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The Seine. I have painted it all my 
life, at all hours of the day, at all 

times of the year.

– Claude Monet
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Claude Monet stands as one of the greatest 
artists of all time. More than any other 
painter, he perfectly captured light as living, 
fleeting and ever-changing—the foundation 

of the Impressionist movement that would change 
art history forever. In Le bassin d’Argenteuil, painted 
in 1875, Monet depicts the legendary riverside town 
where Impressionism was born.

Created just one year after the first Impressionist 
exhibition stunned the Parisian art world, this 
painting belongs to one of the most important 
chapters of Monet’s career. In late 1871, the artist 
settled with his family in Argenteuil, a small town on 
the Seine just outside Paris. What began as a quiet 
retreat soon became the cradle of Impressionism 
itself, attracting Manet, Renoir, Sisley and Caillebotte 
to its riverbanks. With its sailboats, bridges, 
reflections and changing skies, Argenteuil offered 
Monet the perfect theater for modern painting.

In Le bassin d’Argenteuil, Monet makes light 
itself his subject, transforming a quiet harbor into 
something extraordinary. Sunlight filters through the 
clouds and glimmers brilliantly across the water, and 
swirls of vibrant hues bring the surrounding buildings 
and landscape to life. The scene is serene, yet every 
brushstroke feels alive, as if Monet has captured a 
single, fleeting moment in time. It is the quintessential 
Impressionist masterwork.

Between 1872 and 1875, Monet painted more than 
50 views of the river around Argenteuil, returning to 
the subject again and again as one of his favorites. 
During these years, he also adopted his floating studio 
boat, allowing him to paint directly from the water and 
pursue the reflections, movement and optical effects 
that became central to his art. Without Argenteuil, 
the world may never have seen the rest of Monet's 
celebrated oeuvre.

Widely recognized as icons of Impressionism, 
Monet's Argenteuil scenes have gone for over $8 
million at auction, and many already reside in the 
world’s most prestigious museums, including the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Musée d’Orsay, the 
National Gallery and the Art Institute of Chicago.

OVERVIEW
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With Galerie Bernheim-Jeune, Paris, no. 12161 (label verso)

Collection of Oscar Schmitz, Dresden, 1904

Kunsthaus Zürich, on loan from 1931 from the collection of Oscar Schmitz

Kunstmuseum Basel, on loan from 1934 from the collection of Oscar Schmitz

Wildenstein & Co., London, from 1936

Mr. E.W. Fattorini, Great Britain, 1940

Sotheby's, London, April 16, 1975, lot 25

Private Collection, England

Sotheby's, London, December 3, 1991, lot 22

Private Collection, London, acquired at the above auction

Private Collection, Europe

Private Collection, London

PROVENANCE
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Paul Fechter, “Die Sammlung Schmitz,” Kunst und Künstler: Illustrierte Monatsschrift für 
bildende Kunst und Kunstgewerbe, Berlin, October 1909, p. 21

Karl Scheffler, “Die Sammlung Oskar Schmitz in Dresden,” Kunst und Künstler: Illustrierte 
Monatsschrift für bildende Kunst und Kunstgewerbe, Berlin, 1920/21, p. 186

Marie Dormoy, “La collection Schmitz à Dresde,” L’Amour de l’art, Paris, October 1926, p. 342

Daniel Wildenstein, Monet, vie et œuvre, Lausanne/Paris, 1974, vol. I, p. 272-73 (illustrated)

Joel Isaacson, Observation and Reflection. Claude Monet, Oxford, 1978, p. 95, 207 (illustrated)

Paul Hayes Tucker, Monet at Argenteuil, New Haven/London, 1982, p. 120 (illustrated no. 
XXI)

Daniel Wildenstein, Monet, vie et œuvre, Lausanne/Paris, 1991, vol. V, p. 30 (illustrated)

Daniel Wildenstein, Monet. Catalogue raisonné. Werkverzeichnis, Bonn, 1996, vol. II, p. 153, 
no. 371 (illustrated)

LITERATURE

Zürich, Kunsthaus Zürich, Sammlung Oscar Schmitz, January 14-February 14, 1932, no. 35/47

Balingen, Stadthalle, Claude Monet, June 18-August 31, 1992, no. 6

Washington, D.C., Phillips Collection, Impressionists on the Seine: A Celebration of Renoir's 
“Luncheon of the Boating Party," September 21, 1996-February 2, 1997, pl. 39
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Paul Fechter, “Die Sammlung Schmitz,” Kunst und Künstler: Illustrierte Monatsschrift 
für bildende Kunst und Kunstgewerbe, Berlin, October 1909, p. 21
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EXHIBITED



