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“Only this is true, beauty never fails.”

— SIR EDWARD COLEY BURNE-JONES
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Aurora
A MONUMENTAL PAINTING BY SIR EDWARD COLEY BURNE-JONES 

Pre-Raphaelite masterpieces are among the most desirable works of art on the 
market. Sir Edward Burne-Jones stands as one of the movement’s most 
celebrated and imaginative icons.

This treasure was kept in the artist’s family for over 100 years and has only 
recently emerged. This is one of very few Burne-Jones still in private hands.

The painting entitled Aurora depicts the radiant goddess of dawn gracefully rising 
over a sleeping city. With its rich color and magnificent scale, the masterpiece has 
extraordinary presence—romantic, classically pre-Raphaelite and quintessentially 
Burne-Jones. The model for Aurora , Bessie Keene, was one of Burne-Jones’ 
favorite models, loved by the artist as his “chief angel and nymph.”

Most of his masterpieces are now in major museums around the world, including 
the Musée d’Orsay, the Met, the National Gallery of Art in Washington DC and the 
National Museums of Liverpool. The counterpart to Aurora, Vespertina Quies 
(Evening Repose) , belongs to the Tate, and another, lesser version finished by 
the artist’s son resides in the Queensland Art Gallery.

Burne Jones trained with his fellow Pre-Raphaelite Dante Gabriel Rossetti. He 
achieved rare international and Royal recognition in his lifetime, receiving 
France’s Légion d’honneur and a baronetcy from Queen Victoria in 1894—an 
extraordinary honor for an artist. His stature is equally reflected in the market, 
where his works have achieved as much as $22 million at auction, and 
comparable mythological subjects have realized $3-1.4 million.

MEDIUM

Oil on canvas
DATED

Circa 1896
DIMENSIONS

Canvas: 70 1/2″ high x 30″ wide (179.1 x 76.2 cm) 
Framed: 88″ high x 46″ wide (223.5 x 116.8 cm)
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Provenance & Literature
PROVENANCE

Georgiana, Lady Burne-Jones, the artist’s widow, until 1920

Margaret Mackail, her daughter, by bequest, until 1953

Denis George Mackail, her son, by bequest

Clare Mackail, his sister, by gift, and thence by family descent

Private Collection, London

M.S. Rau, New Orleans
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Literature: Catalogue Raisonné
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Literature: Catalogue Raisonné
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Literature: Bibby’s Annual
Bibby’s Annual, by John Hartley Grundy Bibby, 1917. List of illustrations, with Aurora mentioned.
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Literature: Burne-Jones Talking
Burne-Jones Talking: His Conversations 1895–1898 Preserved by His Studio Assistant Thomas Rooke, by Professor Mary 
McClelland Lago, 1981, pp. 90 and 98.
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Literature: Munsey’s Magazine
Edward Burne-Jones, Munsey’s Magazine, by Royal Cortissoz, February 1907, p. 580.
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Literature: Munsey’s Magazine
“Edward Burne-Jones,” Munsey’s Magazine, by Royal Cortissoz, February 1907, p. 581.
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Literature: Edward Burne-Jones: A Biography
Edward Burne-Jones: A Biography, by Penelope Fitzgerald, p. 233.
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Literature: Edward Burne-Jones: A Biography
Edward Burne-Jones: A Biography, by Penelope Fitzgerald, p. 260.
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Literature: Edward Burne-Jones: A Biography
Edward Burne-Jones: A Biography, by Penelope Fitzgerald, p. 275.
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Literature: Memorials of Edward Burne-Jones
Memorials of Edward Burne-Jones, by Lady Georgiana Burne-Jones, 1904, vol. I, pp. 304–305 (top) and vol. II, pp. 277-278 
(bottom).
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Literature: Strand Magazine
Strand Magazine, 1895, vol. 10, p. 25, with Aurora shown in the artist’s home studio.
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Literature: Strand Magazine
Strand Magazine, 1895, vol. 10, p. 26.
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Museum Comparable

Musée d’Orsay, Paris
La Roue de la Fortune

1875-1883 | Oil on canvas | 78.74 x 39.37 in. (200 x 100 cm)
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Museum Comparable

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York
The Love Song

1868-77 | Oil on canvas | 45 x 61.38 in. (114.3 x 155.9 cm)
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Museum Comparable

Lady Lever Art Gallery, Liverpool
The Beguiling of Merlin

1873-1877 | Oil on canvas | 73.23 x 43.70 in. (186 x 111 cm)
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Auction Comparables

The Prince entering the Briar Wood
1869 | Oil on canvas | 42.13 x 72.05 in. (107 x 183 cm)
Christie’s London. Old Masters Evening Sale, Lot 15. July 8, 2021

$3,334,939

A sea-nymph
1881 | Oil on canvas | 48.11 x 48.11 in. (122.2 x 122.2 cm)
Christie’s London. Important British Art, Lot 34. June 14, 2005

$2,037,564

Luna
1872-1875 | Oil on canvas | 39.76 x 27.95 in. (101 x 71 cm)
Christie’s Paris. Yves Saint Laurent et Pierre Bergé, Lot 9. February 23, 2009

$1,401,125
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