another cast illustrated

Anna C. Chave, Constantin Brancusi, Shifting the Bases of Art, New Haven and London, 1993, no. 5, pp. 
54, 55, 88, 90, 124, 126, 128-9, 146, 183, 186-7 and 190, fig. 4.6, other casts illustrated in color

Exh. Cat., Paris, Centre Pompidou and Philadelphia, Philadelphia Museum of Art, Constantin Brancusi, 
1879 - 1957, 1995, no. 35, pp. 136-137, other casts illustrated

Radu Varia, Brancusi, New York, 2002, pp. 130-131, other casts illustrated in color

Friedrich Teja Bach, Constantin Brancusi. Metamorphosen plastischer Form, Cologne, 2004, p. 397, 
mentioned; pp. 444 and 461, other casts illustrated

Exh. Cat., London, Tate Modern, Constantin Brancusi. The Essence of Things, 2004, p. 64, marble illus-
trated in a photograph of the artist's studio

Exh. Cat., Venice, Peggy Guggenheim Collection, Brancusi. The White Work, 2005, p. 62, fig. 20, marble 
illustrated in a photograph of the artist's studio

James Pearson, Constantin Brancusi. Sculpting the Essence of Things, Maidstone, 2007, p. 17, marble 
illustrated in a photograph of the artist’s studio

Exh. Cat., New York, Paul Kasmin Gallery, Brancusi, New York, 1913 - 2013, 2013 - 2014, no. 4, p. 122, 
listed; pp.126-127 and U9, another cast illustrated in color
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EXHIBITED

Paris, Artcurial, Hommage au president Georges Pompidou. Un homme de culture, 1987, 
p. 18, illustrated in color
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EXHI BI TED

Paris, Artcurial, Hommage au president Georges Pompidou. Un homme de culture, 1987, 
p. 18, illustrated in color
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EXHI BI TED
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EXHI BI TED

Paris, Artcurial, Hommage au president Georges Pompidou. Un homme de culture, 1987, 
p. 18, illustrated in color

EXHI BI TED

Paris, Artcurial, Hommage au president Georges Pompidou. Un homme de culture, 1987, 
p. 18, illustrated in color
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EXHI BI TEDEXHI BI TED

Paris, Maison des Arts Georges Pompidou, "Autour d'une collection," le President et 
Madame Georges Pompidou, 1994, n.p., illustrated in color
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EXHI BI TEDEXHI BI TED

Paris, Maison des Arts Georges Pompidou, "Autour d'une collection," le President et 
Madame Georges Pompidou, 1994, n.p., illustrated in color
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EXHI BI TEDEXHI BI TED

Paris, Maison des Arts Georges Pompidou, "Autour d'une collection," le President et 
Madame Georges Pompidou, 1994, n.p., illustrated in color
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EXHI BI TEDEXHI BI TED

Paris, Maison des Arts Georges Pompidou, "Autour d'une collection," le President et 
Madame Georges Pompidou, 1994, n.p., illustrated in color
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EXHI BI TEDEXHI BI TED

Paris, Maison des Arts Georges Pompidou, "Autour d'une collection," le President et 
Madame Georges Pompidou, 1994, n.p., illustrated in color
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EXHI BI TEDEXHI BI TED

Museé d'Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, Passions privées: collections particulières d'art 
moderne et contemporain en France, 1995-1996, cat. A 50-3, pp. 434-435, illustrated in color
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EXHI BI TEDEXHI BI TED

Museé d'Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, Passions privées: collections particulières d'art 
moderne et contemporain en France, 1995-1996, cat. A 50-3, pp. 434-435, illustrated in color
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EXHI BI TEDEXHI BI TED

Museé d'Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, Passions privées: collections particulières d'art 
moderne et contemporain en France, 1995-1996, cat. A 50-3, pp. 434-435, illustrated in color
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EXHI BI TEDEXHI BI TED

Museé d'Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, Passions privées: collections particulières d'art 
moderne et contemporain en France, 1995-1996, cat. A 50-3, pp. 434-435, illustrated in color
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RELATED LITERATURE

Pontus Hulten, Natalia Dumitresco & Alexandre Istrati, Brancusi, London, 1988, no. 86, 
no. T1, p. 289, another cast illustrated
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RELATED LITERATURE

Pontus Hulten, Natalia Dumitresco & Alexandre Istrati, Brancusi, London, 1988, no. 86, 
no. T1, p. 289, another cast illustrated
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RELATED LITERATURE

Pontus Hulten, Natalia Dumitresco & Alexandre Istrati, Brancusi, London, 1988, no. 86, 
no. T1, p. 289, another cast illustrated
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RELATED LITERATURE

Radu Varia, Brancusi, New York, 1986, pp. 152-155, other casts illustrated in color
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RELATED LITERATURE

Radu Varia, Brancusi, New York, 1986, pp. 152-155, other casts illustrated in color
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RELATED LITERATURE