24
msrau.com

Balingen, Stadthalle, Claude Monet, June 18-August 31, 1992, no. 6

EXHI BI TED



25
msrau.com

Balingen, Stadthalle, Claude Monet, June 18-August 31, 1992, no. 6

EXHI BI TED



26
msrau.com

EXHI BI TED

Washington, D.C., Phillips Collection, Impressionists on the Seine: A Celebration of Renoir's 
“Luncheon of the Boating Party," September 21, 1996-February 2, 1997, pl. 39



27
msrau.com

EXHI BI TED

Washington, D.C., Phillips Collection, Impressionists on the Seine: A Celebration of Renoir's 
“Luncheon of the Boating Party," September 21, 1996-February 2, 1997, pl. 39



28
msrau.com

EXHI BI TED

Washington, D.C., Phillips Collection, Impressionists on the Seine: A Celebration of Renoir's 
“Luncheon of the Boating Party," September 21, 1996-February 2, 1997, pl. 39



29
msrau.com

AUCTION COMPARABLES

Claude Monet
Le pont du chemin de fer à
Argenteuil
oil on canvas
Height 60 x Width 98.4 cm.
Height 23.622 x Width 38.74 in.
1873

06 May 2008 about 18 years ago

Christie's New York
Impressionist And Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00021]

No estimate received 41,481,000 USD

Claude Monet
La Seine à Argenteuil
oil on canvas
Height 59.8 x Width 79.8 cm.
Height 23.543 x Width 31.417 in.
1875

23 June 2014 almost 12 years ago
Sotheby's London
Impressionist & Modern Art Evening Sale – [Lot 00009]

est. 7,000,000 - 10,000,000 GBP 8,538,500 GBP
est. 11,906,786 - 17,009,695 USD 14,523,728 USD

Claude Monet
Le pont du chemin de fer à
Argenteuil
oil on canvas
Height 58.2 x Width 97.2 cm.
Height 22.913 x Width 38.268 in.
1873

28 November 1988 over 37 years ago
Christie's London
Impressionist & Modern Pntgs & Sculpture – [Lot 00010]

No estimate received 6,820,000 GBP
No estimate received 12,527,553 USD

Claude Monet
L'arbre en boule, Argenteuil
oil on canvas
Height 60.3 x Width 80.2 cm.
Height 23.74 x Width 31.575 in.
1876

12 May 2022 about 4 years ago
Christie's New York
20th Century Evening Sale – [Lot 0032C]

est. 7,000,000 - 10,000,000 USD 10,122,500 USD
↑ 1% est

Claude Monet
Voilier sur le petit bras de la
Seine, Argenteuil, 1872
oil on canvas
Height 51 x Width 63.5 cm.
Height 20.079 x Width 25 in.
1875

26 April 2012 about 14 years ago

Fine Art Auctions Miami
Important Paintings and Sculptures Auction – [Lot 00116]

est. 8,000,000 - 12,000,000 USD 9,265,500 USD

Claude Monet
Canotiers à Argenteuil
oil on canvas
Height 61.9 x Width 80 cm.
Height 24.37 x Width 31.496 in.
1874

18 November 1998 over 27 years ago
Christie's New York
Impressionist & Nineteenth Century Art – [Lot 00013]

est. 6,000,000 - 8,000,000 USD 9,022,500 USD
↑ 13% est
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Claude Monet | Camille Monet in the Garden at Argenteuil
1876

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 321/8 x 23 inches | 81.6 x 60 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

The Metropolitan Museum of Art
New York, NY, United States
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Claude Monet | Poppy Fields near Argenteuil
1875

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 211/4 x 29 inches | 54 x 73.7 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

The Metropolitan Museum of Art
New York, NY, United States
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Claude Monet | Le Pont d'Argenteuil
1874

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 233/4 x 31 inches | 60.3 x 80 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

Musée d'Orsay 
Paris, France
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Claude Monet | The Artist’s House at Argenteuil
1873

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 24 x 287/8 inches | 60.2 x 73.3 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

The Art Institute of Chicago
Chicago, IL, United States
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Claude Monet | The Artist's Garden in Argenteuil
1873

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 24 x 321/2 inches | 61 x 82.5 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

The National Gallery of Art
Washington,D.C., United States
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Claude Monet | The Bridge at Argenteuil
1874

Medium: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 235/8 x 313/8 inches | 60 x 79.7 cm

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

The National Gallery of Art
Washington,D.C., United States
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