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MEDIUM

Oil on canvas
DATED

Painted 1940–42

DIMENSIONS

Canvas (viewable): 50 1/2″ high x 37 3/8″ wide (128.3 
x 94.9 cm)
Framed: 60 7/8″ high x 47 5/8″ wide x 2 1/2″ deep 
(154.6 x 121.0 x 6.4 cm)

SIGNED

Signed and dated “40-42 / F. LÉGER” (lower right)

CATALOGUE RAISONNÉ

G. Bauquier, Fernand Léger: Catalogue Raisonné, vol. IV, no. 1077
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“Man needs color to live; it’s just as 
necessary an element as fire and 

water.”

— FERNAND LÉGER
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Composition
A MONUMENTAL PAINTING BY FERNAND LÉGER

Few paintings command a room the moment you enter it. Fernand 
Léger’s Composition is one of these few.

Painted during Léger’s wartime exile in America, this exceptional work is 
more than four feet high, it is alive with color and movement. Sweeping 
organic forms cross bold fields of red, blue and yellow; strong black 
contours give the whole painting its rhythm. The result is unmistakably 
Léger—powerful, joyful and strikingly beautiful.

The painting captures an exciting moment in his career. In France, Léger 
had helped forge a new language for modern art, finding beauty in the 
forms of the modern world. In America, that language began to grow freer. 
Composition has the scale and visual force of this important chapter, 
inviting comparison with his celebrated La Forêt of 1942 in the Centre 
Pompidou.

Its history is equally impressive. Composition remained in Léger’s estate 
until at least 1957 and later passed through Galerie Louise Leiris in Paris. 
It was exhibited at Documenta III in 1964, as well as in major Léger 
exhibitions in Munich, Basel and Zürich. It is illustrated in important 
scholarship and documented as no. 1077 in Georges Bauquier’s 
catalogue raisonné.

DATED

Painted 1940–42
SIGNED

“40-42 / F. LÉGER” (lower right)
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Provenance & Literature
PROVENANCE

The artist’s estate until at least 1957

Galerie Louise Leiris, Paris, by 1964 until at least 1967

Waddington Gallery, London

Private collection, Montreal

Private collection, Europe

M.S. Rau, New Orleans

LITERATURE

W. Haftmann, Painting in the Twentieth Century, vol. I, New York, 1960, p. 2 (illustrated)

W. Haftmann, Painting in the Twentieth Century, vol. II, London, 1965, p. 198 (illustrated)

S. Faucherau, “Fernand Léger, Paris,” in Les grands maîtres de l'art contemporain , Barcelona, 1994, 
no. 97 (illustrated)

G. Bauquier, Fernand Léger: Catalogue Raisonné , vol. IV, 1938–1943, Paris, 1998, no. 1077, pp. 152 
and n.p. (illustrated p. 153)
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Exhibition History
EXHIBITED

Munich, Haus der Kunst, Fernand Léger, March–May 1957, no. 86

Basel, Kunsthalle, Fernand Léger, May–June 1957, no. 75

Zurich, Kunsthaus, Fernand Léger, July–August 1957, no. 99

Copenhagen, Charlottenborg, Fernand Léger: Maler, tegninger og grafik , Autumn 1959, no. 31 
(illustrated)

Kassel, Alte Galerie, Documenta III, Fernand Léger , June–October 1964, no. 4, p. 68 (illustrated)

Marseille, Musée Cantini, Fernand Léger, June–September 1966, no. 63 (illustrated)

Tel Aviv, Musée de Tel-Aviv, Pavillon H. Rubinstein, Fernand Léger 1881–1955 , April–May 1967, no. 22

Düsseldorf, Städtische Kunsthalle, Fernand Léger , December 1969–February 1970, no. 80 (illustrated)

Montauban, Musée Ingres, Fernand Léger, June–September 1977, no. 17, p. 16 (illustrated)