Friedrich Teja Bach, Constantin Brancusi. Metamorphosen plastischer Form, 
Cologne, 2004, p. 397, mentioned; pp. 444 and 461, other casts illustrated
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Friedrich Teja Bach, Constantin Brancusi. Metamorphosen plastischer Form, 
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Friedrich Teja Bach, Constantin Brancusi. Metamorphosen plastischer Form, 
Cologne, 2004, p. 397, mentioned; pp. 444 and 461, other casts illustrated
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AUCTION COMPARABLES

Title
Description

Medium
Year of Work
Size

Constantin Brancusi
L'Oiseau d'or
Property from an Estate
Constantin Brancusi
1876 - 1957
L'Oiseau d'or
inscribed Brancusi, numbered 1/5, dated 71 and with the foundry mark Susse Fondeur Paris
bronze with marble base
height (including base): 50 ¼ in. 127.7 cm.
Conceived in 1919 and cast by Susse Fondeur from the Istrati-Dumitresco plaster in 1971.
Two examples of this model were cast during the artist’s lifetime, and a further three were cast beginning in 1971 by the 
artist’s heirs, Alexandre Istrati and Natalia Dumitresco, from a copy of the original plaster. 

Edition 1/5
Misc. Inscribed
Sale of Sotheby's New York: Monday, November 14, 2022 [Lot 00104]

Modern Evening Auction
Estimate 5,000,000 - 7,000,000 USD
Sold For 6,299,300 USD Premium
Provenance

Estate of the artist
Werner and Nelly Baer, Switzerland (acquired from the above circa 1971)
Private Collection, Germany (acquired by descent from the above)
Thence by descent to the present owner

Literature
Ezra Pound, “Brancusi,” The Little Review, vol. VIII, no. 1, Autumn 1921, pls. 17 and 24, illustrations of another cast
“Brancusi,” This Quarter, vol. I, no. 1, Paris, Spring 1925, pl. 27, illustration of another cast
Carl Einstein, Die Kunst des 20. Jahrhunderts, Berlin, 1926 pl. 525, illustration of another cast
Carl Einstein, Die Kunst des 20. Jahrhunderts, Berlin, 1931, pl. 618, illustration of another cast
G. Paleolog, C. Brancusi, Bucharest, 1947, p. 39, illustration of another cast
Robert Payne, “Constantin Brancusi,” World Review¸ vol. 8, London, October 1949, p. 64, illustration of another cast
Ionel Jianou, Brancusi, New York, 1963, pl. 46, illustration of another cast
Sidney Geist, Brancusi: A Study of the Sculpture, New York, 1968, p. 69, illustrations of other casts
Athena T. Spear, Brancusi’s Birds, New York, 1969, pls. 13 and 14, illustrations of other casts
Exh. Cat., New York, The Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum; Philadelphia Museum of Art; Art Institute of Chicago,
Constantin Brancusi 1876-1957, A Retrospective Exhibition, 1969, p. 95, illustration of another cast
Sidney Geist, “The Birds. A Critique of the Catalog of a Recent Brancusi Monograph,” Artforum, November 1970
Sidney Geist, Brancusi: The Sculpture and Drawings, New York, 1975, p. 91, illustration of another cast
Exh. Cat., Paris, Centre Pompidou, Brancusi Photographe, 1977, pls. 15 and 27, illustrations of another cast in
photographs of the artist’s studio
Ionel Jianou, Brancusi, Paris, 1982, no. 151, p. 109, listed; pl. 46, illustration of another cast
Pontus Hulten, Natalia Dumitresco and Alexandre Istrati, Brancusi, Paris and Stuttgart, 1986, no. 108d, no. T1, p. 294,
listed and illustration of another cast
Radu Varia, Brancusi, New York, 1986, pp. 233-35, illustrations in color of another cast; p. 45, illustration of another
cast in an exhibition photograph
Eric Shanes, Constantin Brancusi, New York, 1989, p. 36, illustration in color of another cast
Paris, Didier Imbert Fine Art, Brancusi: Photo, 1991, n.p., fig. 4, illustration of another cast
Margherita Andreotti, “Brancusi’s Golden Bird: A New Species of Modern Sculpture,” Art Institute of Chicago Museum
Studies, vol. 19, no. 2, 1993, illustration of another cast on the cover and pp. 135, 137, 140, and 143; pp. 144, 145, 147,
152 and n.p, illustration of another cast in photographs of the artist’s studio and of exhibitions
Dan Grigorescu, Brancusi and his Century, Bucharest, 1994, p. 28; pl 49, illustration of another cast
Sanda Miller, Constantin Brancusi, A Survey of His Work, Oxford, 1995, p. 152, illustration of another cast
Exh. Cat., Paris, Centre Pompidou and Philadelphia Museum of Art, Constantin Brancusi, 1876-1957, 1995, pp. 172-73,
illustrations of another cast
Exh. Cat., Paris, Centre Pompidou, L’Atelier Brancusi, 1997, p. 192, illustration of another cast in an exhibition
photograph
Arthur C. Danto, The Madonna of the Future: Essays in a Pluralistic Art World, New York, 2000, pp. 182 and 184
Friedrich Teja Bach, Constantin Brancusi. Metamorphosen plastischer Form, Cologne, 2004, p. 397, listed; pp. 456-57,
illustrations of other casts
Exh. Cat., Venice, Peggy Guggenheim Collection, Brancusi: The White Work, 2005, p. 113, illustration of another cast in
a photograph by the artist
Jérôme Neutres, Brancusi New York, 1913­2013, New York, 2013, pp. 54­55, illustration of another cast in a
photograph of the artist’s studio

Edition
Misc.

