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People call me the painter 
of dancing girls. It has never 

occured to them that my 
chief interest in dancers lies 
in rendering movement and 

painting pretty clothes.

– Edgar Degas
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The great Edgar Degas' dancers need little 
introduction—no artist better captured the 
fluid grace and ephemeral beauty of the 
ballet. Most of Degas' masterpieces of this 

iconic subject reside in the world's most important 
museums, with very few appearing on the market. 
This is one of the most extraordinary ballerinas 
the artist ever painted, Danseuse en rose. To find 
such a masterpiece that has it all—radiant beauty, 
monumental scale, exceptional condition, as well as 
the iconic subject of one of the greatest artists of all 
time—is quite exciting for us.

This extraordinary pastel hails from the height 
of Degas’ career, circa 1877-80. The opening of the 
Palais Garnier in 1875 transformed Parisian cultural 
life and offered the artist easy access to the world of 
performers. Degas soon became widely acclaimed, 
hailed as the definitive “painter of dancers.” This 
pivotal period for Degas also coincided with the 
meteoric rise of Rosita Mauri, the celebrated prima 
ballerina who is at the center of our pastel.

Rosita Mauri was the great star of the Paris 
Opéra, admired not only for her technical brilliance 
but for her commanding stage presence, which 
Degas captured perfectly in Danseuse en rose. It is 
impossible to identify most dancers in Degas’ oeuvre, 
however, Mauri was among the most famous and 
beloved ballerinas of her day. Similar pastels of Mauri 
on stage belong to prestigious museums, including the 
Art Institute of Chicago and the Musée d’Orsay. 

The monumental beauty of Danseuse en rose is 
breathtaking at every turn. Degas captured Mauri en 
pointe, gracefully suspended between stillness and 
motion—a hallmark of the artist’s genius for rendering 
pure fluidity. Her elaborate costume shimmers in 
harmony with the colorful stage scenery, creating a 
spontaneous symphony of energy and vibrancy. Her 
face is rendered with exceptionally delicate beauty—a 
rarity among Degas’ dancers, since the great majority of 
his paintings depicting ballerinas displayed faces that 
were far from attractive. 

This wonderful work of art also has great scale—over 
three feet high! It is also special that it was painted 
on canvas, since most of Degas’ pastels were done 
on paper. The canvas allowed him to work much 
larger than his typical paper works and to achieve 
extraordinarily vivid colors and textures, which are 
still remarkably luminous almost 150 years later.

This work’s provenance further elevates its 
importance. Danseuse en rose remained with Degas 
and his family for almost 100 years, when it then 
entered one of the most storied private collections 
of the 20th century—that of Maharani Sita Devi 
Gaekwar of Baroda. Known throughout international 
society for her extraordinary connoisseurship, she 
was often referred to as the “Indian Wallis Simpson.” 
The Maharani assembled a remarkable group of 
Impressionist masterworks, of which this Degas was a 
clear highlight.

Given its provenance, beauty and rarity, Danseuse 
en rose is an undeniable masterpiece among Degas’ 
iconic dancers. Similar, but all smaller, examples have 
gone for large sums at auction. In addition, most of 
his masterpieces already reside in the world’s most 
prestigious museums, including the Musée d’Orsay,  
Art Institute of Chicago and Harvard Art Museums. 
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Collection of the artist

Sale of the above, Atelier Edgar Degas, Galerie G. Petit, Paris, 2nd sale, December 11-13, 1918

Roland Nepveu-Degas (Degas’ nephew), 1918, purchased at the above sale

S.A.R. the Maharani Seethadevi Gaekwar de Baroda

Sale of the above, Palais Galliéra, Paris, November 30, 1961, no. 4 (illustrated)

Micheline Maus, Switzerland

Private collection, Geneva, acquired from the above in 2008

Private collection, Germany

M.S. Rau, New Orleans

PROVENANCE

Sale catalog, Atelier Edgar Degas, Galerie G. Petit, Paris, 2nd sale, December 11-13, 1918, no. 110, 
p. 61 (illustrated)

Paul-André Lemoisne, Degas et son oeuvre, Paris, 1946, vol. II, no. 468, p. 256-57 (illustrated)

Sale catalog, Palais Galliéra, Paris, November 30, 1961, no. 4 (illustrated)

Jacques Lassaigne, Fiorella Minervino, Tout l'oeuvre peint de Degas, Paris, 1988, no. 539, p. 111 
(illustrated)

