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T his extraordinary guitar was owned by Elvis 
Presley, the legend who changed music 
history forever. Please see photographs of his 
signed and played guitar. 

 
In 1976, Elvis met Harold Wojdak in the parking lot of 
the Hilton Hotel in Las Vegas. It was the surest place 
to find Presley during his ongoing residency, where 
he performed over 600 sold-out shows. Presley and 
Wojdak had been friends for nearly two decades, first 
meeting in Germany in 1959 while Elvis was stationed 
there, and forming a close bond. 
 
One day, to lift his friend’s spirits, Elvis brought a 
surprise in the trunk of his car—this very guitar. As he 
took it out, he remarked, “I know the guitar still plays, 
but I don’t know if I can still play,” then performed 
“That’s All Right” right there in the parking lot. 
 
When he finished, he signed the guitar and handed it 
over, saying, “Now you can stop playing around and 

OVERVIEW

learn to play my guitar. It brought me good luck. 
Maybe it will work for you.” Instruments touched by 
the King of Rock and Roll himself are exceptionally 
rare; one both played and signed by him, and 
considered lucky in his own words, is extraordinary. 
This guitar’s significance was recognized by 
Sotheby’s, which selected it for the cover of its 1995 
catalog. You can read Sotheby’s write-up below. 
The instrument is a 1950s classical nylon-string 
guitar, with its richly finished body, black trim and 
Presley’s bold “Elvis” signature. Please review the 
accompanying letters of authenticity. 
 
Elvis Presley’s guitars are some of the most coveted 
among music memorabilia, particularly examples 
with strong provenance and signatures. Comparable 
Presley guitars have achieved exceptional auction 
results, including the 1950s “Sun Sessions” Martin 
D-18, which sold for $1.2 million in 2020.
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Private collection of the Wojdak family, Canada 
 

Private collection, California, by descent from above 
 

Sale: Sotheby’s, New York, 1995

Private collection

M.S. Rau, New Orleans

PROVENANCE

Elvis Presley 
Classical nylon-string guitar, 1950s 

Serial number GS-50

Signed "Elvis" on body 
 
 

This work is accompanied by its certificate of authenticity issued by Graceland 
Records dated September 20, 1995 and Unique Images.

OVERV I EW
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Sotheby’s, New York. December 16 & 18, 1995. Collectors’ Carrousel: Entertainment Memorabilia, 
Rock ‘n’ Roll, Dolls and Toys. Cover & lot 195.

AUCTION RECORD
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Sotheby’s, New York. December 16 & 18, 1995. Collectors’ Carrousel: Entertainment Memorabilia,  
Rock ‘n’ Roll, Dolls and Toys. Cover & lot 195.

AUCTION RECORD
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Elvis photographed with what is very likely this guitar on November 28, 1958, at the U.S. Army 
Training Area in Grafenwoehr, Germany.

DOCUMENTATION
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Certificate of authenticity issued by Joe Carter of Graceland Records dated September 20, 1995

CERTIFICATIONS
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Certificate of authenticity issued by Keith Veltre of Unique Images

CERTIFICATION S
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AUCTION COMPARABLES

The “Sun Sessions” C. F. Martin & Company D-18, 1942. Owned and played by Elvis Presley from 
1954–1956. Sold in 2020 for $1.2 million ($1.32 million including buyer’s premium).
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Elvis’ Gibson J200
1956

Graceland
Memphis, Tennessee

MUSEUM COMPARABLES
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Elvis’ Martin D-35 acoustic guitar
1975

MUSEUM COMPARABLES

National Music Museum
Vermillion, South Dakota
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