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The daughters of Saul 
are perhaps the finest 
single figures Mr. Long 

has painted. 
– Lady’s Pictorial Journal, 26 May 1883
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Edwin Longsden Long was one of the most 
celebrated and successful painters of the 
Victorian era. His most acclaimed subjects 
were remarkably detailed scenes of antiquity. 

This pair of extraordinary companion paintings 
depicting King Saul’s daughters, Merab and Michal, 
is one such masterpiece. United for over 140 years 
since their creation, these rare masterworks debuted 
together at the Royal Academy in 1883 and were hailed 
as some of the finest the artist ever created.

Merab and Michal portray the two daughters of 
King Saul as contrasting archetypes of feminine 
temperament—one of pride, the other of tenderness. 
Rather than rely solely on scripture, Long drew 
inspiration from G. F. Handel’s oratorio Saul, 
which elaborates on the inner lives of both women. 
The elder daughter, Merab, who scorned David 
for his humble birth, stands in regal defiance and 
is accompanied by arms and armor. In striking 
contrast, Michal gazes softly at the viewer, with 
hands clasped and surrounded by lush fabrics. Where 
Merab embodies the pride of royal lineage, Michal 
embodies the quiet power of devotion.

When Merab and Michal were exhibited at the 
Royal Academy in 1883, they were celebrated by 

critics. The Globe hailed Long’s figures for their “great 
beauty of an Oriental type,” and even noted that the 
painting by Thomas Faed that was hung between 
Michal and Merab "could be passed without much 
notice” in comparison to Long’s masterpieces. The 
Lady’s Pictorial delivered the most emphatic verdict, 
declaring that the daughters of Saul were “the finest 
single figures Mr. Long has painted.” These paintings 
were exhibited across Britain a few years later, 
alongside another biblical masterpiece by Long,  
Anno Domini.

To find such an extraordinary pair of companion 
paintings, still united, by this great artist is a 
remarkable rarity. Long’s works were widely coveted 
for their rigorous archaeological research and dramatic 
narratives. In 1882, shortly before Merab and Michal 
were painted, Long’s Babylonian Marriage Market 
sold for an astounding £6,615—the highest sum ever 
paid at auction for a work by a living artist at the time. 
Because of his widespread fame across the Victorian 
world, most of his masterworks now reside in esteemed 
public collections, including the Royal Academy of 
Arts, the Yale Center for British Art, the National 
Gallery of Victoria and the Russell-Coates Art Gallery 
and Museum.

OVERVIEW
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Fairless & Beeforth

Sir John Holder, Bart. by 1906

Anonymous sale, Sotheby's, London, 21 March 1990, lot 221

With Zangrilli & Co., London

Private collection, UK (acquired from the above)

Private collection, Paris

M.S. Rau, New Orleans

PROVENANCE

OVERV I EW
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EXHIBITED

London, Royal Academy, 1883, no. 91 (Merab) and no. 97 (Michal)

Messrs Fairless and Beeforth, 168 Bond Street, 1884-5

Exhibited with Anno Domini, 1889, traveling to T. Cranfield Galleries, Dublin (April-May); Rodman's Gallery, 
Belfast (June); Frost and Reed, Bristol (September-October)

Birmingham Art Gallery, Royal Society of Artists, 1906

OVERV I EW
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Saturday Review, 5 May 1883, p. 566; 26 May 1883, p. 665; 16 February 1884, p. 216

Evening Irish Times, 7 May 1883, p. 6

Punch, 12 May 1883, p. 220

Athenaeum, 12 May 1883, p. 607

Building News, 18 May 1883, p. 656

Lady's Pictorial, 26 May 1883, p. 359; 5 September 1885, p. 210

Art Journal, 1883, p. 202 

Academy Notes, 1883, p. 13

Birmingham Daily Gazette, 29 March 1906, p. 6 

Austin Chester, “The Art of Edwin Long RA,” Windsor Magazine, February 1908, p. 548 

Richard Quick, The Life and Works of Edwin Long, R.A., Bournemouth, 1931, p. 44 

Mark Bills, Edwin Longsden Long RA, London 1998, no. 194 (Merab), pp. 137-138, illustrated; no. 195 (Michal), 
pp. 138-139, illustrated
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Mark Bills, Edwin Longsden Long RA, London 1998, no. 194 (Merab), pp. 137-138, 
illustrated; no. 195 (Michal), pp. 138-139, illustrated