Montreal, Landau Fine Art, Picasso + Léger , November–December 1991, p. 10 (illustrated p. 11)
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Catalogue Raisonné
G. Bauquier, Fernand Léger: Catalogue Raisonné, vol. IV, 1938–1943, Paris, 1998. Title page.
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Catalogue Raisonné
G. Bauquier, Fernand Léger: Catalogue Raisonné , vol. IV, 1938–1943, Paris, 1998, no. 1077, p. 152, with the work illustrated in 
color on the following page.
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Exhibited: Munich, 1957
Munich, Haus der Kunst, Fernand Léger, March–May 1957. Title page.
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Exhibited: Munich, 1957
Munich, Haus der Kunst, Fernand Léger, March–May 1957, no. 86.
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Exhibited: Basel and Zurich, 1957
Zurich, Kunsthaus, Fernand Léger, 1957. Title page.
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Exhibited: Basel and Zurich, 1957
Basel, Kunsthalle, Fernand Léger, May–June 1957, no. 75 (left). Zurich, Kunsthaus, Fernand Léger , July–August 1957, no. 99 
(right).
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Exhibited: Copenhagen, 1959
Copenhagen, Charlottenborg, Fernand Léger: Maler, tegninger og grafik, Autumn 1959, no. 31 (illustrated).
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Exhibited: Documenta III, Kassel, 1964
Kassel, Alte Galerie, Documenta III, June–October 1964. Title page.
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Exhibited: Documenta III, Kassel, 1964
Kassel, Alte Galerie, Documenta III, Fernand Léger, June–October 1964, no. 4, p. 68 (illustrated).
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Exhibited: Marseille, 1966
Marseille, Musée Cantini, Fernand Léger, June–September 1966. Title page.
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Exhibited: Marseille, 1966
Marseille, Musée Cantini, Fernand Léger, June–September 1966, no. 63 (illustrated).
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Exhibited: Tel Aviv, 1967
Tel Aviv, Musée de Tel-Aviv, Pavillon H. Rubinstein, Fernand Léger 1881–1955, April–May 1967. Title page.
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Exhibited: Tel Aviv, 1967
Tel Aviv, Musée de Tel-Aviv, Pavillon H. Rubinstein, Fernand Léger 1881–1955, April–May 1967, no. 22.
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Exhibited: Düsseldorf, 1969
Düsseldorf, Städtische Kunsthalle, Fernand Léger, December 1969–February 1970, no. 80 (illustrated).
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Exhibited: Montauban, 1977
Montauban, Musée Ingres, Fernand Léger, June–September 1977. Title page.
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Exhibited: Montauban, 1977
Montauban, Musée Ingres, Fernand Léger, June–September 1977, no. 17, p. 16 (illustrated).
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Exhibited: Montreal, 1991
Montreal, Landau Fine Art, Picasso + Léger, November–December 1991. Title page.
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Exhibited: Montreal, 1991
Montreal, Landau Fine Art, Picasso + Léger, November–December 1991, p. 10 (illustrated p. 11).
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Illustrated in Painting in the Twentieth Century
W. Haftmann, Painting in the Twentieth Century, vol. II, London, 1965. Title page.
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Illustrated in Painting in the Twentieth Century
W. Haftmann, Painting in the Twentieth Century , vol. II, London, 1965, p. 198 (illustrated as plate 441), with its entry in the list of 
plates, p. 411.
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Museum Comparable

Centre Pompidou, Paris
La Forêt

1942: Oil on canvas: 182 x 127 cm · Inv. AM 1982-103
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Museum Comparable

LaM, Villeneuve-d’Ascq
Maquette pour une peinture murale
1938: Oil on canvas: 162 x 114.5 cm · Inv. 979.4.97
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Museum Comparable

Hood Museum of Art, Dartmouth
Composition au fruit vert

1938: Oil on canvas: 64.8 x 49.5 cm · Inv. P.962.192
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Auction Comparables
Three oils on canvas by Léger.

Grande nature morte
1938–1939: Oil on canvas: 130.3 x 89.5 cm (51.30 x 35.24 in.)
Christie’s New York: 20th Century Evening Sale, Lot 24B: May 13, 2021

$4,350,000

Composition aux deux papillons (La femme aux 
papillons)
1943: Oil on canvas: 73 x 91.4 cm (28.74 x 35.98 in.)
Christie’s London: Impressionist / Modern Evening Sale, Lot 27: February 7, 2012

$3,980,378

Composition au couteau
1947: Oil on canvas: 130 x 97 cm (51.18 x 38.19 in.)
Sotheby’s London: Impressionist Evening, Lot 71: February 5, 2007

$2,673,168

30