Sale of

Estimate
Sold For

Provenance

1/5
Inscribed

Sotheby's New York: Monday, November 14, 2022 [Lot 00104]
Modern Evening Auction
5,000,000 - 7,000,000 USD
6,299,300 USD Premium

Estate of the artist
Werner and Nelly Baer, Switzerland (acquired from the above circa 1971)
Private Collection, Germany (acquired by descent from the above)
Thence by descent to the present owner
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AUCTION COMPARABLES

Title

Description

Medium
Printing/Casting
Size
Edition
Cat. Rais.
Misc.
Sale of

Estimate

Sold For

Provenance

Literature

Constantin Brancusi
Une Muse
Constantin Brancusi
1867 - 1957
Une Muse
inscribed Brancusi, numbered 2/5, dated 1972 and with the foundry mark Susse Fondeur Paris
bronze
height: 44 cm. 17⅜ in.
Conceived in 1912 and cast by Susse Fondeur from the Istrati-Dumitresco plaster in 1972. This work is number 2 from 
an edition of 5.
Provenance
Alexandre Istrati and Natalia Dumitersco, Paris
Galerie Beyeler, Basel (acquired from the above in June 1974)
Acquired from the above in 1986 by the present owner

bronze
1972
Height 17.3 in. / Height 44 cm.
2/5
International Exhibition of Modern Art, Exh. Cat., New York,
Inscribed

Sotheby's London: Wednesday, March 4, 2026 [Lot 00013]
Modern & Contemporary Evening Auction

2,000,000 - 3,000,000 GBP
(2,673,439 - 4,010,159 USD)

3,621,000 GBP Premium 
(4,840,262 USD)

Medium 
Printing/Casting 
Size
Edition
Cat. Rais.

Sale of

Estimate

Sold For
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AUCTION COMPARABLES

Title
Description

Constantin Brancusi
L'Oiseau d'or
Constantin Brancusi
1876 - 1957
L'Oiseau d'or
inscribed Brancusi, numbered 2/5 and with the foundry mark Susse Fondeur Paris
bronze on a marble base
height (including base): 126.5 cm. 49¾ in.
Conceived in 1919 and cast by Susse Fondeur from the Istrati-Dumitresco plaster in 1981. Two examples of this model 
were cast during the artist’s lifetime, and a further 5 were cast beginning in 1971 by the artist’s heirs, Alexandre Istrati 
and Natalia Dumitresco, from a copy of the original plaster. 
Condition Report
Provenance
Alexandre Istrati
Galerie Beyeler, Basel (acquired from the above in 1987)
Mitsukoshi France SA, Paris (acquired from the above on 29 June 1990)
Pascale de Sarthe, Paris and USA
Private Collection, USA (acquired from the above in 2004)
Yares Gallery, New York (acquired from the above in 2022)
Acquired in 2022 by the present owner

Medium
Year of Work
Size
Misc.
Sale of

Estimate

Sold For

Year of Work
Size
Misc.
Sale of

Estimate

Sold For

1919
Height 49.8 in. / Height 126.5 cm.
Inscribed
Sotheby's London: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 [Lot 00015]
Modern & Contemporary Evening Auction
2,500,000 - 4,000,000 GBP
(3,181,471 - 5,090,353 USD)
3,334,000 GBP Premium 
(4,242,809 USD)
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Constantin Brancusi | L'oiseau dans l'espace
Conceived 1926; Cast 1972

Medium: Polished bronze, marble and sandstone
Dimensions: 1011/2 inches high | 258 cm high

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Neue Nationalgalerie
Berlin, Germany
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MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Constantin Brancusi | Bird in Space
Conceived 1926; Cast in 1982

Medium: Polished bronze, marble and stone
Dimensions: 531/8 inches high | 135 cm high

Shiga Museum of Art
Shiga, Japan
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Yokohama Museum of Art 
Yokohama, Japan

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Constantin Brancusi | Bird in Space
Conceived 1926; Cast 1982

Medium: Bronze, marble and stone
Dimensions: 521/8 inches | 132.4 cm high
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Kettle's Yard, University of Cambridge 
Cambridge, England

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Constantin Brancusi | Golden Fish
Conceived 1924; Cast 1973

Medium: Brass and steel
Dimensions: 5 x 195/8 inches | 13 x 50 cm
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