LITERATURE
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LITERATURE

Mark Bills, Edwin Longsden Long RA, London 1998, no. 194 (Merab), pp. 137-138, 
illustrated; no. 195 (Michal), pp. 138-139, illustrated
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Mark Bills, Edwin Longsden Long RA, London 1998, no. 194 (Merab), pp. 137-138, 
illustrated; no. 195 (Michal), pp. 138-139, illustrated
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Mark Bills, Edwin Longsden Long RA, London 1998, no. 194 (Merab), pp. 137-138, 
illustrated; no. 195 (Michal), pp. 138-139, illustrated
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Mark Bills, Edwin Longsden Long RA, London 1998, no. 194 (Merab), pp. 137-138, 
illustrated; no. 195 (Michal), pp. 138-139, illustrated
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Richard Quick, The Life and Works of Edwin Long, R.A., Bournemouth, 1931, p. 44 
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LITERATURE

Richard Quick, The Life and Works of Edwin Long, R.A., Bournemouth, 1931, p. 44 
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Academy Notes, 1883, p. 13
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Academy Notes, 1883, p. 13
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Art Journal, 1883, p. 202
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The Echo, 11 April 1883, p. 2 

LITERATURE
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Punch, 12 May 1883, p. 220

LITERATURE
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Lady's Pictorial, 5 September 1885, p. 210

LITERATURE

The Heywood Advertiser, 4 May 1883, p. 5

The Globe, 5 May 1883, p. 6
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London, Royal Academy, 1883, no. 91 (Merab) and no. 97 (Michal)

EXHIBITED
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EXHI BI TED

London, Royal Academy, 1883, no. 91 (Merab) and no. 97 (Michal)
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EXHI BI TED

Birmingham Art Gallery, Royal Society of Artists, 1906
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AUCTION COMPARABLES

Edwin Long
An ancient custom
oil on canvas
Height 100 x Width 138 cm.
Height 39.37 x Width 54.331 in.
1876

01 May 2000 almost 26 years ago
Christie's New York
Nineteenth Century European Art – [Lot 00045]

est. 800,000 - 1,200,000 USD 776,000 USD

Edwin Long
Egypt
oil on canvas
Height 138.4 x Width 92.7 cm.
Height 54.488 x Width 36.496 in.
1887

24 October 2007 over 18 years ago
Christie's New York
19th Century European Art and Orientalist Art – [Lot 00062]

est. 100,000 - 150,000 USD 355,000 USD
↑ 137% est

Edwin Long
The Assyrian captive
oil on canvas
Height 142.2 x Width 91.4 cm.
Height 55.984 x Width 35.984 in.
1880

24 October 2007 over 18 years ago
Christie's New York
19th Century European Art and Orientalist Art – [Lot 00115]

est. 300,000 - 500,000 USD 337,000 USD

Edwin Long
The Eastern favorite
oil on canvas
Height 106.6 x Width 60.9 cm.
Height 41.969 x Width 23.976 in.
1880

26 October 2004 over 21 years ago
Sotheby's New York
19th Century European Art – [Lot 00036]

est. 100,000 - 150,000 USD 232,000 USD
↑ 55% est

Edwin Long
Thisbe
oil on canvas
Height 147 x Width 80 cm.
Height 57.874 x Width 31.496 in.

25 May 2023 almost 3 years ago
Sotheby's New York
Master Paintings and 19th Century European Art Sale – [Lot
00035]

est. 100,000 - 150,000 USD 152,400 USD
↑ 2% est

Edwin Long
The date seller
oil on canvas
Height 107.3 x Width 83.8 cm.
Height 42.244 x Width 32.992 in.

16 February 1995 about 31 years ago
Sotheby's New York
19th C. European Paintings, Drawings and Sculpture – [Lot 00070]

est. 35,000 - 45,000 USD 140,000 USD
↑ 211% est
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Edwin Longsden Long | Nouzhatoul-aouadat
1881

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 287/8 x 235/8 inches | 73.3 x 60 cm

Royal Academy of Arts 
London, England

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Russell-Cotes Museum of Art 
Bournemouth, England

Edwin Longsden Long | Glauke: Pensive
1883

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 357/8 x 275/8 inches | 91 x 70.2 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Edwin Longsden Long | The Assyrian Captive
1880

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 553/4 x 353/4 inches | 142.2 x 91.4 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Russell-Cotes Museum of Art 
Bournemouth, England
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Yale Center for British Art 
New Haven, Connecticut

Edwin Longsden Long | The Daughters of Our Empire: 
The Primrose
1887

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 50x 33 inches | 127 x 83.8 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Edwin Longsden Long | Queen Esther
1878

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 84 x 67 inches | 213.5 x 170.3 cm

National Gallery of Victoria 
Melbourne, Australia

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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