LITERATURE
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EXHIBITED

Paris, Galerie Charpentier, Danse et Divertissement, 1948-1949, no. 59 (as Danseuse sur les pointes)
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Sale catalog, Atelier Edgar Degas, Galerie G. Petit, Paris, 2nd sale, December 11-13, 
1918, no. 110, p. 61 (illustrated)
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Sale catalog, Atelier Edgar Degas, Galerie G. Petit, Paris, 2nd sale, December 11-13, 
1918, no. 110, p. 61 (illustrated)
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Sale catalog, Atelier Edgar Degas, Galerie G. Petit, Paris, 2nd sale, December 11-13, 
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Paul-André Lemoisne, Degas et son oeuvre, Paris, 1946, vol. II, no. 468, p. 256-57 (illustrated)
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Sale catalog, Palais Galliéra, Paris, November 30, 1961, no. 4 (illustrated)
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Sale catalog, Palais Galliéra, Paris, November 30, 1961, no. 4 (illustrated)
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Jacques Lassaigne, Fiorella Minervino, Tout l'oeuvre peint de Degas, Paris, 1988,  
no. 539, p. 111 (illustrated)
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Jacques Lassaigne, Fiorella Minervino, Tout l'oeuvre peint de Degas, Paris, 1988, no. 
539, p. 111 (illustrated)
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Jacques Lassaigne, Fiorella Minervino, Tout l'oeuvre peint de Degas, Paris, 1988, no. 
539, p. 111 (illustrated)
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Paris, Galerie Charpentier, Danse et Divertissement, 1948-1949, no. 59 
(as Danseuse sur les pointes)
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EXHI BI TED

Paris, Galerie Charpentier, Danse et Divertissement, 1948-1949, no. 59 
(as Danseuse sur les pointes)
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AUCTION COMPARABLES

Edgar Degas
Danseuse au repos
pastel and gouache
Height 59 x Width 64 cm.
Height 23.228 x Width 25.197 in.
1879

03 November 2008 over 17 years ago
Sotheby's New York
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00014]

No estimate received 37,042,500 USD

Edgar Degas
Danseuse au repos
gouache and pastel
Height 59 x Width 64 cm.
Height 23.228 x Width 25.197 in.
1879

28 June 1999 almost 27 years ago
Sotheby's London
Impressionist and Modern Art – [Lot 00004]

est. 5,000,000 - 7,000,000 GBP 17,601,500 GBP
est. 7,911,392 - 11,075,949 USD 27,850,474 USD

↑ 151% est

Edgar Degas
Danseuses à la barre
pastel, gouache and charcoal
Height 65.8 x Width 50.7 cm.
Height 25.906 x Width 19.961 in.
1880

24 June 2008 almost 18 years ago
Christie's London
Impressionist and Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00009]

est. 4,000,000 - 6,000,000 GBP 13,481,250 GBP
est. 7,857,002 - 11,785,503 USD 26,480,553 USD

↑ 125% est

Edgar Degas
DANSEUSES EN BLANC
pastel and gouache on joined paper
Height 53 x Width 65.2 cm.
Height 20.866 x Width 25.669 in.
1878

04 November 2015 over 10 years ago
Sotheby's New York
The Collection of A. Alfred Taubman: Masterworks – [Lot 00032]

est. 18,000,000 - 25,000,000 USD 17,050,000 USD

Edgar Degas
Trois danseuses
pastel on joined paper
Height 64.5 x Width 51.7 cm.
Height 25.394 x Width 20.354 in.
1900

14 May 2015 almost 11 years ago
Christie's New York
Impressionist and Modern Evening Sale Including Property from
the John C. Whitehead Collection – [Lot 0016C]

est. 6,000,000 - 8,000,000 USD 11,925,000 USD
↑ 49% est

Edgar Degas
Danseuse
pastel on paper mounted on board
Height 73 x Width 40 cm.
Height 28.74 x Width 15.748 in.
1880–1887

12 May 2021 almost 5 years ago
Sotheby's New York
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 01005]

est. 10,000,000 - 15,000,000 USD 11,754,000 USD



26
msrau.com

Edgar Degas | L'Étoile (Rosita Mauri)
1876-77

Medium: Pastel
Dimensions: 23 x 161/2 inches | 58 x 42 cm

Musée d'Orsay 
Paris, France

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Edgar Degas | On the Stage
1876-77

Medium: Pastel over monotype on paper
Dimensions: 235/16 x 167/8 inches | 59.2 x 42.8 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

The Art Institute of Chicago
Chicago, IL, United States
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Edgar Degas | Fin d'arabesque
1876-77

Medium: Pastel on canvas
Dimensions: 261/2 x 15 inches | 67.4 x 38 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Musée d'Orsay 
Paris, France
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Norton Simon Museum 
Pasadena, CA, United States

Edgar Degas | The Star: Dancer en Pointe
1878-80

Medium: Gouache and pastel on paper
Dimensions: 221/4 x 293/4 inches | 56.5 x 75.6 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Edgar Degas | Two Dancers Entering the Stage
1877-78

Medium: Pastel over monotype on paper
Dimensions: 15 x 133/4  inches | 38.1 x 35 cm

Harvard Art Museums 
Cambridge, MA, United States

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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